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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
August 16, 2018      
 
ERICA SHEPHERD 
 
 
MODERATOR:  Thoughts overall?  Kind of an up-and-down back side.  What are your 
thoughts?  Are you pleased with how things went? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Pretty steady there.  Would have hoped to have a couple less bogeys, 
a couple more of those easy up-and-downs I could have converted.  But overall, a pretty 
solid day. 
 
MODERATOR:  How important was it for you to get out to a good start this morning?  Just 
kind of maybe -- 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Any nerves that you might have had?  I don't know if you did, but -- 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  I actually didn't have any nerves at all.  When you start out with a 
birdie, that's always good just to have that, and then to hopefully keep on going off that one 
birdie.  And I started off good, and never really let it go too much, so -- 
 
MODERATOR:  Did you have to play through much of a drizzle?  What were the conditions 
like? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  On the last like four holes there was a little bit of drizzle.  And it got 
windier as the day went on.  But other than that, pretty solid conditions.  
 
Q.  Monday you had dry conditions, today wet, just a little bit wet.  Would that change 
your approach a little bit? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah, definitely not getting as much role in the fairways.  So last hole I 
had a 7-iron in, and most days -- every other time I have played here I've had a wedge.  So I 
think this wind direction is a little different than I have always played here.  And then the 
softer fairways, it made things a little bit fun. 
 
Q.  You were around Monday.  How much -- this is the dumb TV question, but how 
much did that boost your confidence, you know, for today?  And of course you 
qualified with what was a super round.  
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Just showed me that I can go low here and I can hit a lot of greens 
and just play solid.  I hit a solid 67 last year, so to know that I can do that again this year, 
then I can go low. 
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Q.  Is there anything today you felt you were really good at, or steady? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  The stretch of 11, 12, I had birdie-birdie.  I hit those both to like three 
or four feet, so I felt pretty solid then. 
 
Q.  This summer has been filled with accomplishment.  Has this been either a 
rollercoaster, or just another year of development? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah, it's definitely been a rollercoaster.  I would say last year was 
more the peak, and this year has been more the valley.  But the season's ending up, and so 
close it up -- not close it up, but ended up with an LPGA event, I think that's pretty solid. 
 
Q.  Is there anything in particular that you worked on, on your game, at the start -- at 
the start of this season? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  At the start of the season?  It was just typical things.  The early -- the 
whole month of July I was going playing tournaments and I had a week at home before this, 
so I just took that week to do my practice at my course, and I think that's why I have played 
so well so far. 
 
Q.  How much of a difference does it make when you can kind of wake up in your own 
bed?  It's not something you get a chance to do in a lot of the tournaments, so -- 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  That's all the difference in the world.  This is really playing at home for 
me.  Even though it's not my course, I have played here a lot.  And just to live my normal life 
and then wake up and go play an LPGA event and go home, that's pretty serial. 
 
Q.  You have a later tee time tomorrow.  
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  Right. 
 
Q.  Would you be able to make it back for the Warren Central game or not? 
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  It's kind of an add.  That's the afternoon a Friday, but we'll see how 
the weather holds up, but hopefully I can catch some of it. 
 
Q.  I think you went last year.  
 
ERICA SHEPHERD:  I did, yeah.  
  


