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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
1 August 2018 
 
VIJAY SINGH 
 
 
 
Q.  Vijay, welcome back to Fiji, fresh off the plane. 
 
VIJAY SINGH:  Yeah, I had a long ways to come, but what a place to come.  I mean, the 
weather's unbelievable today, couldn't ask for anything better. 
 
Q.  It is amazing, and your form's been pretty good of late, too.  So are you looking to 
take advantage of the condition the course is in, which is near perfect? 
 
VIJAY SINGH:  Yeah, you know, I wish I had my clubs, I'd be even better, but hopefully it 
gets here by tomorrow and I can actually use it.  But I'm looking forward to it.  Being around, 
seeing the changes that I made and it coming in really well, everything I hear right now is all 
raves, so I'm all excited. 
 
Q.  This year a good mate of yours, Ernie Els, is in the field.  He mentioned last night 
in the Q and A you guys had sort of a standing appointment for a practice round 
every Tuesday.  Can you tell us a bit about your relationship with Ernie? 
 
VIJAY SINGH:  Yeah, I've known him for a long, long time.  We played together in Europe 
when he first came on and we just kind of stayed friends, and now he's moved to Florida.  
Anytime I get a chance we can have a game.  But we have a couple drinks together as well, 
so maybe this week.  Yeah, he's a good guy and we did a golf course together as well in 
Malaysia, so he's a good friend, a good guy to know. 
 
Q.  Obviously his appointment as Presidents Cup captain of the International Team, 
you were part of that last winning team, how do you think he's going to attack or build 
his team? 
 
VIJAY SINGH:  I think he's got a different perspective about it.  He's talked to me about it a 
little bit and I think he'll be okay.  He's got a good side, a good team, good young guys that 
get to play, so all the best to him. 
 
Q.  This year in the Fiji International we've got the biggest number of Fijians playing in 
the tournament.  Is that a proud moment for yourself being one of the marquee 
players in Fiji? 
 
VIJAY SINGH:  I think so.  I hope they can get more and more playing, gets a lot more 
interest to the locals here.  I'm a little disappointed that there's not enough Europeans here.  
There's only eight or nine Europeans over here.  I would like to see the dates changed 
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where they can coincide with the Europeans coming closer to Fiji, so I'm going to try to work 
on that date. 
 
Q.  Still a great advertisement for Fiji. 
 
VIJAY SINGH:  Yeah, you can't ask for anything more.  It's going to over 40 countries and 
they can see how beautiful this place is.  Hopefully, they can attract a lot more visitors and 
people who want to come and invest here. 
 
Q.  Vijay, you just went out and had a look at the course and walked around with 
Ernie.  What are your thoughts on how the course is maturing with your changes and 
what did Ernie have to say? 
 
VIJAY SINGH:  He was all raved about it.  He said, You really designed this thing?  I said, 
Yeah, took a long time.  But he loved it.  He's enjoying it and obviously the view is just 
incredible.  You cannot ask for any better view.  I don't think there's anywhere else in the 
world you can play golf and see a view like this.  It's just unbelievable. 
 
Q.  Was that a proud moment for you to, I guess, boast to your friend Ernie that yeah, 
this is my course and this is my home country, look how beautiful it is? 
 
VIJAY SINGH:  Yeah, I know.  I gave him a pinch a little bit, but it's all good.  We did a golf 
course together in Malaysia, so we kind of know what we're made of. 
  


