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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 3, 2018      
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Like to welcome Brandt Snedeker.  Brandt, thanks for joining us for a few 
minutes.  You're making your third start here in the Safeway Open this week, most recently 
a 17th place finish in 2015.  Just a couple comments on the decision to come back here and 
start the '18-'19 season here. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah.  It's a pretty easy decision.  It's a great area.  I love the golf 
course, it's kind of an old-school, traditional golf course which we don't get a ton of out here 
on Tour, so I'm excited to be back here for that.  It's in great shape, I played yesterday.   
 
Obviously Napa is a great place to be this time of year, so it's kind of an easy decision and 
excited that the start to my season off here.  The new wraparound season, these fall 
tournaments have become even more important for the FedExCup Playoffs.  This last year 
guys that got off to a great start seemed to kind of punch their way through to the FedExCup 
Finale, so it's kind of part of my decision process was wanting to get off to a quick start and 
play some events early and hopefully get off to playing some good golf, which I kind of 
ended the year playing pretty well.  Few weeks at home for some rest and ready to get it 
going out here. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  With that said, a few comments about the state of your game.  Obviously 
with the 59 at Wyndham, your ninth PGA TOUR victory, made it through three of the four 
Playoffs events and finished 40th in the FedExCup, just some thoughts on how you're kind 
of carrying that over. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, it was great.  Kind of a struggle for the first half of the year, 
great end of the year.  I played some good golf in the late summer on to the fall now and 
excited about kind of building on that for the start of the new season.  That's kind of another 
reason I'm here is I'm playing better, want to get off to a quick start and try to get up there on 
that FedExCup list as high as possible.   
 
Game feels really good, excited about where it is.  Hadn't really -- it's kind of getting better 
every week now, kind of figured some new things out over about the last month and a half 
and trying to build on that and see how it holds up this week.  The golf course is kind of a 
perfect golf course for me, got to drive it straight, put the ball in the middle of the greens and 
don't short-side yourself around here and you should have a good week.  As long as Steeley 
doesn't do something crazy again for the third time, we should have some fun. 
 
Q.  Brandt, you got your buddy Couples out here.  What's it like to see Freddie out 
here after I don't know how many years?  When was the last time you played with 
him? 
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BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Freddie and I text all the time.  He's still a golf junkie, he still kind of 
keeps up with all the guys that played on his teams before.  I love it, I love seeing him, it puts 
a smile on my face every time he's around because such a fun guy to be around.  He still 
plays great golf, he could still keep his card out here if you played a full schedule.  He'd still 
probably sneak up there and if not win every once in a while, he'd be close, he's still got that 
kind of talent.   
 
Fun to see how he's holding up, see how his back's doing.  Kind of depends on how 
Freddie's going is how his back's going it seems like these days.  So looking forward to 
seeing him for a couple days.  It's just fun watching him play golf because he's so talented, 
it's so fun to see him hit a golf club.  So looking forward to seeing him for two days and we'll 
be laughing, carrying on and having a good time. 
 
Q.  Welcome to Napa.  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  What kind of a (inaudible) does this golf course require for you having some 
history here?  Does it put a different club in your hand on some of these shorter 
four-pars and you have to really hit those wedges pretty accurately? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I think the biggest thing this week that kind of showed up and 
the reason why Steeley's played so well here is he's a great driver of the golf ball.  You've 
got to put the ball in play off the tee here because there are lots of birdie opportunities if you 
hit fairways here, there's lots of wedges in your hands.  The golf course is straightforward, 
it's right in front of you.   
 
That being said, you put the ball in the wrong place off the tee and you're struggling.  That's 
why I think it's a great test, a fun test because it you're playing good, you can shoot 7, 8 
under par in a round if you get going, and then if you're playing off, you can shoot some big 
numbers here pretty quickly because it's very penal here when you get off the fairway and 
kind of put yourself in some bad spots.  So I think it's great strategically trying to think your 
way around this golf course the right way, making sure you put your ball in the fairway off 
every tee and then go from there. 
 
