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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
1 August 2018 
 
LUCAS HERBERT 
 
 
Q.  Lucas, welcome back to paradise.  You're here for the Fiji International presented 
by Fiji Airways.  Good to be back? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, always good to be back in Fiji.  Awesome event.  Obviously 
quite a nice spot to hang out for the week, so yeah, really nice to be back. 
 
Q.  It's been a long journey here from Hamburg in Germany? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, not even sure how many hours I spent on planes the last couple 
days, but yeah, definitely happy to not be sitting in an airplane seat right now and on the golf 
course. 
 
Q.  Talk us through your year because it's been pretty incredible, you had some great 
experiences. 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah.  I think playing in two majors, it was -- it's been a really fun sort 
of experience.  I've learnt a lot of stuff and obviously been able to test my game in some 
pretty cool spots.  So yeah, I think a lot of -- a big learning curve at the same time as 
hopefully getting some good results and enough good results to maybe get somewhere to 
play full time next year. 
 
Q.  What are those learnings that you've taken on board? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I think just like the U.S. Open at Shinnecock, obviously I think it's the 
hardest U.S. Open they've had in a long time, and then Carnoustie being one of the hardest 
Open Championship courses they have I think just really magnified my game, magnified 
where the weaknesses were, magnified obviously some strengths as well.  So it's -- that was 
a really good experience to sort of see where they were and see what broke down and see, 
you know, what needs improving.  I think we really found some areas that probably wouldn't 
have been found otherwise, a couple mentally and a few just through my game really 
through the bag but need to get better.  And that's a good sign when you're sort of qualifying 
and playing in majors and still have a lot of things to get better, I think that can only be a 
good thing. 
 
Q.  Now, you haven't probably had the results you would have liked here in Fiji in the 
past, but you are a different player now, more experienced player.  Do you feel like 
maybe Natadola is going to have some better scoring for you this week? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I hope so.  I think the last two times, it's one of those funny events on 
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the Aussie schedule where we don't really have anything leading up to it, so you sort of get 
here and you're almost a bit like a deer in the headlights, I guess.  First event out in a long 
time, you've lost a bit of your mojo and your rhythms and your routine and whatnot.   
 
Obviously I played the last two weeks in a row and been on a pretty good run of events now 
where it's a bit more of a routine now.  Obviously get here Wednesday morning so I don't 
have to go through the practice round stuff, which can get quite tiring.  Just get out there, 
have a look in the afternoon in the pro-am and get the game dialed in and then we're good 
to go tomorrow morning.   
 
So I think I'm trying to make -- I'm trying to sort of feel like those sort of reasons there are 
why this year's result's are going to be different than last year's.  And yeah, hopefully, like 
you said, a different golfer, a bit more experience is also going to help. 
 
Q.  You've got a great campaign obviously in Europe.  Do you feel like you've gone up 
a level and you sort of belong at that standard now and then you come to an event 
like this and you feel like you're really one of the chances and one of the guys that 
can really get the job done this week? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, I think definitely with the experience like playing majors and 
playing a lot of those European Tour events and doing well, you sort of feel like you belong a 
lot more.  Yeah, stand on the range next to a few guys hitting some shots and feeling like 
you match up just as well against them, if not better.   
 
So yeah, for sure I definitely feel like coming here this week probably as one of the 
favourites, obviously some other good players in the field, Ernie and the likes.  But 
personally, I feel like I have a good chance to win, and if I can manage my game well, 
there's no reason why Sunday afternoon we'll have a look. 
 
Q.  And obviously you mentioned Carnoustie.  You had the practice round with Tiger 
there, which was obviously pretty amazing, and then this week you get paired with 
Ernie Els.  You're knocking off some pretty big names there, that's pretty exciting.  
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, sort of checking out the Presidents Cup captains there, aren't I?  
Just getting friendly with both sides there. 
 
Yeah, I think sort of speaking to some people about it and just said, look, playing with Tiger, 
playing with -- I played with some other really good players the week of The Open as well, 
played a practice round with Justin Rose.  I'm playing with Ernie this week, it's good to see 
how they go about things.  Even if you learn one or two things off them, it can be really 
beneficial.  So yeah, I think that probably comes back to that question around feeling like I 
belong.  If you can perform around those guys, there's sort of no reason why you can't do it 
anywhere else. 
 
