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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
August 15, 2018      
 
WEBB SIMPSON 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Like to welcome the 2011 winner of the Wyndham Championship, Webb 
Simpson.  Webb, thanks for joining us.  You're making your 10th start in the Wyndham 
Championship, five top-10s and you're coming off a 3rd place finish last year with opening 
rounds of 63-64, I believe, and obviously with your Carolina ties, just obviously a great place 
to come back to each year. 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah.  I mean, I love coming here for a lot of reasons.  I live in Charlotte 
now and I kind of think about it as having two home tournaments because I play at Quail 
Hollow and Greensboro's technically halfway to Raleigh, where I grew up.  So, love being 
here.  My brother lives here, my sister's 30 minutes away and tons of support, I feel, every 
year here at Wyndham.   
 
And I love the golf course.  This is kind of a unique, shorter, tighter golf course that we don't 
see a whole lot on the Tour's rotation, so it's refreshing to come here.  You can hit different 
clubs off the tee and, you know, it's still challenging if you're a little off, but you can shoot 
some low numbers, so it's always fun to be here. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  You're obviously having an incredible year highlighted obviously by THE 
PLAYERS Championship win and you're coming off of top-20s in the last two major 
championships.  So you're feeling good with the game coming into the week?  
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  I am.  I always love this time of year.  It is a lot of golf, probably more 
than I would like, but, you know, we've had a full summer with majors and now we're 
entering into the Playoffs after this week, and this is a big week for a lot of guys.  So it's 
important on a number of levels.  If I can improve my FedEx position going into the next 
week and I do feel good about my game.  A goal starting the year was top-20 in every major 
and I sneaked in last week at 19th, so it was fun to accomplish that.  Yeah, so game is, I feel 
like, all around pretty solid and I've played all the courses that we're playing in the FedEx 
rotation so I feel good about what's coming up as well. 
 
Q.  Webb, how much did the Ryder Cup thing weigh on your mind and how satisfying 
was it to go there and keep the spot you had? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Ron, it was great because the last two team events I was a captain's 
pick, and being a captain's pick is unique in the sense that you feel honored that the captain 
believed in you to pick you, but you didn't earn your way on the team in the sense of making 
it on the points.  So I think there's more pressure on you as a captain's pick than I felt at the 
Presidents Cup in 2013 and Ryder Cup in 2014.  So that was kind of -- it was nice to make it 
by my play.  I know there's a lot of talk right now about who captain's picks will be, but it 
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looks like both teams are playing well.  It's nice to see Brooks win another major, he's on our 
team.  What a hot player he is right now.   
 
But yeah, I'm really happy to be, after two years of missing out on the team events, to be 
back on it.  When I sit down and make my goals at the beginning of the year, apart from 
improving, winning, and, you know, performing well in the majors, make the Ryder Cup team 
or Presidents Cup team's always on the goal list. 
 
Q.  Will you take us back to the emotions of winning here in 2011?  You grind out a 
win, a break-through win, you're on the green, the place is going crazy, they hand you 
a big trophy, a big check, you say all these wonderful things about your wife, you 
make all of us husbands look bad because they're like, "Why can't you be like 
Webb?"  Just the whole emotion of that scene? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, there's a lot to it that maybe you guys didn't realize.  Bobby Long 
with how important he is here.  I started the game playing with my dad, Bobby and his son, 
Robert, back when I was 8, 9 years old, so to have him there on 18.  My dad was a nervous 
wreck watching me play throughout my junior career, college career and professional career 
and he didn't leave player dining until I hit it on the green on 18 even though I was leading 
by 3.   
 
My dad was a humble kind of somewhat quiet man in terms of being around a lot of people, 
he didn't ever want it to be with him.  But Bobby caught him on the green and Steve was 
nice enough to let my dad hand me the trophy.  So I think that was kind of the icing on the 
cake was my dad taught me the game.  Bobby, I grew up playing with him and his son, and 
Bobby's just kind of brought this tournament back from where it's always been, a great stop 
on the PGA TOUR.   
 
So yeah, having my wife there, my family, all the close calls I had in New Orleans and 
Tampa that year, it made it worth it to lose those tournaments to win, have my first win here. 
 
Q.  Webb, with the Playoffs starting next week, there's a potential for a four- or 
five-week stretch of golf.  How are you personally physically and mentally preparing 
for that stretch? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  It's a mental preparation that started a while ago, so much so that I tried 
to play a tournament or two less this year throughout the season to get ready for this stretch.  
And, you know, as much as I can, I want to go home in between these tournaments.  I flew 
home Sunday after the PGA and just got here 10 minutes ago.  So just being smarter about 
how much practice I'm doing at these events, trying to work smart.  It's hard because you 
want to practice and make sure your game's ready.  It's easy to over practice and not rest 
enough, so I have to err on practicing less and resting more. 
 
Q.  You've obviously had a good summer, Chesson Hadley's had a good summer out 
here, Doc Redman, actually Bhatia was top-10 at the Amateur Stroke Play just now.  
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Are we entering maybe sort of a golden era of Raleigh golf in terms of the guys who 
are coming up now and the guys like yourself who are on the Tour now, and how well 
do you know guys like Doc Redman, Bhatia, like these kids who are coming up?  I 
know you're not there as much as you once were, but obviously play some of the 
same courses.  
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, it's nice to see some of these guys from my hometown play great.  
I don't know Doc and some of these other younger guys like I do Chesson.  Chesson and I 
grew up playing together.  We weren't in the same conference, but we played a lot of golf 
together in high school and throughout his time at Tech and my time at Wake.  So it's nice, 
even having Harold Varner, Johnson Wagner in Charlotte, Mackenzie Hughes.  So there's a 
lot of great golfers around kind of the North Carolina area, so it is great to see.  And 
Chesson had a great year last year and had a fantastic year this year. 
 
