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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 20, 2018      
 
GREG CONRAD, Tournament Director 
 
 
Q.  So what's your thoughts about today? 
 
GREG CONRAD:  Well, obviously the rain's not what you want for the spectators and the 
city.  Everybody's put in a lot of work.  Volunteers, that's who you really feel bad for.  Kind of 
as Swifty talked about, this is what outdoor events are all about, this is what happens.  It's 
not really what happens, it's how you deal with it once it happens.   
 
So we have a plan and we're executing the plan, and we have a great team and it's a great 
community and they're rallying around us.   
 
Swifty brought up the helicopter, hopefully have two out here if the weather allows us to to 
help dry out the golf course.  We're going to be doing all sorts of things to just make it a 
great shining star for Sioux Falls.   
 
I'm not disappointed.  I know we'll have a good plan, a great team, but again, I'm 
disappointed for the folks of Sioux Falls and sponsors that want to come out here and play 
golf today and the volunteers that have been working so hard.  It's hard to sit here and watch 
the rain fall and think about all the work you put in.   
 
But here's the great news:  We've got three days, at least three days that we're broadcasting 
across the world.  330 million homes will be watching this over the next three days.  
Beautiful skies, a little South Dakota wind and 78 of the best golfers in the world.  So really, 
honestly, if we think back about it, it could have been a lot worse.  I know there are cities 
north and south of us that got hail and tornadoes and those kind of things.  Me personally, 
I'm counting my blessings.  I can guarantee you that the team that we've put together and I 
get to be a part of, we're excited to put on a great show and that's our goal. 
 
Q.  Who made the final call this morning to call off the pro-am? 
 
GREG CONRAD:  It's always a collaborative decision.  Quite frankly, I don't think anybody 
makes a decision on their own.  So what happens is we get together with the Tour, the Tour 
agronomist, we get together with the competition committee or the competition rules officials 
of the Tour, and of course David Swift, who you just talked to.  We all talk about all the 
variables about making sure that people have a good time and they're safe.  So we felt good 
about them being safe, but we didn't feel good about them having a good time, and we also 
didn't feel great about preserving the golf course for Friday, Saturday, Sunday.   
 
Having said that, then we said, hey, we think we can put together a plan where the sponsors 
and the people that were going to play in the pro-am, we can let them have a good time, get 
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them out here and get them to spend two hours having breakfast with their pro.   
 
Then we got together and we had sort of a Ryder Cup roundtable this morning with Colin 
Montgomerie and Corey Pavin and David Toms did a little talk, talked about the Ryder Cup 
upcoming.  I think we'll do the same this afternoon with Darren Clarke and Steve Stricker, 
who are nice enough to do it.   
 
It's kind of cool really, you're spending five hours with a pro out on the golf course and now 
instead you're sitting at a table with them for two hours and can talk with them, get to know 
them, get their autograph and have some fun.  So it made the decision easier, but at the end 
of the day they signed up to play golf and we knew that.   
 
But felt good about the decision, felt good about it and glad we made the decision.  I think it 
gives us the best chance for great success starting tomorrow morning when we open up the 
gates. 
 
Q.  Kind of a followup question to that, have you talked to any of the players about 
their concerns about the turf conditions and whether it will be firm or soggy? 
 
GREG CONRAD:  Well, I think they anticipate soggy, but the players are great.  I've 
probably talked to 20, 30 of them just in the last 24 hours.  I think honestly, they just feel bad 
for the city, they feel bad for the volunteers.   
 
The great thing about these guys, they're all over the age of 50, they've all played 
professional golf for going on 25 years.  They get it.  They understand what it means to be 
the superintendent, they understand what it means to be a volunteer, they understand what 
it means to be a reporter and all the stuff that goes into that.  I think they feel like I do, like 
it's just really tough.  Some of them say, "Boy, Greg, I really feel bad for you, but we're going 
to make it a great event."  That's what South Dakota's about.  We're not interested in 
worrying about what happened, we're worried about putting on a great show.  The players 
are excited and they know that it will be a great day tomorrow.   
 
Yeah, I think they would rather it be firmer.  I think the tougher the conditions, the firmer the 
conditions, the better players tend to like that.  I think they're all paying attention.  And of 
course you've got your shorter hitters who aren't as happy because they won't get as much 
roll.  Happens every week, it's just weather so it's part of their life.  They'll go out and they'll 
put on a good show and we'll have some fun. 
 
Q.  What about those people that bought tickets for today's event? 
 
GREG CONRAD:  So the people that bought tickets for today's event, you can use those 
tickets for tomorrow at no additional charge.  And remember, parking is free.  We have to 
change the parking situation so I'll share that with you.  But again, if you bought a ticket for 
today, that's absolutely valid at no additional charge for tomorrow.  
  