Q.  What do you think it is about these greens?  People just aren't making (inaudible).  
What is the challenge on these greens? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It's poa annua greens so they're hard to -- late in the day they get a 
little bumpy.  If you don't hit putts perfectly solid and get them rolling fast, they can bobble 
offline pretty quickly.  And when you get fast poa, which these get fast in the afternoon, and 
dry, it's really tough to make long putts because you're just trying to get them close.  You 
don't want to leave yourself a bunch of four- and five-footers here all day long because it 
wears on you really thin. 
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I'm a poa annua guy, I love playing on poa annua because I know it's part of the gig.  You've 
got to accept the fact you hit some good putts that don't go in and hopefully just have a good 
attitude about it.  The greens have a lot of slope in them even though they're relatively small 
so it makes it even doubly difficult where you've got slopey, fast greens that are bumpy, it's 
hard to make long ones on those. 
 
Q.  Talk about this year, (inaudible) what was different this time?  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I didn't make the Ryder Cup team.  You do that, it's kind of 
hard to come straight here because you're kind of exhausted.  I didn't make it to East Lake 
so I had some time off.  I had three weeks off where I could kind of go home, recharge the 
batteries, get a new game plan going for the year and get ready to go.   
 
It's part of the reason why, and then the other part is I love the golf course.  I'm trying to be 
smarter where I play out here on Tour and finding golf courses that I love showing up and 
giving me a good chance at winning.  This is one of those golf courses, so those are 
probably the two main decisions why. 
 
Q.  Sort of an unrelated questions, you talked about Freddie earlier.  It's kind of 
unusual for him to -- 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  It seems like it speaks to a couple things, one of them is his connection with fans.  
What's it like to play with him?  You've played with him in other events? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Played with him a lot of times, yeah. 
 
Q.  It's probably unique compared to other players? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  He's still a fan favorite, he's still a fun-loving guy.  He's got this -- A, 
it's part of his personality; B, it's his golf swing, the way he's played for so long.  He's a fun 
guy to watch play golf for whatever reason, just the way he carries himself, the way he's 
joking, having a good time.  He kind of plays like kind of seems like he doesn't really care 
and just kind of easygoing and it couldn't be more opposite.  He still lives and breathes it and 
loves it and wants to beat everybody's brains in out here just to prove he's still got it a little 
bit.  So it'll be fun to see him for two days doing that.   
 
I couldn't put my finger on exactly why he's always been one of those guys.  There's been 
very few guys out here on the course that kind of move the needle a little bit, Tiger Woods, 
Phil Mickelson.  Freddie's always been one of those guys.  I couldn't tell you why or how, he 
just is and it's fun to see him doing it. 
 
Q.  Phil has won everywhere in California.  I'm wondering if you keep looking 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

4 

(inaudible) you've had a lot of success, have you looked at all the courses in 
California and thought okay -- 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I think I'm a poa annua guy, so when we get to California I 
get a little more excited realizing okay, I can handle this, I know what this looks like, 
especially this kind of golf course is right up my alley.   
 
I never had any really good success at Riv for whatever reason.  I think it's the Kikuyu there 
kind of drives me crazy maybe a little bit more so than anywhere else.   
 
California for whatever reason has always bee good to me.  I like the lifestyle out here, I like 
the people, kind of where my career got started was at Torrey in my rookie year in '07 and 
ever since then I've just loved it when I get on a plane that's going west, it's always been a 
good thing for me.  Another reason why I want to start my year out here in Napa this year. 
 
Q.  What do you think it will take for the fall events like this to get more top-20 
players?  Is that sort of an uphill climb?  It's after the Ryder Cup, I realize.  The 
schedule changes next year.  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, it does.  I think the schedule change is going to help a lot of 
events that historically have not had the strongest of fields because the year will be more 
condensed.  I think we're starting to see it now.  I saw some stats on it where if you didn't 
play in the fall the last few years, your chance of making East Lake goes down dramatically.   
 
I don't care what any player says out here, everybody kind of bases their year off of making 
the TOUR Championship in Atlanta, I've had a good year.  Win a major, that makes it a 
great year, but that's kind of where the precedent's set.   
 
I think with the schedule being condensed the way it is and the importance of fewer Playoff 
events, moving everything up about a month in the schedule, these events will be more 
important realizing that there's fewer opportunities in the grand scheme of things of getting 
back to East Lake and making these events starting the year off very important.  I think we'll 
start seeing that going forward more. 
 
