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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
August 16, 2018      
 
RYAN MOORE  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Ryan Moore, you made the 63 look routine, you never strayed far from the fairway, 
you hit every green in regulation, and you may say that it's a 63 that could have been 
a little bit better, one of your best rounds of the year. 
 
RYAN MOORE:  Yeah, I definitely left a couple out there, but it's hard to be disappointed 
with an opening round 63.  I know Brandt posted 59 early this morning, but at the same time, 
I've got to go out and just go play my game and that's what I did.  It showed obviously there 
were some birdies out there and the course could be had a little bit, and it's a place I really 
enjoy and I'm very comfortable.   
 
So just got off to a great start hitting some nice irons early on in the day.  Kind of missed a 
short one on 2 that frustrated me and gave me a little kick in the butt to go knock it in the 
next hole and kind of got on a nice streak there for the next six holes, bogeyed five out of 
six. 
 
Q.  Ryan, what is it in particular about this layout at Sedgefield Country Club that has 
lent itself to some great scores for you over the years, in your 11th appearance at this 
championship and also winning the trophy here?  
 
RYAN MOORE:  It's a position golf course.  It's not one you can just send driver down there 
all day.  So guys that maybe have a 30, 40 yard advantage, you know, on me off the tee, 
you don't have that advantage around this golf course except around maybe a couple holes.  
I can reach both par 5s, so both of those are scorable for me.  And if you're in the fairway, 
you can hit wedges at a lot of these pins.  If you're missing fairways, you don't get to do that, 
so they're tough and firm.  Hitting it out of this rough is hard to get it around the hole.  So 
that's the strength of my game.  I'm a position player, I keep it in the fairway pretty well, and 
again, like you said, that's what I did today.  I had a lot of opportunities from the fairway and 
was able to hit a lot of greens because of that. 
 
Q.  I know it's just one round at the start of this championship, but what does it mean 
for the rest of this tournament to start this way and know you still have some shots 
you can gain out there even after shooting 63 in the first round? 
 
RYAN MOORE:  Well, it's a huge positive for me because I've had a lot of ball-striking 
rounds like this this year and this is my best round by 3 shots.  So I've had a lot of 
ball-striking rounds like this that I've turned into 2 or 3 under somehow, just not capitalizing 
on those 10-, 12-footers.   
 
So yes, I did miss a few today, but I honestly hit good putts on all of them, so I'm very, very 
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encouraged by that.  Kind of missed one early in the day like I did one on 2, but then 
bounced back and made some really good 10-, 12-footers several holes in a row after that 
that was huge for my confidence.  I like what I'm doing on the greens, I feel very comfortable 
right now.  It's a little different than what I've been doing this year.  You know, it was great to 
see some of those go in and actually, you know, again, make the round a 7 under kind of 
round that it should have been.  
 
Q.  Ryan, excellent start.  If we can get some comments on your play today. 
 
RYAN MOORE:  It was just a good, solid round from tee to green and it was really just able 
to capitalize.  I wouldn't say I putted amazing, but I made a lot of the putts I should make.  A 
lot of those kind of 10-, 12-footers, I haven't been making those this year, so it was great to 
see early in the round knocking a few of those in in a row and just got some good positive 
momentum.  Felt really comfortable with my swing and I feel really comfortable on this golf 
course.  So that just kind of added up to a good, solid round of golf. 
 
Q.  How aware were you of Brandt and everything starting out? 
 
RYAN MOORE:  Oh, he was done before I even teed off so I was very aware of what had 
happened in that round of golf, which is a phenomenal round of golf anywhere, anytime.  It's 
not shocking he did that, he's a great player and obviously very comfortable on this golf 
course.  He can make some putts and it sounds like he hit the ball pretty well today.  You 
know, starting 11 shots behind is a little (inaudible) but at the same time you see a round like 
that and maybe kind of encourage you there's birdies out there, that the course is playing 
scorable and there's rounds to be had.  So I kind of took that mindset of, well, better get out 
there and make some birdies if you don't want to be 10, 11 shots behind by the end of this 
day.  Like, let's try and close that gap a little bit. 
 
Q.  What's your confidence heading into tomorrow? 
 
RYAN MOORE:  I would say it's good.  I liked what I did all day today tee to green and on 
the greens.  I had some good opportunities late that I didn't capitalize on, I didn't make the 
putts, but I hit good putts on them.  And sometimes that's half the battle is when you miss a 
putt but you kind of hit it on your line and you hit a putt how you like it, that makes you feel a 
little bit better and that's kind of what I did the last few holes.   
 
I would say every part of my game feels pretty comfortable.  I like what I'm working on in my 
swing.  I kind of had an emergency session Monday morning back in Vegas with my swing 
coach and I think we kind of settled a couple things in my head after last week at the PGA, I 
wasn't feeling real comfortable.  So settled a couple things and kind of gave me a couple 
things to really go focus on this week and it felt great today. 
 
Q.  Without getting too technical, what were you working on? 
 
RYAN MOORE:  I mean, just a couple position things, nothing too crazy.  I think that's what 
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encouraged me was I felt awful after last week, so to kind of go see him and him telling me 
like, yeah, it's not that bad, like work on this and this, really simple stuff, something in your 
setup and then a little simple thing in your backswing, everything else is kind of moving the 
way we want it to move.  So to have that, it kind of gave me some comfort that it wasn't that 
far off.  Kind of gave me some confidence going into this week. 
  


