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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
3 August 2018 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  Travis, start with today, disappointing to have the bogey on 17 but then nailed 18 
and the way you played all day, you must be pretty happy? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  Yeah, yeah.  I hit it pretty good all day.  Like a few loose shots, but 
usually recovered pretty well.  I was around that 10-foot mark for birdie so many times, I just 
didn't really hole anything.  So I'm very happy with the way I'm playing, and if I can hole 
some putts over the weekend and the breeze gets up, I still think I have a chance. 
 
Q.  Without the breeze today, a bit unusual probably around here.  Did you sort of feel 
you had to really capitalize? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  It's my first year here so I didn't really know what to expect.  I definitely 
thought the scores would have been a little bit lower, I just had a quick flick through and no 
one really went too low.  Pins are tricky, whatever.   
 
There's an odd wind as well, it was like out of the west a little bit.  Normally the prevailings 
are east and it played a little bit different.  Well, it played a lot different to yesterday.  Holes 
like 17, I hit an average drive and had 9-iron in, and today I hit a great drive and had 2-iron 
in.  Yeah, the golf course is very different today and I think that's probably why the scores 
weren't as low, people really didn't adjust. 
 
Q.  I want to go back to sort of your whole year.  Obviously you've been in Asia, you 
got your card end of last year at Q-School? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  Q-School, yep. 
 
Q.  When was your first Asian event, probably a few months ago? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  My first one would have been, I can't remember, yeah, but about three 
months ago probably. 
 
Q.  And you had a bit of a rough run, you had a few missed cuts in a row. 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Is that, like, life on Tour?  Obviously your first time doing it for a prolonged period, 
it must be pretty different.  Is it what you expected? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  Yeah, very different.  I haven't really experienced Asia too much and just 
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staying in hotels kind of by yourself and playing golf courses that are very different, that's the 
hardest part.  The golf courses are just so different, just the grasses and the greens and the 
grain and that sort of stuff.  Being from New South Wales, like Sydney, we don't ever putt on 
greens with grain.  I mainly struggled in that sort of area and it kind of got me down a little 
bit.  But I never felt like I was playing too bad and I think that's why I'm starting to play better 
now.  I've made sort of the last four cuts in a row and played awesome last week in Thailand 
and I fell a little bit back, but the game definitely feels like it's trending again.  But yeah, so 
far, ups first year as a pro, yeah, it's and downs, you could say.  As an amateur I had a 
pretty sort of steady round, I didn't have too many -- I didn't really play bad for a long period 
of time kind of thing.  Yeah, just going through what golf gives me. 
 
Q.  Is it like, is it the first year out, you're traveling and it's just such a different 
lifestyle?  Does it make it a lot harder when you're playing golf because you've got all 
this other stuff to worry about, flights and where you're staying? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Is the whole side of, like, touring life, does that make it harder to play better? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  I traveled so much as an amateur anyway, but the thing like with most 
amateur golfers, you get like host families and you get looked after like 10 out of 10 
everywhere you go basically.   
 
Now it's kind of like you're booking flights and then getting to the hotel and then organizing 
like shuttle buses.  There's a lot to think about when you get to the golf course.  Actually, 
once I get to the golf course is just like, oh, finally something that I know, I'm used to.  It's 
kind of like my little save haven getaway kind of.   
 
But yeah, it's just very interesting, Asia.  A lot different to home and the rest of the world 
obviously.  But I'm still enjoying it and hope to play well and keep my card and then go again 
next year. 
 
Q.  And then you're obviously playing well, as you said.  The last sort of month you've 
made three or four cuts in a row.  Summer last year in Australia was great.  You must 
feel like you belong at this level and your good stuff's good enough? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  Yeah, definitely.  I kind of put myself down a little bit through that patch 
where I missed a bunch of cuts in a row.  I just really had to get back to thinking the way I 
was when I was in form and believe that I do belong out here because I've done it before, as 
an amateur I've won and stuff like that.  Not many players have done that.   
 
So yeah, in the back of my mind I always know it's there, and I just think just dealing with 
expectations was a little hurdle that I had to go through. 
 
Q.  And then you said you want to go back to Asia next year.  Are you going to go 
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Europe school or try Web? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  I've entered Web, so I've got to go first stage.  There's three over there.  
Then I'll just play everything I can with Asia and Aussie Tour.  If you make final stage and 
miss the PGA, but other than that I can still play Aussie Open, New South Wales Open in 
between stages and stuff.  Yeah, I'll be playing a lot, which is good. 
 
Q.  And your thoughts obviously here, you're in the top -- probably just around the 
top-10.  You must be feeling pretty good? 
 
TRAVIS SMYTH:  Yeah, first time out here and I have a really good friend on the bag and 
I'm staying in a house with one of my best mates I haven't seen for a while.  So I think he 
may have just made the cut as well, so it's trending to be -- it's a really good week, like we're 
having fun and, like I said, first time here and to make the cut, happy days. 
  


