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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 2, 2018      
 
CAMERON CHAMP 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome Cameron Champ to the interview room at the 
Safeway Open.  Cameron, you're coming in here as more than one of the 20 rookies on the 
PGA TOUR this season in '18-'19.  I know you played a number of PGA TOUR events.  I 
think this might have been your last PGA TOUR event as an amateur last year before 
turning pro.  Just talk about this event coming here and what you think you'll expect in your 
rookie season. 
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Well, obviously since making it off the Web, this is obviously my first 
official PGA TOUR event as a member.  It's pretty close to home so this is kind of a home 
event, which is nice.  Obviously it will be my first official event as a member.   
 
As far as rookie season goes, just going to try to go about it the same as I did last year, just 
kind of figure out, you know, what kind of works best for me out here and the courses and 
whatnot, and then at the end of the day just play my own game. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You got a chance to see the golf course this morning, I understand you 
played 18 holes.  Just your thoughts on Silverado Golf & Country Club and what to expect 
this week. 
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Yeah, the course is in great shape.  Obviously we've been getting 
some rain, but it's flawless.  The greens are good, fairways.  The rough, obviously I'm sure 
they'll probably grow out a little bit more as the week goes on and if we get no rain, the 
greens will probably get very firm since they're already starting to skip now.  I think it will be 
a very good week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Just recently the Calvin Peete Foundation announced you as a recipient 
of the Calvin Peete Award, which acknowledges leaders and champions in their specific 
fields.  Just talk about that award and how meaningful it is to you. 
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Yeah, it's extremely -- it's an extreme honor of mine to receive that 
award.  Calvin Peete, what he did for the game as an African-American male, it kind of hits 
home to my family history.  Like I said, just to be able to receive it knowing that I fit his 
criteria of what his, I guess, program and the award kind of means to.  Yeah, I'm extremely, 
extremely excited to receive it. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  I think just maturity mainly.  Coming out, obviously I had high 
expectations, but I didn't really try to exceed them.  I think I just let too many things get in the 
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way of myself.  I think maturity throughout the year kind of helped that.  I felt like I needed to 
fail to learn to get better, which obviously golf, we fail 95, 98 percent of the time.  So I think 
that was the main key for me.  In the middle of the season I started to figure things out, how I 
should go about things on the course, how I should attack certain golf courses, course 
management, stuff like that instead of just getting too far ahead of myself.  I think just as it 
went on, maturity-wise really helped me throughout the year. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  I mean, I talked to my coach, Sean Foley, a lot about it.  He does a lot 
for me with the mental aspect, but even he says it's stuff you have to learn on your own.  
You can't teach maturing as a person.  As I went along, I made the mistakes and I talked to 
him about it, which he would give me kind of an answer as to what I did wrong and how I 
could fix it, and then at that point it was just up to me just to learn from all of it.  Like I said, in 
the middle of the season when I had my good stretch going, it was just like everything 
started to click and work, which was nice to see.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You're one of the longest drivers on the Web.com, I think you led the 
rankings, and Calvin Peete, who you just received this award from, was one of the 
straightest.   
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  I saw that, for 10 years.  I saw that.  I was like wow, that's pretty 
impressive. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Do you feel that your accuracy on your tee shots is adequate right now 
or is that something that you feel you need to work on a little bit, because that would be a 
pretty formidable combination, I'm sure.  
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Yeah.  I mean, I think this year I was -- I can't remember my exact 
number where I was, but I feel like I'm a decent driver of the ball as far as accuracy goes.  
This year, like I said, maturing and figuring out my game, I kind of created a shot I like to hit, 
just kind of my "get in the fairway" I call it.  It's kind of a lower shot that I'm very comfortable 
with if I'm under pressure or if I'm having a bad day.  If I can't really find a fairway, I'll usually 
go to that so I think that's really helped me with the driving aspect. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  After a season on the Web.com Tour, what have you learned the most 
about playing on Tour as a professional? 
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  That it's a lot week to week.  Usually we only get about one day off, 
that's Monday, which is a travel day, and then back at it.  Like I said, just figuring out what 
works best for you timing-wise.  I figured I like to get there early in the mornings for practice 
rounds, try to be the first off Tuesday, Wednesday and get done by a decent time and can 
have the rest of the day to relax, hang out with family if they're in town, stuff like that.  And it 
seemed to work out kind of, like I said, pretty well once I got comfortable in the middle of the 
season. 
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Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  My grandfather.  My grandfather started me at 2.  It was kind of when 
I got my first set of plastic clubs and then from there just kind of fell in love with it.  As I got 
older, I always wanted to go to the course with grandpa.  Even though I played other sports 
growing up, obviously I was young at that point, I can't remember much, but I feel like I 
would seem to always be at grandpa's house every single afternoon and, like I said, we just 
hit balls all day until it got dark. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Well, he was in the Air Force and he would play as much as he 
possibly could.  From what I understand, he was right around even par at probably his best.  
But he played a lot, too, like I said as far as my recollection, when he was a little younger, 
that's kind of what I would assume. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  You played a number of events last year on the PGA TOUR and I'm 
guessing it's pretty different from the Web.com.  What are some of the things that you -- do 
you recall any of the coolest experiences that you've had the opportunity to do away from 
the golf course, whether it's in Mexico where you played or anywhere else?  Is there 
something that stands out?  
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Away from the course? 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Yeah, that you might not have had the opportunity to do before. 
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  That's a good question.  Not that really comes to mind, honestly. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  A lot of hard work on the golf course preparing and getting ready, I'm 
sure. 
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Yeah.  I mean, off the course I would say our foundation that 
we -- that my father and I started, the Cameron Champ Foundation, it's starting to kick off 
now.  Obviously with the position I'm in now, we're able to kind of do more for it and whatnot.  
There's a local par-3 course that I grew up on, it's the first course I ever played that we're 
kind of taking over management of to run our programs for the kids and communities and 
whatnot.  That's probably been -- 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Pretty satisfying. 
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Yeah, it is.  Over the years it was kind of a thought.  I remember a few 
years ago my dad talking about maybe doing this and now it's kind of neat that the course I 
first played on, we're going to be managing it and running programs and whatnot.  
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Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  I mean, for me I like setting small goals to reach the big ones.  I've 
kind of learned that if I set extremely high goals to start, I get way too, like I said, ahead of 
myself.  That's why I learned in the beginning of when I first turned pro, just set smaller goals 
as I go, then once I reach the smaller goals, then in the end I'll reach my main goals. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Small goal for this week?  Just to put four solid rounds together.  This 
course, it is a scorable course if you can keep it in the fairway.  The greens are very 
manageable.  It's obviously very -- you need to putt well here because, like I said, you're 
going to have a lot of mid irons to whatnot.  If I just put four solid rounds together and 
minimize the mistakes, I think I'll have a good week. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Thank you, Cameron, for coming in.  We appreciate it.  Have a great 
week. 
 
CAMERON CHAMP:  Thank you. 
  


