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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 28, 2018 
 
RICKIE FOWLER  ( E) 
 
Q.  What made it a bit of a grind? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  A little bit of everything.  I've been swinging really well coming in and felt 
good Tuesday when I got up here and yesterday in the pro-am made a lot of good swings.  
Tee to green, pretty clean.  Makes it fairly low stress when you do that.  Just seemed like I 
hit the fairway, kind of missed the green.  That's how I started out, missed fairways here and 
there.  It was a little bit of a grind.  Made some good up-and-downs to start, which at least 
calmed me down a bit knowing that if you get the ball up and down, but it's not something 
you want to have to rely on.  I had some putts slide by, but nice to get a couple birdies 
coming in, at least get it back to even.  Should have just stayed in bed, it was like I didn't 
need to do much today. 
 
Q.  Let's take a look at what we saw, start on the 10th here, touching on putts just off 
the green.  
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I had a few that were looking good, just ran out of speed or just 
broke off.  It was a bit frustrating.  I felt like I hit a lot of good ones, but disappointing when 
you go out and don't make a birdie for your first I think it was 13 holes or so. 
 
Q.  This is what we saw on 13. 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, it looked like it was somewhat of an okay lie, but the bunker goes 
up and flattens out and there's some sand, basically sitting on sand up there on a flat lie, not 
an easy one.  But here's 14, like I said, it was nice to finally get a birdie, finally drop one in 
there. 
 
Q.  And on 18? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  18 I had a good number just for a smooth 9-iron and got to work it in 
there right to left and use the slope.  Wish it was a little closer, but close enough to be able 
to sneak it.  
 
Q.  And the birdie putts paid off. 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah.  Like I said, I felt like I was hitting my lines all day.  It was nice, I 
made some good putts early, I made some good four-, five-footers to kind of keep me in the 
mix.  Felt good on the greens.  It would be nice to get some more birdie looks tomorrow in 
the morning and get it headed in the right direction. 
 
Q.  What's going to be your main focus for now? 
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RICKIE FOWLER:  We're going to go home, make some dinner.  We're staying in a house 
this week, so relax, get some rest.  Like I said, I've been swinging really well.  Today was 
just a touch off.  Just need to give ourselves some actual chances to go make birdies 
instead of trying to salvage pars. 
 
Q.  Rickie, most of the lower scores came in the early part of the day with a few 
exceptions.  Do you think that the sun maybe baked it out by the afternoon? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  No, the course was still playable, for sure.  It was still receptive.  You 
know, greens get more delicate through the day, that's standard for any tournament.  
Typically, the morning's going to have a little lower scoring.  It probably had a little less 
breeze this morning.   
 
But we'll be on the flip side of that tomorrow so hopefully we'll still get some easier 
conditions than what they'll see in the afternoon.  You end up on good sides of the draw, bad 
sides of the draw, it all evens out.  I don't think there's going to be a big difference after two 
days once you see everyone kind of play a morning and an afternoon round. 
 
Q.  Is there one particular thing that you most want to improve on tomorrow? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I just need to play a little better tee to green, drive it a little bit better, get 
some more birdie looks.  Today was kind of trying to just salvage pars and just keep it 
forward without heading in the wrong direction.  We're in a good spot.  I've been swinging 
well last week at home and the last couple days, just a touch off today. 
 
Q.  What kind of challenge does this golf course present? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  It's a great golf course tree to green.  If you drive the ball out of position, 
then you're just trying to fight to get back into position and save par.  You miss greens, 
you've got tough up-and-downs.  It rewards someone who's driving the ball well and tee to 
green playing fairly clean or flawless.  You can't really fake it around this golf course, in my 
opinion. 
 
Q.  Talk a little bit about the weather.  How do you prepare for tomorrow's weather and 
later throughout the weekend?  The greens get a little bit tighter and it gets warmer.  
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I'm looking forward to the course drying out.  Last year we had this 
course really firm and fast, the rough was a little longer and thicker.  I definitely -- I like it like 
that.  I feel like it separates the field a little bit more to who's playing well that week and 
who's not.   
 
So I don't know, it will be good, it will be nice to get a morning round tomorrow, fresh greens.  
Like I said, they get a little marked up in the afternoon, so it is what it is.  It will all even out 
and hopefully get a good one tomorrow and get ourselves in good position for the weekend.  


