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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
July 31, 2018 
 
JASON NORRIS 
 
 
Q.  What's it like to be back at the scene of the great triumph from last year? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  It's a great thrill to be back.  It's all happening here.  We've done an 
opening ceremony.  The weather's perfect and the course is great so it's just awesome to be 
back. 
 
Q.  You've made our job really easy this week, Jason, so far to come back and do 
everything we've asked of you.  Must be pretty pleased to come back as defending 
champion to a tournament like this? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  Yeah, I've defended secondary Tour events and it's great fun, but this is 
the next level and it's just good to be back and so much media is always good for us.  I'm not 
Ernie Els, so it's a bit of fun for me.  It's just really good to be back and be in the spirit of Fiji. 
 
Q.  Just having players like Ernie Els and Vijay, of course, at the tournament 
heightens sort of the credibility of it, doesn't it?  If you look at the previous winners as 
well as yourself with Kuchar and Snedeker, it's a big deal? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  Yeah, there's a great field here.  Ernie's come over and obviously Vijay's 
back again, which two world-class players obviously we've all grown up with.  It's a thrill to 
be playing with them and it's good to see Australian golf and Fiji golf with such good players. 
 
Q.  Does it help coming back to a place where you've obviously played well as you're 
trying to find some form and somewhat familiar with and somewhere you know you 
played well? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  Definitely.  You have good vibes going through your body, you have good 
feelings, and it's always good to come back to where you've played well.  I'm really looking 
forward to getting out there and just doing it again. 
 
Q.  Europe last 12 months, you mentioned the other week you had a bit of an injury.  
How's that tracking? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  It started coming good the last three weeks to a month, which is good for 
obviously this week and the remainder of the year, but I struggled pretty much early on in the 
year.  I had only one good event in Asia.  Other than that, it's been a bit of a struggle with 
the travel and a lot of golf.  Just been working hard in the gym and trying to get it rolling. 
 
Q.  The Asian Tour side of the exemption, what's the thoughts on that for the rest of 
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the year? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  Well, my goal was to finish off my career in Asia, so I'm looking forward 
to getting there maybe next year or maybe the year after, depending how I go in Europe.  So 
I'm really looking forward to getting out there and they have some great events in nice 
places. 
 
Q.  What was the injury? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  I had a few sprained facet joints and I had a sprained (inaudible) joint.  
It's not good for golf, the rotation and everything, so the more I played, the worst it got, so it's 
really hard to keep on top of it. 
 
Q.  On the course here, have you had a chance to have a look at it this week? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  No, I'm just about to go for nine.  Someone said it's in better condition 
than last year, which is amazing.  The new greens have settled in and in fantastic condition 
I've heard.  But it's one of my favourite golf courses, so I've said that before I won, I said it 
after I won.  It's definitely a great golf course and look forward to getting out there. 
 
Q.  With the wind, Jason, you obviously dealt with it pretty well last year.  When you're 
playing practice rounds and going around pre-tournament, are you hitting certain 
shots and are there certain things you're going to try and navigate the wind? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  Sometimes the wind can be completely different when you play, so as far 
as looking at the course with a certain wind, it doesn't really matter.  If you're playing well, 
the wind doesn't affect you.  It's when you're off the wind really affects you.  Last year I 
obviously played pretty good and the wind didn't bother me for a couple of rounds, but the 
weekend was really good last year.  I think it's a course where you always get wind and you 
have to play good shots in the wind. 
 
Q.  Jason, you just participated in the official Sevu Sevu ceremony.  Can you talk to 
us about I guess the Fijian culture that's involved in the tournament as well? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  It's a bit of fun to do something like the opening ceremony.  We don't 
have anything like that in Australia with the stuff that we do.  We just have a national 
anthem, I guess, so it's a bit of fun.  We obviously couldn't understand the words, but I love 
the rituals of different countries and the whole Pacific, South Pacific have good things like 
that, so it's a bit of fun to do that. 
 
Q.  How's the kava?  
 
JASON NORRIS:  Kava's probably not my favourite drink in the world, but it's good fun.  I 
think it was a quiet weak dose, so that was good.  It just relaxes you, I think. 
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Q.  And can you talk to us about your tournament preparations out at Cloud 9 
yesterday, what you were up to out there? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  Yeah, not normally the sort of thing you do before you play a round of 
golf, I suppose, but we had a great time.  We had a couple of drinks in the bar, a bit of fun, a 
few golf shots, which was a bit different taking the clubs out to a kilometer or so offshore, so 
it was great fun and a good day had by all, I think. 
 
Q.  And I think we have to mention last year the tournament preparations, the daily 
putt-putt with your caddie.  Is that a tradition that you'll be keeping going this year? 
 
JASON NORRIS:  Different hotel, we're at the magnificent Intercontinental and there's a 
putting green, but no putt-putt.  So I'll work it out there and keep the ritual going with a bit of 
putting practice, I think. 
  


