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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
4 August 2018 
 
ERNIE ELS  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Ernie, great round for you today and you made a nice charge up the leaderboard.  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Oh, I wouldn't say that.  It was a nice solid round, thank you.  Conditions a little 
bit tougher than yesterday obviously, but I still made a bit of a mess on the front nine.  I 
made two very soft bogeys.  I played the back nine quite well and finished nicely.  So I'll be 
quite far behind, but at least be within sniffing distance. 
 
Q.  So you feel like you left shots out there.  It must give you confidence going into 
tomorrow.  If it can all come together, you can give it a bit of a fight? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely.  There is a low score out there for me.  I'm starting to hit the ball 
nicely, starting to get a bit more confidence in the putter.  The greens are running beautiful.  
So it's there, I've just got to keep it together a bit more on the front nine.  The front nine, I 
think, has been playing a little bit tougher this week.  Doing that, maybe I can do a little 
charge on the back nine tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Must feel awesome to be in that position, to be in contention? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it's been a while, so it's very nice.  We're having a good week, myself, 
my daughter, my wife.  We're enjoying Fiji.  And the locals have been wonderful, everyone's 
been great.  So it's nice to play a tournament and actually, as I said, have a sniff at it 
tomorrow. 
 
Q.  What score wins it tomorrow, do you think? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Oh, it depends on the breeze.  I mean, it's picked up a little bit today, but not 
as much as it's been on Monday, Tuesday.  So if it really blows tomorrow, anything can 
happen.  Par score could be a great score.  If it's like this, as I said, I've got to get to 6, 7 
under par, but you can't push too hard. 
 
Q.  Are you a Lions fan?  Are you watching the finals tonight? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I'm going to sneak it tonight and watch it.  It's actually my team, you 
know, the Johannesburg team, and I've been supporting them from as a kid.  We're actually 
involved with the team through our charity work.  You'll see the blue number on the red and 
white is our autism blue.  So we do some stuff together with them for charity and they've 
been supporting our autism charity and we support them.  So it's a two-way street and 
they've got a hell of a tough game tonight. 
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Q.  Can I ask you a couple of questions on Presidents Cup?  What kind of (inaudible) 
in recent times could make it for your team next year? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, it's going to be a great mix of players from Asian Tour, Australasian, 
Asian Tour, South African Tour, European Tour and the U.S. Tour.  So we've got a great mix 
of players playing really good.  We've got a whole year and a half almost to go, but I've got 
eight guys that's going to qualify automatically and then there's going to be four captain's 
picks.   
 
So it's going to be interesting picks because it's Melbourne.  So Australians, local guys who 
are playing well going into Melbourne, and those of course that are not already on the team 
could well get themselves on the team.  So guys who just keep playing, play well and we'll 
assemble a really good team and hopefully win the cup back. 
 
Q.  And one question about the Indian boys.  You had a word with Shubhankar 
Sharma, Anirban Lahiri and Gaganjeet Bhullar.  This week (inaudible,) he's been 
playing well the past few weeks.  Any look at them? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely, these guys, they know the drill.  A long ways away, but these guys 
are all very talented.  They've played before.  Anirban played on the team twice before so he 
knows what he has to do.  He's been playing a lot better, as you say.  Bhullar is playing 
good.  Shubhankar Sharma is playing really well.  So you've just got to wait and see.  I 
would love to see as many Indian players on the team as possible.  Australians, all of them.  
We just want to get a good team together and have some good team bonding. 
 
Q.  (Question about discussing cricket with them.)  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, cricket, rugby, whatever comes.  I guess you guys made a good start 
against England.  We all want to beat England.  
  


