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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
July 31, 2018 
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
Q.  Ernie, welcome to the Fiji International presented by Fiji Oasis.  Good to have you 
joining us here in paradise.  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely, thank you very much.  Yeah, we got here early, got here yesterday 
morning.  Got my wife and my daughter here and my caddie Casey from the U.S.  So, you 
know, never been to Fiji and I wanted to have a little bit of holiday if it's possible around the 
golf tournament, so it's great to be here. 
 
Q.  You went out and had a look at a lot of the holes on the course yesterday.  What 
do you think of Vijay Singh's design? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, he's got a good one.  Obviously the trade winds are here, this is the 
trade wind and it seems like 11:00 on the clock it starts blowing and the course plays well 
with it.  I started on the back nine, yeah, beautiful views down to the ocean and back.  Quite 
a bit of undulation on the course.  I played the first four holes on the other nine, on the front 
nine where you definitely need a cart, thank goodness.  Beautiful golf course, landscape is 
unbelievable.  You almost have a bit of mountain golf course on this side and then coming 
on this side here on the back nine you see the ocean.  So it's a wonderful golf course and I 
think the wind will keep it fair. 
 
Q.  A bit different than Carnoustie, your last start, yeah? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, yeah, absolutely.  This is a tropical paradise and everything's green, the 
topography, everything is beautiful, it's green.  Just very different golf.  Obviously Carnoustie 
is links and the golf course was running miles and so on, but a different part of the world and 
different vegetation and here we are.  
 
Q.  What sort of shape is your game in, and is being sort of the headline at a 
tournament, does that bring extra expectation in your mind on your performance? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, I haven't been the headline act for a while so it's kind of a bit different for 
me than the last couple years.  Yeah, it's great to play in Fiji.  My great friend Vijay, he's the 
host I guess of the tournament, he's from here.  Always wanted to come and play golf here 
in Fiji and hopefully we can play together at some point this week.  But it's great to be here 
and great to see some Australians, I haven't seen some of the guys for quite some time, and 
the Asian players and some European players.  It's a great event. 
 
Q.  Do you think it's important for the great players like Gary Player a long time ago, 
Jack Nicklaus and all the others are citizens of the world when it comes to playing 
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tournaments around the world, important to spread the word? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, absolutely.  I've been doing that for the most part of my career.  Just 
kind of a natural evolution, isn't it?  As a junior when I started to leave South Africa to play in 
big events, started doing it as a teenager and kept doing it as a pro.  Now I'm almost 50 and 
I'm still doing it.  It's just where we're from, and I think Australians are very similar to us.  If 
you want to get to the big stage, you have to leave home.  So it's kind of tough sometimes, 
but that's what we have to do.  I've kind of naturally progressed into that role. 
 
Q.  As the International Team captain, is that even more important to you over the 
next year and a half traveling the world and meeting a lot of the young guys that will 
be pushing for a selection? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Absolutely.  You know, that's what we'll have to do.  I'm fortunate that I'm an 
honorary member of the Asian Tour and I play some events on the Asian Tour so I can keep 
my eye on some of the youngsters coming through, some young Australians coming 
through.   
 
I see my draw, I'm playing with one really young Australian amateur and Lucas Herbert, 
which is just going to be fun.  See how their games are, how they -- you know, if they get 
hot, they can get onto the team.  There's so many young guys that it's really pushed hard 
now.  From Joaquin Niemann, he's only 17, turned pro and he's already had four or five 
top-10s on the U.S. Tour so he's making a huge push.  Some Asian players, Australian 
players, so there's a lot of young, young blood coming through, so I've got to keep my eye 
on it, and playing in events like this I can see how their games are progressing. 
 
Q.  The young Australian, the amateur that you're playing with tomorrow, he's actually 
just standing over there.  I just told him that he was lucky enough to play with you 
tomorrow and he was so excited.  Do you remember when you were sort of a younger 
age and did you get a chance to play with guys that you really looked up to and what 
that was like? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I did.  I was very fortunate to play with Gary Player and the likes of that.  
I wouldn't put myself in Gary's shoes, but a youngster like that to play with an old guy like 
me, I'm sure hopefully he's excited about it.  I am excited to play with the youngsters and 
see how their games are going.  I think it's great for a youngster like him.  I hear he's like 
No. 2 coming out of -- 
 
Q.  Yeah, the rankings in Australia. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  -- Australia, so a lot of talent there.  A lot of bright future hopefully for him and I 
hopefully will have a good couple of days and see how his game is and we'll have a good 
chat, see where his mind is of turning pro and et cetera.  So good to see some young talent. 
 
Q.  What did you make of Tiger's British Open? 
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ERNIE ELS:  It was good, eh?  It's been coming.  He's had a solid year ever since he 
started back again and playing a lot of events.  Seems like every time he plays, he's 
competing and he's up there.  That really showed going into The Open, so it was really -- I 
was really glued to the television on Sunday.  I was watching most of the play, and when he 
hit the front I think like anybody I got really excited.  He made a couple mistakes after that 
but finished strong and finished in the top-5 I think he did.  You know, he's just -- he's 
working himself back.  That was his first real taste of major golf in contention again, so I 
think more things are going to come from that performance, definitely. 
  


