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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
August 23, 2018      
 
BEN CRANE  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  So a wonderful round out there, tied for the early clubhouse lead.  Just kind of 
walk us through your day today.  
 
BEN CRANE:  Yeah, you know, beautiful morning for golf.  The weather was not predicted 
to be this good, it was supposed to be cool and wet, but we had a fabulous day.  It was like 
being in Palm Springs in the wintertime, just no wind and it was perfect out there.   
 
So got off to a good start, and when you make a couple birdies on that front nine, it just, you 
know, helps you out a little bit.  So felt a little more comfortable and was able to hit quality 
shots and run a couple putts in.  Then made some key putts.  I plugged the ball in the 
bunker.  I've never seen this rule before, but it went so far into the bunker I couldn't see the 
ball.  So we had to like dig and identify the ball, and I had to basically like leave it in the 
bunker on the next one and hit a bunker shot to like 12 feet and made it for bogey.  So that 
was kind of like a momentum builder as well.   
 
Then was able to birdie the next two holes.  That was just encouraging on the second nine, 
my first nine of the day.  But all in all, just putted great, hit a lot of quality shots and had fun.  
It was a good day. 
 
Q.  So you had to dig a ball out?  Can you explain that a little more? 
 
BEN CRANE:  So the ruling is that you have to find the ball, identify it, which is nice 
because you're not swinging at nothing, right?  Hope the ball's in there, you know?  And then 
the ruling is you get to be able to like see where it is, but recreate the lie the best you can, 
whatever.  So Alex Prugh knew the ruling actually, but we called an official just to make 
sure.  That was a funny one.   
 
I hit a shot out of the rough that was kind of like going flat with not a lot of spin and just went 
like [noise] and we're like, Where'd it go?  I'm like, I think it's right here, there's a splash 
mark.  Anyway, we found it and was thankful to be able to make a bogey, good bogey, and 
then played really solid from there. 
 
Q.  You had a top-10 finish here last year.  What is it about this course do you think 
really suits your game? 
 
BEN CRANE:  This course is just hard.  Yeah, I think I just don't take this course for granted 
because every hole just seems like a test.  Once you drive the ball in the fairway, 
congratulations, but the hole's so far from over because the greens are so tough, there's so 
much undulation and you've just got to be on top of your game, every aspect of your game.  
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You're going to miss some greens, you're going to need a fantastic short game, and the 
course setup, the rough is fairly long in spots and you've just got to play really well.  
Fortunately, we had great weather this morning so we were able to take advantage of it and 
get under par. 
 
Q.  To set up that final putt on, I guess, 9 --  
 
BEN CRANE:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- can you take us through that moment, the shot before that? 
 
BEN CRANE:  Yeah.  So I was in the first cut and overdrew my 8-iron into the left bunker 
and the green was kind of going away from me there, so I knew I needed to fly it over the 
rough.  You know, I'm down below, fly it over the rough, put some spin on it because the 
green's running two percent away from me there.  Then just see if I can get it somewhat 
close to the hole.  It's one of those shots where I actually hit it too good.  I'm like, oh, man, I 
really spun that and it ended up like maybe six feet short.  Downhiller is a tough read 
because whatever little break is there you've got to find it.  So I just played it a little 
left-center putt and gave it just a little bit of speed and it went right down in the middle, which 
is an encouraging way to finish the day. 
  


