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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 20, 2018      
 
CHRIS PAISLEY  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  We're here with Chris Paisley, who opened at 10-under 61 at Atlantic Beach 
Country Club, leading the Web.Com Tour Championship by two shots.  Chris, great 
playing today.  
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  Absolutely.  What would you describe as the key to your round today? 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  I think just all around was really good.  I hit it well off the tee, which gave 
me a lot of kind of short irons into the greens and opportunities to -- you know, I had to 
knock it on the green in two on the par 5s or leave a good wedge number.  Hit a lot of really 
good iron shots close, and then a few other bonus kind of things happened where I holed 
the bunker shot on 18 and holed a long putt on 8.  So there was a couple little things like 
that that obviously helped a lot.  Still left a couple out there, but I'm not going to complain 
about that. 
 
Q.  Is there anything in particular you were working on over the last two days to get 
your game in shape for this week? 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Everything.  I haven't exactly played well recently.  I had a really good 
start of the year in Europe, I won and had a couple of 5ths and had a good finish in the 
Zurich over here, but since then I've played pretty terrible.  I made one cut, I think.  Just my 
whole game's not been great.  I kind of felt it turning a little bit, but it was just nice to play 
good again.  I haven't played well for a while, so I enjoyed it. 
 
Q.  Is that how frustrating this sport is?  
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Playing bad and then all of a sudden 10 under? 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Yeah, it's weird.  In January I obviously played amazing and I was Player 
of the Month in Europe and I went from 300th in the world to top 100 in the world and 
everything's great.  Then all of a sudden about four or five months where I can't make a cut 
and can't seem to break par.  It's just a weird game.  I suppose it's a good lesson in that 
you've got to just stay patient and kind of take the ups and downs as they come.  Yeah, I've 
been working hard on just every aspect of my game and I suppose it came together today. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible.)  Did you not really see that? 
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CHRIS PAISLEY:  I wouldn't say I'm surprised.  I mean, I know I'm capable of shooting that 
because it's one of those courses where if you're playing well, we'll have quite a lot of birdie 
chances.  And the greens are pure, so you've got a good chance of holing them.   
 
I'm surprised to go from shooting like low to mid 70s the last five months to then shooting 62.  
It doesn't make sense, but golf's like that.  The margins are so fine, a couple of bad drives 
here and there and one iron shot a bit closer and a couple putts and all of a sudden you get 
a bit of confidence and some good momentum and it goes on like that.  But yeah, I'm just 
really happy to be playing well. 
 
Q.  After Zurich, did you think you were on track to make the -- to get your Tour card 
on points?  
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Yeah.  Possibly at that point there was people asking me if I would get in 
the Ryder Cup and all that.  Yeah, kind of went from nowhere really to then all of a sudden 
getting in talks about getting in the Ryder Cup, and I was looking to try and get in the 
Masters and U.S. Open and then I just lost form and none of that happened.   
 
Yeah, all those kind of goals that I kind of had to reset in the year I just didn't meet.  It's just 
one of those things again.  Like I said, that's how golf is and hopefully now I'm kind of on the 
up again and I'll try to ride this wave better than I did the last one. 
 
Q.  Did you have a decision to make as far as coming to the Web.com Finals? 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Yeah.  Well -- 
 
Q.  Consider not doing that? 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Well, I mean, the nice thing was I won early in the year in Europe.  I've 
got the first two Final series events locked up, I think I'm in those.  I'm not guaranteed to be 
in Dubai yet.  But I just thought we have a house over here, my wife's American, my goal is 
to try to get on the PGA TOUR, so it was a perfect opportunity to try and do it.  Obviously I 
had almost written my chances off before today because I was playing pretty poorly and 
missed the first three cuts.  That just shows you what golf's like.  Obviously I'm not going to 
get ahead of myself because there's three more rounds to go, but it was just really nice to 
shoot a good round of golf. 
 
Q.  Where's your home in America?   
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  In Orlando. 
 
Q.  I know this might be tough, but can you run down the distances on the birdies 
starting with 11? 
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CHRIS PAISLEY:  11, all right.  I holed about 15 feet on 11.  12, is that the par 3? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Yeah, I hit it to like six inches there.  13, 12 feet.  17, 10 feet. 
 
Q.  The eagle on 18? 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Yeah, I holed a bunker shot there.  5 was a par 3, I think.  Holed maybe a 
20-footer there.  7, like three feet. 
 
Q.  And you already mentioned 8. 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Yeah, that was probably 35, 40 feet there.  And then 9, yeah. 
 
Q.  What's your favorite club in the bag? 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  I would say putter.  (Inaudible) I think one of the top-5 or something in 
Europe and that's something that rarely let's me down, so yeah, I really enjoy it. 
 
Q.  For the casual fan, being from the U.K. and the options you have in Europe, why is 
your goal to come here and chase a Tour card? 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Just -- I don't know.  I guess it's -- I think I'll always play in Europe to 
some extent.  I love it over there, but with my wife, she's from here, we have a house here, 
we're having a baby in a month.  I'd just like to try and do it.  Obviously there's the financial 
side, which is great, but the travel side of things is really tough in Europe, especially when 
I've got a little one over here.  Over the winter period where you travel to South Africa, to 
China, to the Middle East, it can be pretty tough.  So I kind of like the idea of playing over 
here and having quite it seems like a much easier lifestyle travel-wise.  Obviously all the top 
players play over here.  But I'm still a long way from achieving that.  I love it in Europe, and if 
it doesn't work out this week and I go back there, then I'm perfectly happy.  But to get a card 
here would also be fantastic. 
 
Q.  How aware are you of the past stories of guys who had played poorly the first 
three Finals events only to get their card here? 
 
CHRIS PAISLEY:  Yeah, I mean, I know of one, I think Thomas Aiken did it that way.  I'm 
sure there's others.  I'm sure it's a thing where you miss the first three, you don't play very 
well and your expectations drop and you almost write it off, a bit like what I have.  I was just 
trying to make a cut and get back to playing well again.  So kind of putting that pressure on 
yourself and maybe it frees you up and you just have that really good week, hole a few putts, 
get a bit of confidence.  It's the nature of golf, I think.  It's a strange sport psychologically and 
hopefully I'm one of those guys that does that. 
  


