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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 4, 2018      
 
FRED COUPLES  ( +1) 
 
 
Q.  We don't see you out here very much on the PGA TOUR these days.  How was 
your first go? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, it was fun, I enjoyed it.  I played a practice round on Tuesday and 
played in the pro-am and really liked the course.  It was nice of Jeff Sanders and Safeway to 
give me a spot.  I was going to come up last year but couldn't, and I'm glad I'm here.  I shot 
1 over, I played way better than that, but I putted like a high school guy and then bogeyed 
the last hole, par 5.  But it was all good.  Played with Sneds and Cantlay, who played great 
rounds and it was fun to be with them. 
 
Q.  Let's emphasize the positive, that was a beautiful approach and putt you made at 
the 8th. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Yes, it was.  I birdied 8 and then hit another one, I don't know, I guess it 
would be on 17 to about an inch.  Those are my two birdies.  The greens are beautiful, 
couldn't be any better, I just couldn't make any. 
 
Q.  This tournament, why did you decide you wanted to come? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, I know Jeff Sanders, who runs the show here.  He asked me to 
come last year and I couldn't because I wasn't really playing any golf.  And then this year I 
told him I would love to play, can he give me a spot, and he said sure.  I've never been on 
this golf course.  It's beautiful, it's very playable for me and I enjoy it. 
 
Q.  You know the story about what happened here last year.  Did that work as well to 
get you here, everyone knows you're a fan favorite, it just gets more fans out? 
 
FRED COUPLES:  Well, actually, I was at home and heard a couple of the players were 
spending Sunday night here and they had to vacate and get the heck out of here and then 
all heck broke loose. 
 
To see it this year, I've been around fires before.  But I've never seen up close so close to a 
golf course and how many homes were burned down right where the tournament is.   
 
So Jeff, we had him on the radio show on Tuesday and he was talking about all the money 
they're going to try and raise for the firemen and all the local charities this year because of 
that.  I think it's a great thing.  It's a fun course, it's a fun tournament, but to raise money 
after what happened last year I think is remarkable and hopefully they'll raise a lot. 
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Q.  That's my last question.  The ticket sales all go to the fire victims, that's pretty 
rare. 
 
FRED COUPLES:  No, you know, it's pretty rare that you get a fire like that, too, so close to 
home, which would be the PGA TOUR.  There were so many fires last season up the road, I 
don't know how far but over 6,000 homes burned down.  So it does happen, but rarely do 
you have a PGA TOUR event where homes are burning down on it.   
 
So I think that's an unbelievable gesture and I hope they raise a ton of money.  There's more 
of a show than just golf here, which I'm learning.  There's bands playing every night.  It's 
kind of a cool atmosphere.   
 
Again, I played the back nine first early, so it will be a little rambunctious tomorrow when 
we're finishing up.  That's fun, it's fun for me to see.  I've watched it on TV.  My buddy 
Brendan Steele from back in Orange County's won the last two years, so now I know why 
he's winning, he drives it and he putts like a champ. 
  