Q.  Now that you've made the Ryder Cup on your own play, how much does that free 
you up to really concentrate on the Playoffs and going forward? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  It frees me up a lot.  I was asked a lot about the Ryder Cup the past few 
weeks and I think I've gotten better mentally being able to compartmentalize, I'm at the PGA 
Championship trying to win this golf tournament, although the Ryder Cup comes down to 
this week for me. 
 
So just it was nice, my wife, Dowd, thought, What if you didn't look at scores all week?  You 
don't know what Bryson's doing or any of the other guys, Xander, don't pay attention to what 
they're doing, focus on you and what you're doing, you're not out there trying to beat a few 
guys on the Ryder Cup list, you're trying to beat the whole field.   
 
So that was helpful.  I didn't look at scores the whole week and I was able to really focus on 
Bellerive, and now that I made the team, it's not even really a thought until Sunday night in 
Atlanta and we get on that plane. 
 
Q.  Webb, speaking of 2011, I think you came into this week that year ranked 12th in 
FedExCup points and then obviously won and stayed in the top-5 throughout the 
Playoffs.  I was wondering if you could draw any parallels from that year to this year.  
Obviously you're coming into this week ranked 12th in FedExCup points, too.  
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  That year was great in the sense that I played kind of consistently good 
golf all year and that's what I've done this year.  That's what I've been trying to get back to 
since then, honestly.  '12, I won the U.S. Open but it was a little bit more up and down, and 
'13, I won Vegas but I was again more up and down. 
 
I want to be a golfer who, you know, just plays well and solid all the time versus a guy who 
gets hot for a month and a half and then you don't hear from him for two months.  I've built 
back towards that and that, you know, part of that is getting your all-around game sharp so 
you don't have to rely on one strength every week to play well.  But you can go out, like last 
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week I wasn't really sharp in any area, but I just kind of managed the game well and had a 
decent finish.  So I think that's the similarity that I've just played more consistent, it's been 
less up and down. 
 
Q.  Your all-around game has been great all year and a lot's been made about your 
great putting.  Do you think it's as simple as that for, why you've had such a great 
season, or is there more to it? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Well, I think I've improved the mental side of me as a golfer.  I feel like 
I've learned from mistakes better.  I'm charting stuff more, I'm recording mistakes more.  So I 
think that's the part that you guys can't see and fans can't see because it's all in here 
(gesturing) and I think that's gotten better, just being able to go throughout a tournament 
without getting too upset, too excited.  That's one thing I'm really thankful for this year is I 
feel like I'm a mentally stronger player and I think going through certain tournaments like 
THE PLAYERS, that tested me a lot in a weird way having a big lead, being able to focus.  
Like I said earlier last week, just focusing on me and my game and not worry about what 
Tiger's doing or anybody else.  That's definitely been, I think, the biggest improvement in 
terms of aspects of my game this year. 
 
Q.  You mentioned before the Greenbrier, Webb, that you and Paul draw up a list of 
courses that you like to play every year, you make sure not to miss them because it 
best suits your game.  Just curious, is the Wyndham on this list because it best suits 
your game or because you have a personal emotional connection here? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  No, it's definitely on that list.  It's probably No. 1 in terms of courses that 
fit my game.  I guess the best way to do it is total money won at an event, this is probably 
No. 1 by far.  Like I said, those factors earlier, being comfortable here, loving the golf course, 
yeah, this is on that top-5 list for sure. 
 
Q.  How big was -- can you even describe the impact of winning THE PLAYERS and 
what it did for you?  This year you talked about your confidence and your mental 
approach, but was that -- was winning THE PLAYERS a big part of that? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  It was.  There's different caliber and level of players.  When you are 
successful early in your career like I was and then you go on a drought of three and a half, 
four years, I never doubted that I was a great player, but doubt starts to creep in.  You know, 
am I good enough to win out here, good enough to win consistently.  So I think to win -- any 
win would have been great at that time, but to win in that field and that environment and play 
the way I did gave me tons of confidence.   
 
You know, it's more satisfying to win that than the U.S. Open by far because kind of what I 
went through with putting and how long it had been after Las Vegas, when I won there.  You 
know, just the changes to my game, to my team, you know, there's a lot of things that 
changed that I had to kind of have faith in without being able to see the end result.  You 
know, standing there on 18 on Sunday, I realized the team I've put in place and the people 
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around me and the game plan, the process we have, it's working. 
 
Q.  What is the challenge for you playing here at Wyndham, because you talked about 
getting yourself ready for the FedExCup coming up and then you've got a lot of guys 
obviously trying to get into the Playoffs.  Is it a challenge not overdoing it with family, 
friends, the whole nine here, and how well do you want to play here? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, it is a challenge.  I think it took me a couple years to get used to 
the support, as funny as that might sound, but I have people coming from Greensboro, 
Raleigh and Charlotte supporting me.  I finally got to a point where I just embraced it, 
enjoyed it, realized they're here rooting me on.  The older I've gotten, the more I'm able to, 
once I tee it up during the official round, I'm able to really focus on what we're trying to do 
and kind of zone everybody out.  In a weird way, the more people watching us, the better.  
Everybody kind of blends in a little more.  So it's something now that I look forward to and 
get excited about.  Look forward to the next few days. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Webb, best of luck this week. 
  


