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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
2 August 2018 
 
ERNIE ELS  ( E) 
 
 
Q.  Even par today, can you talk us through your round? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it was pretty tough this morning.  I mean, seems like it's actually a little 
bit lighter than this morning.  I was hoping for good weather.  But got off to a good start.  I'm 
actually hitting the ball really nice, I just missed some really short putts.  I feel a little 
uncomfortable when the wind's blowing.  I missed probably three short putts, but other than 
that, you know, pretty good day. 
 
Q.  We spoke to Vijay yesterday when he arrived and had a quick look around the 
course.  Any trade secrets or did he keep that to himself? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No, he kind of explained to me what they were doing and what they were 
thinking.  It's a beautiful piece of land, but it's a tough piece of land for a golf course.  There's 
a lot of undulation.  He's had to move a lot of earth here.  The greens are really undulating.  
So I think they've done a hell of a job, and as I say, the golf course is in great shape, it's in 
really tournament shape, so it's a really great place to play. 
 
Q.  And playing with the young guys today, Lucas and young David? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  I think they're great guys.  Lucas, obviously a star of the future.  The kid hits it 
a mile and he's got a great touch, great attitude.  (Inaudible).  Obviously he's getting ready 
for the U.S. Amateur next week.  He's had a great amateur career altogether.  Great kids, 
really loved playing with them, so hopefully we can get it going tomorrow. 
 
Q.  6 under's a fair round (inaudible)? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Really good round.  That's wonderful golf.  He's obviously in control of a whole 
lot of things out there. 
 
Q.  You're obviously a headliner these days, but obviously a good push towards 
making the cut? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely.  I mean, I was thinking to shoot anything around par this morning, 
the way it was blowing, it was going to be okay.  There's holes where you can score, and as 
I said, I missed the short little putts which probably blemished my card a little bit.  I'm not out 
of it, but I've got to start stepping on it a bit going forward. 
  


