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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
August 23, 2018      
 
KRAMER HICKOK  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Beautiful round today.  How does it feel?  Just kind of describe your day.  
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  It feels really good.  Coming off a couple missed cuts these last couple 
weeks, I've really been struggling with my ball-striking.  This is a golf course where you 
really can't fake it around, you've got to strike it well.  Fairways are soft, so fairways are 
holding but the rough's up.  It's thick and it's really penalizing, so it's nice.  I went back and 
saw my coach, Cameron McCormick, last week, got a few things dialed in and really happy 
with where my game's at right now. 
 
Q.  You had a solid par save there on 18.  Kind of work us through that. 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Yeah, it's a tough hole for me, I have to hit a cut off the tee.  It's a hard 
dogleg left.  So it's something that I'm just going to have to pick more of a solid line and 
commit to it.  I kind of lost a little bit of the commitment there and left it right in the bunker, 
and the bunkers are so deep here so I could just wedge it out.  So I wedged it out and had 
about 50 yards coming in, hit a nice little pitch shot there to five feet and made the putt, so it 
was a nice way to finish the round. 
 
Q.  Absolutely.  Any other shots that kind of really stuck out to you today? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Yeah.  I had a solid number on 11.  No. 11's a pretty long hole, 470, 
and I had -- it's a shot that I've been struggling with coming in, it's a cut 5-iron.  It's either that 
or a hard 6.  It's a shot that typically I would hit left these last couple weeks when I've been 
swinging it a little bit worse.  I hit a perfect little cut 5-iron just like I was visualizing and was 
able to hit it to about 15 feet and make the putt.  That gave me a lot of confidence in my 
swing and the things I've been working on these last few days, just to be able to pull off that 
shot.  I haven't had it in the last few weeks.  So this is a golf course you've got to have 
everything in the bag.  You've got to have everything working for you and certainly happy 
with the way things are going. 
 
Q.  That was your third straight birdie.  What was going right for you at that point on 
the course? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Just hitting some good shots.  We had some good numbers coming in, 
but really just picking conservative targets and swinging aggressively.  It's a course you get 
in the wrong position to make a quick bogey, and it's easy once you make a couple bogeys 
to really want to get back with a birdie and then leads to even more bogeys.  So just 
patience is really big out here.  I was just really hitting to the fat parts of the green and just 
trying to give myself putts at it.  So I got the putter going.  I was able to make a few 
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eight-footers early on, just went right in the heart, right down my line.  So it gave me a lot of 
confidence.  It's just nice to see a few drop and start hitting it where you're looking and it 
leads to some low scores. 
 
Q.  You already have your card locked up, right? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  I do. 
 
Q.  How does it feel to be here competing against guys that are trying to get to that 
point? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Yeah.  I was talking to John Peterson early in the week.  We flew up 
on -- up together and he kind of said, "You've got nothing to lose."  If I were to go miss every 
cut, you know, I can only better my position, which is a great feeling.  So I feel like I'm really 
just freewheeling it out here this week.  Feel like there's a lot of guys that have a lot more 
pressure than I do, whether they're trying to secure their card or they're trying to get to the 
PGA TOUR for the first time.  So my mentality's just way different.  I'm really relaxed and just 
got nothing to lose, so I'm just out there playing the best golf I can. 
 
Q.  As an Austin native, just wonder how you guys might be -- looks like you're 
getting a Major League Soccer team.  Do you have much thought on that? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  No idea.  I didn't even know that, but that would be awesome.  That 
would be great.  I'm kind of starting to get into soccer lately with FIFA and everything.  All my 
buddies are into it, so one more good thing to have. 
 
Q.  Is Austin a town that needs professional sports, do you feel? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Absolutely.  Dallas has got them all, but Austin's really just growing 
even more than Dallas now.  It's got everything.  Everyone wants to be in Austin.  If you're in 
Texas, that's the place to be.  It's just a hundred people are moving there every day.  They 
started to get the F1 there and they obviously got a huge university there.  It would be pretty 
cool to see some professional sports come to Austin. 
 
Q.  The reason I asked, the team would be the Columbus Crew here and they're trying 
to move them to Austin.  
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Is that right? 
 
Q.  It's a pretty big -- obviously caused a lot of headlines here.  I figure as an Austin 
native, you might have some thoughts on the process. 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  Bring 'em on, let's go.  I'll be the newest fan. 
 
Q.  Finally, you mentioned you've got nowhere to go but up.  That No. 1 spot 
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obviously coming with being exempt out on Tour next year and a spot in THE 
PLAYERS.  How big would that be? 
 
KRAMER HICKOK:  That would be huge.  You go from basically not sure how many starts 
you're going to get to planning out the rest of your season, so that would be awesome.  You 
know, to be able to play in THE PLAYERS and then kind of work your way up into hopefully 
some of the majors, that's what you've been dreaming about playing in your whole life.  So 
that would be a dream come true to be able to lock that up, but there's tons of golf to be 
played, so got to go out there and just freewheel it and have a good time. 
  


