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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
September 23, 2018      
 
DENNY McCARTHY  ( -23) 
 
 
Q.  With Denny McCarthy here at Atlantic Beach Country Club, winner of the 
Web.Com Tour Championship, fully exempt PGA TOUR status and secured into THE 
PLAYERS Championship next year.  Denny, how does that all feel? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Well, it sounds really good.  Hasn't quite sunk in yet, but I'm sure it 
will feel pretty darn good tomorrow. 
 
It's been quite a journey this year.  PGA TOUR was tough to start out the year and stuck 
through it and got my game -- raised my level and been playing some really good golf.  Just 
feels incredible to finish off these Playoffs.  So much work behind the scenes that nobody 
really sees.  I have a great team, they've been tremendous throughout the whole process.  I 
just couldn't be happier.  I'm just very blessed, very lucky to be here in this position. 
 
Q.  This week in particular, was there any one part of your game that was really 
shining through to give you the win? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  No.  I did everything really good this week.  You have to, you have to 
to win.  You can't have one part of your game not at its top form to win out here.  Everyone's 
so darn good. 
 
Every part of my game's been really good for a while now and kind of matched it up 
this week.  Just put my head down and got it done. 
 
Q.  Did you have a target score today, anything in mind? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I usually don't, but on the way driving to the golf course I felt like if I 
shot 7 under today and got to 24 under, that would have got it done, and obviously 6 was 
enough to get it done.  Almost freed me up a little bit.  I played a good hole on 1 and missed 
a five-footer for birdie and then pulled it in the water on 2 and actually made a really good 
bogey, I had to get up and down from 130 yards for bogey on 2.  Sometimes when you kind 
of do something like that, it kind of just frees you up a little bit more.   
 
Yesterday I kind of hit a lull where I made some pars.  It's almost beneficial for me to make a 
bogey and then that way I feel like I can -- I bounce back stronger.  Sometimes an early 
slip-up is a good thing and that's kind of what happened today, kind of just got my mind a 
little more focused.  I just really grinded this one out. 
 
Q.  How long a putt did you make on 2? 
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DENNY McCARTHY:  I made like a six-footer for bogey.  Big putt.  Obviously not that far, 
but a big putt as far as momentum wise.  You don't want to walk off the second hole with a 
double, especially when people are making birdies in those first five or six holes.  It would 
have been tough to start 2 over through two.  Found a way to get that in the hole and make 
a nice little run there on the front nine and continue it on the back. 
 
Q.  There weren't a lot of true rookies who got their card through the finals Money 
List, almost all of them had been there before.  Does experience matter in these four 
events? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  It helps me, I don't know about everyone else.  Knowing the golf 
courses and having the knowledge of the golf courses really helps me.  I feel like this next 
year on the PGA TOUR I'm going to be much better suited having played all these places 
once this past year getting some tournament rounds on those places.  It's tough, it's really 
tough to go to a course that you're not familiar with and expect to play great golf.  You're just 
not familiar with the course, you're just not as comfortable with where to miss it off the tee 
and into the green.  It was nice, I've played all four of these places.  That's why combination 
of really good golf that I've been playing and course knowledge, that's why I've had some 
good finishes.  Ultimately, got a win here. 
 
Q.  Not only does this win send you back to the PGA TOUR, but it sends you back in 
fully exempt status and a spot in the 2019 PLAYERS.  Just speak to that. 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Just like Kevin said, that just sounds amazing.  I'm sure it will feel 
amazing by the time tomorrow comes around.  Like I said, just a lot of hard work's been put 
into it.  I didn't really think about that, I didn't really think that far.  I just tried to keep myself in 
the moment where I just play good golf and put my head down and stick to the process. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible) on that course, is it an event and a course that you felt suited your 
game? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I think so.  I think any course suits my game.  I feel like my game 
travels really well, especially to places that I've played before.  I mean, I have played THE 
PLAYERS course, it's been a little while, but it's nice at least knowing what the holes look 
like before you get to a place.  That's kind of what I struggled with this year on the PGA 
TOUR.  You're trying to visualize how you're going to play a course going into the week, but 
you don't know the course.  So that's why it was tough this year.   
 
I think I'll probably be a little more at ease this year, a little more comfortable, especially 
knowing that I can get the job done.  I'm just really looking forward and excited for the 
season.  It's been a long year, but it's a quick turnaround.  I've got to go and play five or six 
tournaments in the fall.  My game's ready for them. 
 
Q.  So you're flooring it, you're not going to really take a whole long break? 
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DENNY McCARTHY:  No, I'm playing everything I get into basically this fall.  I'm playing 
good golf, no reason for me not to. 
 
Q.  Is there anything in particular from your first year on the PGA TOUR that you 
learned about how you approach practice or the courses or the whole thing that you 
would like to apply? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Yeah, I would say I did a really good job of just conserving my energy 
this year.  I really don't do much Monday to Wednesday, I try and stay very relaxed.  
Obviously learning the golf courses, like I mentioned a few times, try and play maybe nine 
one day and nine another day, just use those couple hours to focus on learning the course 
and not so much grinding off the course, trying to save my energy.  That's kind of what I tried 
to do this year.  I think it will help me again this next year.   
 
Really, it's a lot of golf in one year, so if you're doing a lot of stuff every single day, it's tough.  
It's tough on your body.  So I just tried to conserve my energy as best as I could. 
 
Q.  Did you know that you pretty much had to win with (inaudible) playing as well as 
he did? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Yeah, I did.  Derrick, my caddie, mentioned something to me early in 
the round today about if he finishes whatever, but I told him I can't worry about that, I've got 
to go out and take care of my part first and let the chips fall where they do.  If I end up being 
the money winner, then great.  If not, oh, well.  But I was just kind of focused on just trying to 
play a really good, solid round today like I had the first three days and I was able to close out 
a tournament which has been tough for me.  I've put myself in this position a lot and it's not 
easy to close out a golf tournament and I'm very proud of the way I handled myself today. 
 
Q.  Ping pong, you called your shot, said let's go chase the golf ball. 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  It gave me some winning vibes earlier in the week.  That ping pong 
tournament was nice.  I knew what it was like to win again after winning that ping pong 
tournament.  I had a good feeling coming into this week before the ping pong tournament, 
but even more so after.   
 
Q.  So safe to say you're going to look for ping pong tournaments? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Yeah, I'm going to start challenging some guys left and right.  Any 
tournament that's got a ping pong table, I'm going to start taking some guys on. 
 
Q.  Kuchar will be waiting.  
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I'll take him on. 
  


