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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
June 30, 2018 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI  ( -13) 
 
 
Q.  Francesco, another great round of golf for you today.  What a super finish, that 
long birdie at 17, great tee shot at 18 to finish off with a birdie there, 65.  Your 
thoughts on how you played? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, another good day, played very well.  I left a couple of 
putts on the greens, three-putting and missing a couple of short birdie chances, but it was 
great to finish like that.  The game is there, so it was just a case of trying to recover energy 
for tomorrow because it's going to be another very hot day and do my best tomorrow. 
 
Q.  You told Mark Carnevale after your round yesterday that you actually watched this 
tournament on TV last year and thought hey, I'd like to play that golf course.  Now that 
you've gone around here three rounds, what do you like about TPC Potomac? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  It's a great course.  It's a tough test, but it challenges every part 
of your game.  You really need to be on the ball to play well here.  I think it suits my game 
now that I'm playing well, I'm hitting fairways, hitting greens.  I think one of the keys this 
week has been not making too many bogeys and be patient and just wait for the 
opportunities.  It's a great track, yeah. 
 
Q.  You're in the last group tomorrow, tied for the lead.  Your thoughts as you go to 
Sunday? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  It's where I want to be.  Obviously I would have been happy 
even with 11 or 12 under.  The main thing today was to stay close to the leader, so I've done 
a very good job of that.  Tomorrow I just need to go out and do my best, hit as many good 
shots as possible and see if that would be enough. 
 
Q.  Francesco, obviously this course, it's the first time you've been here, you weren't 
here last year.  Is it your game that suits this course or is it that you're playing so 
well? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I think it would be both.  Obviously you need to play well no 
matter how much you like the course, but at the same time I think it's a course that suits my 
game well.  I'm hitting the ball well off the tee, hitting some good shots into the greens.  It's a 
tough test, I think it's a good course because it challenges every part of your game and so 
far I've been doing very well. 
 
Q.  Any particular part of your game in this last couple of starts you've had with the 
win obviously at BMW in Italy? 
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FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I think just the putting has been improving from the beginning of 
the season and I think that's the biggest key in my game.  I'm usually pretty consistent with 
the long game, so the putting makes a big difference.  Yeah, probably takes a little bit of 
pressure off the long game as well.  If you know you have the chance of making a 20-, 
30-footer, you're not so much under pressure to hit it close. 
 
Q.  How do you prepare to execute at the top of the leaderboard on a Sunday? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Preparation is the same.  Still doing my own thing, trying to do it 
as well as possible, one shot at a time.  It's boring and everyone says the same, but it's the 
way golf works.  I need to be mentally strong tomorrow whatever happens.  If I start well or if 
I don't start well, need to keep pushing and do my things and see after if I will have done 
enough. 
 
Q.  You beat Tiger at Medinah in 2012 at the Ryder Cup that single Sunday.  What 
would it mean on the 18th green if he gave you the trophy tomorrow? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  It was a draw.  No, obviously he's a little bit older than me.  I 
grew up watching him play when I was in my teens and starting to think about turning pro.  
He's definitely been a model and an idol for me, so it would mean a lot.  Obviously he's not 
out of the tournament yet, so he has a chance to go out tomorrow and shoot a low number 
like any people around 7, 8, 6 under will try and do.  So it's too early to think of anything like 
that. 
  