Q.  Playing in your group as well you've got Dave Micheluzzi, a fellow Victorian.  It 
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mustn't feel that long ago that you were sort of at his level, on the verge of turning 
pro, and you've obviously come so far since then.  Do you look back at that time and 
then look to where you are now, it's been a pretty amazing run so far?    
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  In a way.  I think Dave was sort of just coming through the IS programs 
as I was just kind of leaving to turn pro, so he's maybe a couple years behind me in that sort 
of development phase.  But definitely I remember back to those times where you were 
starting to play some of these bigger pro events as an amateur.  Yeah, I think obviously 
pretty good experience for him being able to play with Ernie and I think he's the only 
amateur in the field this week, being able to play an event like this.  He lost his clubs I think 
as well, so we'll see.  Just getting a lot of these experiences that you get as a pro playing 
sort of on the big stage, it's pretty good experience for him.  Hopefully, he takes a lot from it. 
 
Q.  Just going back to Presidents Cup and playing with captains, it's obviously a long 
way away, but is that Presidents Cup team on your mind and is it a goal, long-time 
goal? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, well, I think I'd look pretty silly right now if I said I thought I was a 
firm favourite to make the team as a captain's pick or as a qualifier.  My results at the 
moment don't really sort of indicate that, but I think in my mind I don't see any reason why, if 
I develop the way I've been developing in the next 12 months, I can't -- there's no reason 
why I can't have a really good stretch there in the six months before Royal Melbourne next 
year and really give myself a good chance at making that team.   
 
Listened to a podcast that Ernie was on three or four weeks ago and he sort of spoke about 
the chance if there was a local player that was kind of playing really well and knew Royal 
Melbourne really well that he would consider picking him and I was sort of the whole time 
sitting there thinking, well, I grew up around that Sandbelt area, I know Royal Melbourne like 
the back of my hand.   
 
So if I can put the results on the board and I think it's probably going to be hard to talk him 
into a captain's pick this early this week, but if I can, yeah, just obviously meet him this week 
and sort of get on his radar, try to show him who I'm about and everything like that, I think if I 
put the results in the next 12 months, there's no reason why I can't be a good look in for that 
team. 
 
Q.  Will you be making a few sneaky comments about how well you know Royal 
Melbourne? 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I think it may get mentioned one or two times. 
 
Q.  Just moving on to, I guess, a bit of sadder news, obviously you landed this 
morning and have seen that Jarrod Lyle's chosen to go into palliative care.  I guess 
can you talk to us a little bit about how that news affected you and what Jarrod has 
meant to you in your career and really the whole golf industry? 
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LUCAS HERBERT:  Yeah, pretty sad one this morning reading that.  I think I got it when I 
was on the plane, I got some Wifi on the plane and saw it just before I landed in Melbourne. 
 
Yeah, sort of hasn't I think -- I know myself, just because he recovered from it twice, I sort of 
figured that he would just keep fighting it and keep fighting it until he would eventually get 
over it.  And I can completely understand sort of where he feels like he's at, too, sort of have 
enough.   
 
Yeah, sad news and, I mean, Jarrod was sort of someone I looked up to growing up, for 
sure.  Country kid.  He actually moved to Commonwealth where I play as well, so pretty 
strong connections there.  My first sort of tier 1 event I played in Australia, the Australian 
Masters, I played with him the first two rounds and he's been really friendly with me sort of 
the whole time I've been coming through.   
 
End of last year, the Aussie Open, he was sort of doing a feature sort of in the background 
doing some chipping and he would come over and just hit some chip shots with me and we 
just chatted and talked about everything.  And he was about to go in the hospital then and it 
seemed like he was going to go in for two weeks and he was back out again.  Sort of sad to 
think that that was kind of -- that was kind of the start of all this.   
 
So yeah, it's pretty sad.  I sort of don't -- I don't really know what we can do to make it feel 
any better or make it any different for him.  I think as long as he knows that everyone out 
here is really thinking about him, everyone out here is pretty upset by the news this morning.  
And obviously none of us really want to bombard him with messages, I think we want him to 
spend his last few weeks or however long he sort of makes it with his girls and his family.   
 
I think if he's watching this, we all sort of have a massive respect for him and wish him 
absolutely the best and whatnot, but I think we'll probably just hang back and let him have 
his privacy the last few weeks. 
 
Q.  And just quickly, the Aussie Masters that you played with him, was that his return 
to golf after his second -- 
 
LUCAS HERBERT:  I think it was the year after.  I think he might have come back and 
played -- it might have been his -- I have to get the timeline right as to whether he's playing 
off a medical exemption that following year, but I remember two or three years ago playing 
really well here, just seeing his face around and just sort of -- yeah, he'll be missed, that's 
right. 
  


