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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 21, 2018      
 
DENNY McCARTHY  ( -13) 
 
 
Q.  Just tell us about your round. 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Another solid round.  Went bogey free the first round, I was on a 
good pace to go bogey free again the second round.  I bogeyed the hardest hole on the 
course, 16's playing really tough today with the wind into off the left.  5's not a terrible score 
there actually, on the spot where 5 would have been a pretty good score.  Almost a clean 
card, plenty of offense right now.  Doing a lot of really good things, everything in my game 
feels really good right now, it has for quite some time now.  So this is just kind of a 
culmination of knowing the courses in these playoff events and playing some good golf and 
that's why I see my name up top. 
 
Q.  You had obviously a lot of birdies today.  If you had to pick one shot of the day, 
what was it? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I had a bonus birdie on 14.  I birdied -- I hit a little lull in the middle of 
my round.  I was playing well, hit a lull probably call it 8 through 10 there, a couple-hole 
stretch where I couldn't really get anything going.  Birdied 11, made a nice birdie on 13 and 
then I made a 50-footer for birdie on 14 that kind of kept the momentum going.  I wouldn't 
say that was the most important shot, that's just kind of one that stands out. 
 
Q.  Did you make anything near as long as that? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  No.  I had some really good looks on 1 and 2 that I missed and hit a 
really good shot in there on 3.  3's not an easy par 3 and kind of got one back after not 
converting on 1 and 2.  I felt like 1 under through 3 is kind of where I should have been.  
Made a nice another putt on 4, so kind of just got the ball rolling.   
 
If you can get off to a good start, 2 and 3 are kind of tricky holes, but you have good 
opportunities on 1 and then obviously 4, 5, 6, 7, that's kind of like -- 6 and 7 being 
back-to-back par 5s, that's where guys are making up a lot of shots.  Even through 8 and 9 
really, that's a part of the golf course where I haven't looked at many scores but I'm 
assuming most guys are playing those holes a couple under and that's why you see a lot of 
scores that are kind of high.  There's some stretches where you can really get it out here 
and there's a couple stretches where you kind of need to be defensive.  So guys are making 
birdies.  I'm going to have to go low on the weekend. 
 
Q.  Are you playing loose with no pressure because you've already got your card? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I feel like I've been playing loose with no pressure for a while.  I've 
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kind of established this mindset midway through the Tour season this past year, you know, I 
felt like I was being a little protective and defensive and feel like I've had a really clear mind 
and I've been playing really free for a while now.  It is nice to know that I have my Tour card 
locked up, but at the same time it doesn't really change anything in my mind.  I'm playing 
well enough to win and I'm out here hungry, trying to get a win. 
 
Q.  What's the biggest thing from last your on the Tour that you learned that you want 
to take to next season? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Just being really patient.  It's really hard, especially when you know 
you're playing great golf and you're not quite getting the results that indicates how well 
you're playing.  I feel like I've played a lot of good golf that really hasn't shown in the results 
and I've kind of tried to just cool down and be really patient and just kind of let it come to me, 
let the tournament come to me, let the opportunities and green lights come to me out there 
and not try and force things.  If you push back, especially on the courses on Tour, if you 
push back, the course will push back even harder, so that's when you can get in trouble out 
there, make some mistakes.  So just got to really keep a level head all day and stay really 
patient. 
 
Q.  You're the second most famous golfer from Takoma Park, Maryland.  
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I'm not really from Takoma Park, Maryland.  I was born in Takoma 
Park.  It says I'm from Takoma Park, but really Rockville, Maryland, is where I'm from.  
Who's the other golfer? 
 
Q.  Fred Funk.  
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Oh, yeah.  I'm in pretty good company then. 
 
Q.  And then anthropology degree at Virginia?  
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Um-hmm. 
 
Q.  How did you do that? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Just something I settled on, it was something that was really 
interesting to me.  I wasn't going to be a braniac, I wasn't going to be doing 
anything -- anything huge.  I mean, UVA's a tough school. 
 
Q.  You got into Virginia, you're not dumb.  
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I'm not dumb.  You go there and take that class, you tell me how it is.  
It wasn't that easy. 
 
Q.  But you can't be -- you've got to have a little bit of -- 
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DENNY McCARTHY:  Yeah, I'm a pretty smart kid.  I like to think I'm pretty smart doing 
things out here in a pretty successful manner.  Obviously my smarts have gotten me 
somewhere. 
 
Q.  Lastly, have you gotten anybody who's noticed where you went to high school 
yet? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  What do you mean? 
 
Q.  In relation to public events, current events? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  No. 
 
Q.  You went to the same high school as Brett Kavanaugh?  
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  I did, yeah. 
 
Q.  Do you have any particular opinion on him, what's been going on? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  No comment. 
 
Q.  All right.  I wouldn't blame you.  Getting the No. 1 spot possibly, the fact that 
you're one shot off the lead and you probably understand like what that means? 
 
DENNY McCARTHY:  Yeah, 100 percent, I'm trying to get that spot.  There's no secrets 
about it.  I'll come out and tell you I'm here to win this tournament and get that No. 1 spot.  
I've been hungry for a while.  I have a pretty hungry attitude and I'm going to stay hungry.  
Been playing a lot of golf lately, a lot of good golf, so it's easier to travel week to week when 
you're playing some good golf.  And I've been doing a good job of saving my energy kind of 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and getting ready to compete Thursday through Sunday.  I'm 
out here trying to get that No. 1 spot.  It's getting into THE PLAYERS, exempt on the PGA 
TOUR, that's a big deal and that's what we're all out here trying to play for. 
  


