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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 4, 2018      
 
SAM SAUNDERS  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  6-under par 66 to open, that's a good day's work. 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  Yeah, it was nice.  Obviously, you know, had a nice break off at home, 
which was good.  So to come here excited to play golf and put in a good bit of work the last 
week and a half, so to see it pay off out there today was nice. 
 
Q.  I heard Dennis Paulson, Californian, speaking of this golf course saying you learn 
the greens.  In rounds 1 here in years past you've had issues, but today seemed to 
figure it out, bogey free. 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  Yeah, definitely feel a lot more comfortable on these greens.  Really, I 
think what's different this year, I just drive the ball a lot better.  I've played a big cut the last 
few years and last year a lot of my good play was due to just driving the ball a lot longer and 
straighter, and this golf course fits my eye a lot better now being able to turn it over off the 
tee.  Playing really aggressive off the tee.  Hit a lot of drivers out there, gave myself some 
wedges, so I was able to attack some of those pins. 
 
Q.  Is there an element of freewheeling given that you're coming off a FedExCup 
Playoffs appearance, your first? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  It definitely -- yes, I feel a little bit more relaxed.  Just being in year 5 of 
playing out here, I feel comfortable.  I know what I'm doing, I'm not guessing as to whether 
or not I can maintain all year.  I'm excited to play this season and really excited to try to give 
myself as many chances to win as possible and just going to be a good year. 
  


