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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
July 1, 2018 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( -11) 
 
 
Q.  Tiger, well played this week, a lot of good things happened out there.  Safe to say 
the switch of the putter worked out? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It did.  I rolled the ball well this week.  I did some good work last week and 
the putter felt good.  It felt good to start my ball on the lines again.  I'm starting to see it, 
starting to feel it, and I had the pace pretty much good all week.  The putts I missed, I hit a 
lot of good ones, which I don't mind because I hadn't been doing that for a while, the better 
part of two months.  Even my good ones didn't look very good, so this was nice. 
 
Q.  You were asked early this week in your press conference about playing with some 
of these younger guys.  In the last two days you played with Joel Dahmen, you played 
with Bronson Burgoon.  How does it make you feel knowing that you were the 
motivation for you guys to be out here? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It just means I'm old.  I've been around the Tour for the better part of 22 
years now, so I've been out here a while.  That's one of the neat things about our sport, it 
can cross so many different generations.  I remember playing with Jack in his final PGA and 
he said he played with Gene Sarazen in his final PGA.  You don't get to hear that in any 
other sport.  We cross so many different generations and this is one of them. 
 
Q.  Tiger, what are one or two shots or moments that you would like to have back 
today in terms of momentum?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I think the last two days playing 13, 14 the way I did, you know, I 
bogeyed 13 twice and then didn't birdie 14 either day and I was right there next to the green.  
Those are things that I can't afford to do and expect to win a golf tournament. 
 
Q.  Tiger, when you think about your putting, how much momentum do you take?  
You just talked about having your pace better, hitting your lines.  Does that give you a 
lot of confidence?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yes, it does.  It feels good, I mean, it really does.  I hit -- you know, even 
my bad putts still had the "go in" look.  That's something that I haven't had.  When I was 
struggling there for a little bit and I couldn't even cheer for my good ones.  So I'm seeing the 
lines again, I'm rolling the ball on my line, I've got the speed, and I really like the swing of 
this putter.  I keep saying that, but I like feeling that toe move.  It makes a big difference. 
 
Q.  Tiger, how much have you enjoyed just playing this course, this tournament here 
in this area? 
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TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I've never been able -- I've never been able to play a tournament 
here.  I didn't play any of the Kemper days, I didn't play here last year, and so it was much 
harder than I originally thought it would be.  I think most of the guys were saying that last 
year when they first came here and played, most of the guys I talked to said like a mini-U.S. 
Open broke out, 7-under par was in a playoff.  This year's a little bit different, greens are a 
little bit softer, but still, what Francesco's doing back there is phenomenal.  It's 21 under right 
now and probably go lower than that. 
 
Q.  (Question about the fans.)  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Oh, the fans have been incredible.  To come out here in this heat?  I'm 
sure it topped out over 100 degrees today and they were out here supporting, walking 
around here, cheering for both myself and Bronson and it was just a fun atmosphere to play 
in front of. 
 
Q.  With that being said, is it kind of bittersweet in a sense because the future of this 
tournament in D.C. is pretty much in question now? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It is in question.  As I was saying earlier in the week, it's frustrating 
because this is a great sporting town.  This D.C. area, they support all their sports and have 
supported this event.  Unfortunately, we just haven't been able to find a title.  We need a title 
sponsor in order to continue this event. 
 
Q.  Do you keep thinking about how things, inching up the leaderboard, how that 
affects your world rankings, all these other things, other secondary goals at all?  Are 
you thinking about that while you're coming down the stretch?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  No, no.  I just saw that I thought I was only four back at the time when I 
made the turn and so I thought that maybe if I got on the back nine, I shot 30, maybe 29, 
that would be enough.  Evidently, I would have to shoot 24 on the back nine.  What 
Francesco's doing back there is just awesome.  But I thought I had a legit chance starting 
that back nine if I posted a good number, but Francesco is just running away with it. 
 
Q.  How much help is this going to give you going to Carnoustie?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  You know, I've hit the ball well in this stretch, I just haven't made anything.  
And finally I'm starting to hit some putts, I'm starting to make those putts from -- putts you're 
supposed to make from 10, 15 feet, but I'm also making some from outside 20.  I haven't 
done that, as I said, for the better part of two months.  So that was nice to make over 100 
foot of putts, I think, twice this week.  That's a positive sign. 
 
Q.  It's been a few years since you've been in this area and had the eye surgery.    
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, yeah. 
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Q.  You talk about seeing your putting lines well this week.  How much does it help 
your overall game over these years?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Having the eye surgery?  Yeah, it's helped a lot.  I don't have to deal with 
contacts, I don't have to deal with -- I'm allergic to most of the stuff on the golf course, it gets 
in my eyes and I struggle a little bit and I struggled for a long time most of my life until I had 
the corrective surgery and then I had an enhancement done right after Trevor won, I think, 
the Masters that year.  So I've had a couple and my vision's been good.  Unfortunately, as 
I'm getting older, I'm starting to lose the shortness and be able to read in low light, but that's 
just part of the deal. 
 
Q.  Would you change anything in your practice routine to get ready for Carnoustie? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Basically, just trying to get efficient hitting the golf ball both ways and then 
getting comfortable hitting the ball down.  Carnoustie is an unbelievable driving golf course, 
you have to drive the ball well there, but also it's -- it's not your traditional in-out golf course.  
It's a lot of different angles, so a lot of different crosswinds.  I have to be able to maneuver 
the golf ball both ways there efficiently.  Yeah, you just have to hit the golf ball well there. 
 
Q.  How do you think you'll fare there?  I know '99 was sort of hard to judge based on 
that, but you played the Scottish Open there way back in the day. 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, my introduction to links golf couldn't have been any better.  I played 
Carnoustie in the Scottish Open and the very next week played I played the British at St. 
Andrews.  Not a bad way to start off my links career.   
 
The year we played in '99, I think I made one birdie on the weekend, I finished with 3 or 4 
back of the playoff.  That was ridiculous how hard it was.  I don't know if they're going to 
have it like that, but you just never know.  It's been warm over there and so hence the grass 
will probably grow.  And that's one of the neat things about playing The Open 
Championship, they don't really care what par is, they just let whatever Mother Nature has.  
If it's in store for a wet Open, it is, if it's dry, it's dry.  They don't try and manufacture an 
Open. 
 
Q.  Are you suggesting the USGA cares what par is?  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Say again? 
 
MODERATOR:  All right, Tiger.  Thank you, appreciate it.  
  