Q.  What does it do for you when you win early?  Winning a tournament early in the 
season, what does it sort of do for you to sort of set up the season? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It can do two things.  It can go really, really well or really, really 
poorly depending on how you take it.  I've won several times early in the year and it kind of 
sets your year up to be successful in a way that, okay, don't have to press as much about 
worrying about certain things that might be going on.  Obviously take confidence from it 
knowing, okay, I'm working on the right stuff, it's going to be a good year.   
 
But the hard thing is you can't change expectations, right?  Win early in the year, all of a 
sudden I'm going to win again really quick, we're going to steamroll this thing, get it going.  It 
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just never works that way.   
 
It can help you.  The hardest thing if you get off to a quick start, which everybody wants to 
be, is staying patient and realizing it's a long year still ahead of me.   
 
Unfortunately, there's going to be some bumps in the road.  You're going to have some poor 
golf in the middle of that and sometimes you can kind of get your expectations way out of 
whack for realizing the situation that you're in and just, you know, it's hard to process once 
you've had success that early.  It's boring, mundane stuff, I know, but that's kind of the way it 
works.  You kind of have a great year or a great start to the year and all of a sudden 
everything changes and you start doing something differently or putting way too much 
pressure on yourself to play great and kind of back it up and it kind of goes the other way. 
 
Q.  How has the 59 come up since then?  Do you hear about it from fans? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yep. 
 
Q.  What did it sort of change about your career? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  That's one of the things I've seen since in the last two months, I 
guess, is everywhere I go, people go, "Man, great 59."   
 
I didn't realize -- you know, when you do it, you're not really thinking about, you're just trying 
to win the golf tournament, play as low as you can.  But that's one of those things in history 
that's not going anywhere.  People are going to realize you're synonymous with that number 
now.  
 
And didn't realize what a big deal it was until you're walking around town at home and 
people are going, "Man, great 59."  It's awesome, they don't care about me winning, they 
care about me shooting 59.  So it's funny how that's kind of happened.   
 
I didn't think about it at the time, I was just trying to win the golf tournament, which I thought 
was more important.  But yeah, it's kind of next to my name now.  I guess now 10 guys that 
have done it because I saw Ollie Fisher did it a few weeks ago in Europe and it's a cool club 
to be a part of. 
 
Q.  Any funny stories, have you come across other guys who shot 59?  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I saw Adam Hadwin the next week and he texted me 
something, you know, welcome to the club.  And Gary Player sent me something.  It's pretty 
cool to have those guys, we're all kind of interconnected.  Whether good, bad or indifferent, 
we're stuck with each other for a while.  So it's fun to be a part of with those guys, Chip Beck 
and Al Geiberger.  Through one way or another I've either reached out to all of them or 
they've sent me a note or something like that, so it's a pretty unique group of people and 
pretty cool thing to be a part of.  
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Q.  (No microphone.) 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It's not fun when you shoot -- you know, you go out and shoot 80 
one day when you're home messing around.  You're like, "Man, I've got a long way to go." 
 
Great thing about that thing is on Wednesday of that week I wasn't playing great, so you 
never know when it's going to happen.  I probably shot 72 or 3 on Wednesday and next day 
I go out and shoot 59.  So you just never know, that's why golf's so crazy. 
 
Q.  So you guys on Tour have a handful of tournaments where there's a lot of 
(inaudible), prime example, but here (inaudible.)  How do you break that down this 
week, do you have your game face on --  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, it's great until French Laundry's probably one of the most 
famous restaurants in the world and we always try to go.  My wife comes out every year.  
The years I've come here, we've gone there to eat dinner.   
 
It's hard to stay focused throughout the course of the week because you know you've got 
those great things on the back end of it and you try to stay -- either come a few days early 
and do a bunch of it or stay a couple days later and do it because during the week it's not 
great to be going out doing a bunch of wine tasting and eating big meals and trying to get up 
and play good golf the next day.   
 
So try to temper it a little during the week and try to stay over on Sunday, Monday and 
maybe do something.  This week I didn't get here early, so I might just stay over and spend 
an extra day or two here.   
 
It's great.  It's a beautiful part of the country.  We try to come once a year and see it.  It's 
great when I'm here to be able to work and kind of tie it into a work trip, too.  There's lots of 
wives here this week, there's lots of families here this week because there's a lot of stuff to 
do off the golf course that's a lot of fun. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Anybody else?  Brandt, as always, we appreciate your time. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Appreciate it. 
  


