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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
August 17, 2018      
 
PAULA RETO  
 
 
Q.  What's been the difference these first two days? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Just rolling the putts in is probably the main difference.   
 
But I feel a lot better.  I saw the doctor when I was home, and I feel a lot more energized, 
trying to eat more, and things like that.  So I'm actually more focused on the things I can 
control.  So I just kind of played this week.  So it's been nice, it's been different. 
 
Q.  What was the key to the round today? 
 
PAULA RETO:  The round today, we started out with warming up a little bit in the rain.  I told 
myself, just be patient, just kind of feel it out there and don't think of too much stuff ahead, 
just kind of stay within myself, and that's what I did. 
 
Q.  How does it feel to be playing close to where you went to college and playing 
well? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah, that's pretty cool.  It's always nice, I go through the course and 
people are like, Boiler Up.  I'm like, yep.  So it's nice.  
 
And I had a girl actually came by yesterday.  She saw me play like six years ago.  And she 
came up and goes, hey, Paula, I watched you six years ago playing Big 10s, or something.  
And this is nice to have a couple followers from Purdue. 
 
Q.  What's this year been like for you? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah, it's been pretty tough.  But you know what?  I'm just trying to keep it 
positive, which is always good, and just work on a few new things this week, which helped 
me out.  But yeah, just kind of go -- it's not how you start, it's how you finish, right? 
 
Q.  Are you healthy right now? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah, right now I feel like I'm better, yeah. 
 
Q.  What were you struggling with? 
 
PAULA RETO:  I had like -- I have been struggling with ear infections, other stuff too, but 
severe infections that started, gosh, since May.  And it just hasn't gone away.  I have had 
vertigo since then.  So finally in the last three weeks I have been home and got some 
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medicine and things, so it's been a bit better. 
 
Q.  What can you do, like, when that kind of stuff is going on? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Well, they say I'm allergic to something.  They don't know what it is yet.  So 
that's causing me to, like, close up or something.  And then my ears just kind of start 
pumping the whole time.  So I just need to kind of find out -- when I have time now, I will go 
back, see what I'm allergic to, and maybe somehow they will find something to go with that.  
But I just have like a couple inflammation stuff, an anti-inflammatory, something like that, 
which is all good.  We'll see. 
 
Q.  You said you were working on some new things this week.  
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah, so just one thing in my swing, which is something to do with my hips, 
the hip turn.   
 
And then putting, everything I have been working on with that for a while.  So, yeah, just kind 
of getting used to that.   
 
So I have been doing that a little bit more in the gym, which kind of -- kind of working over to 
the golf swing, which is really nice, so maybe that's the key for me. 
 
Q.  I was reading about your back story.  I don't think I ever heard of an elite golfer 
who started playing at 15 or 16. 
 
PAULA RETO:  I don't think that's anything.    
 
Q.  You started that late, I mean --  
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- that's just remarkable.  
 
PAULA RETO:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  You were starting playing at an age when a few other girls had already gone pro.  
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  So what -- I guess what accounted for such rapid improvement?  And what did the 
college years do for you at Purdue?  You went from South Africa to Florida and ended 
up at West Lafayette. 
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah.  You know what?  I think in college, just the coach was really good.  
He just knew how to make me focus on myself and not a lot of outcome stuff, and so that 
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was maybe the key for college. 
 
But I have always just done -- I have always been an athlete and I always picked up stuff 
easy.  Or not easy, but I work hard, and maybe that's how that panned out.   
 
But I'm glad I did go to college, because that turned me into a much better golfer, for sure.  I 
don't think I was ready, close to graduating high school. 
 
What else did you ask? 
 
Q.  Well, how did the influence -- I guess influence your maturation as a person, too, 
going through that whole college experience?  You know, you had to balance your 
practice --  
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah, for sure. 
 
Q.  -- with your competition with your school? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Time management, all that kind of stuff.  One thing that I actually struggle 
with on the course is course management, so that's one of the big things I learned in 
college.  Because the first few years I was just like, swing, putting, just all these things.  I 
never really got a chance to manage how I play the course, actually. 
 
But yeah, and then also -- yeah, you kind of in college develop who you are, what your 
personality is like, that kind of thing.  And you're dealing with a lot of stuff yourself, that all 
just shapes the kind of person you become.  And that's definitely helped me, for sure. 
 
Q.  Is the college coach still there, or has he left? 
 
PAULA RETO:  No, he's still there.  It's just the assistant that I was with is not there.  She's 
head coach now at Augusta State. 
 
Q.  So you worked closely with her a lot? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Both coaches? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah.  Also the men's assistant coach, which is at Kent State now. 
 
Q.  Okay.  Who did you work closely with, the woman who is at Augusta state now? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Yeah.  Caroline Hussey. 
 
Q.  So she was real instrumental in kind of -- 
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PAULA RETO:  Well, no, excuse me.  The head coach, Devon Brouse.  But we all kind of 
worked together.  They -- yeah, the whole kind of circle -- 
 
Q.  The head coach's approach worked for you? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Yes, yes. 
 
Q.  Of course, your team was fabulous and successful too.  
 
PAULA RETO:  That made it a lot easier too, because they were all so much better than 
me.  And I'm like, oh, my gosh, I got to catch up, I got to catch up, freshman year.  I was 
always the fifth, sixth.  I said, no, I need to do something. 
 
Q.  I guess you probably don't -- if you needed a dose of humility, then that was 
certainly it? 
 
PAULA RETO:  That was certainly it. 
 
Q.  Well, you made the cut in your last tournament, right?  You hadn't made a cut for a 
while? 
 
PAULA RETO:  Last tournament? 
 
Q.  Yeah, last tournament you played in.  
 
PAULA RETO:  Which is Ohio, correct, yeah.  That was the start of getting into it, then had 
three off, which is good.  I got to take care of some stuff, so all worked out. 
 
Q.  Is this your best 36-hole score of the year maybe, or -- 
 
PAULA RETO:  Of the year?  Sure.  Of the year, yeah. 
 
Q.  Well, that's a good thing.  
 
PAULA RETO:  Well, the only other good thing I had was the qualifier, was trying to qualify 
for the Women's U.S. Open.  I think I was 10 under for two days.  Well, the two rounds, 
but -- 
 
Q.  That's pretty good.  
 
PAULA RETO:  I'll take this one better.   
  


