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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
June 26, 2018 
 
KYLE STANLEY   
 
 
JACK RYAN:  Like to welcome defending champion here at the Quicken Loans National, 
Kyle Stanley.  Kyle won his second PGA Tour victory at the 2017 Quicken Loans National in 
a playoff over Charles Howell, III.   
 
Kyle, how does it feel to be back here at the site of a special place for you?  
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Yeah, it feels great.  Very excited to be back.  Coming off a nice week 
last week so I feel like my game's in good shape.  I haven't seen the golf course yet, going to 
head out there and play nine after we wrap up here. 
 
Mike Antolini and his crew do a great job of putting together a nice event for us this week 
and looking forward to getting going on Thursday. 
 
JACK RYAN:  I mentioned to you that your score of 7 under last season was the highest 
score to par for a winner on the PGA TOUR last year.  Can you speak to the difficulty of this 
course and how were you able to manage that?  
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Yeah, the course played very tough.  The rough was up, the greens were 
pretty quick, a lot of par 4s out here can play fairly difficult.  Probably a golf course that 
caters to a guy that's going to hit a lot of fairways and a lot of greens, pretty difficult to play 
out of this rough.  Like I said, with some of the par 4s being challenging, if you can play a lot 
of your second shots out of the fairway, you'll set yourself up for a pretty good week. 
 
JACK RYAN:  All right.  We'll go ahead and take some questions.    
 
Q.  Kyle, does your perspective change going into a tournament you've already won 
and you're trying to repeat?  How is kind of the preparation, or is it just the same as 
any other week? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Yeah, preparation will be probably about the same as I normally would.  
Typically I'll play nine on Tuesday and then the pro-am once.  Obviously really like this golf 
course and have a lot of good memories from here from last week.  I mean, last year.  The 
course really suits my game, like I said.  Driving the ball and iron play is a strength of mine, 
so I think being able to play a golf course where I can play to my strengths is a good thing.  
A lot of the holes set up well to my eye, pretty comfortable driving the golf course off the tee, 
so yeah, I feel really good and, like I said, I've had a couple nice finishes here in the last few 
years and everything in my game feels overall pretty solid. 
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Q.  Welcome back here.  I remember last year also you mentioned after winning that 
you had some family in this area.  Do you remember, was it a cousin or something 
like that that you were going to go celebrate with? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Yeah, so my dad's side of the family, like my aunts and uncles and some 
of my cousins live in the Bethesda area.  Most of them aren't in town, they spend their 
summers up in New York, but I know Tommy took the week off so he'll be back out here. 
 
Q.  You have multiple emotional connections to this tournament and this course now 
having won here last year and having, as we just talked about, your family here.  So 
putting all that aside if you are able to, the future of this tournament kind of uncertain 
after this year, is there a value to you of coming to either this particular course or just 
this region in general during a Tour season, sort of the way it's positioned on the 
schedule and everything else considering that? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Well, if you look at the event historically, I mean, my first year out here 
was 2011 and I think we played this event that year at Aronimink, which is a really good golf 
course.  After that I believe we were at Congressional for a while and then here, and I 
believe it might be going to Detroit if I read that correctly.  I mean, it has a reputation of 
playing really good golf courses and I know guys like that.  I'm not sure where it will be in 
Detroit.   
 
And then having Tiger associated with the event and his foundation as the host, I know it's 
an event that a lot of guys put on their schedule every year.  You know, when I look back, I 
look forward to coming to whether it's here or elsewhere.  
 
Q.  Kyle, you mentioned the par 4s here are very difficult.  What is it that makes them 
difficult, specifically the 11th hole, which is one of the hardest par fours the entire 
year? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Yeah, 11 in particular is really difficult off the tee and then the second 
shot into the green.  I remember last year I hit 5-wood off that tee just to get the ball in play.  
For the most part, a lot of it's the rough.  The rough, I don't know what it's like this year, 
haven't been out on the course yet, but the rough last year was really pretty thick so if you 
were in it, it was somewhat difficult to get a long iron or what you needed to get to the green. 
 
Yeah, you've just got to put the ball in play.  I think 15 is another one that's really long.  If you 
don't drive it in the fairway there, it's tough.  Then a number of them on the front.  So yeah, 
driving the ball in play here is going to be key to a good week.  Yeah, 11's not necessarily a 
hole many of us look forward to playing.  I think a lot of us would take par there for the week, 
for sure. 
 
Q.  Piggybacking off that, how are you planning to play the short par 4 14th hole this 
week and what are you doing to prepare for that?  
 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

KYLE STANLEY:  I think last year we went for it all days.  I know a couple of the pin 
positions there you've got to be kind of conscious of where you miss it, but it's a short par 4, 
it's going to reward a good tee ball there.  My opinion, a pretty good short par 4, but 
obviously it probably depends on the wind a little bit.  If it plays into you there, I think you can 
still get to the green.  As for right now, I plan on going for it every day if we can. 
 
Q.  Kind of a two parter, Kyle.  If you could take one part of someone's game to have 
for your own, who and what would it be?  And secondly, if someone wanted to take 
one part of your game, what would it be? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Oh, gosh.  You know, my strength is my ball-striking.  I've always hit it 
well, I've always been a really good iron player, drive the ball very well.  So I would say if 
someone was going to borrow part of my game, it would be the ball-striking aspect of it. 
 
I played with Jordan last week on Saturday and he had kind of an off day with his ball 
striking, but his short game is just incredible.  I mean, every single up-and-down he had he 
just made it look really easy.  I was a little jealous of that, so fresh off of playing with him, I 
wouldn't mind having his short game a good bit of the time. 
 
Yeah, I would say for me, probably the ball-striking aspect of it, but I'll take his short game 
any day of the week. 
 
Q.  Do you believe that everybody out here has got something that someone else 
would like to have, and do you think sometimes they need reminding of that? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Maybe a little bit.  I mean, I think all of us out here have something that 
we're really good at.  Some guys are pretty average ball-strikers but make up for it by being 
really good putters.  Some guys maybe have average short games or be an average putter 
but make up for it by, you know, hitting a lot of greens and having a really solid long game. 
 
I think the goal is to obviously be a complete player.  I wouldn't trade necessarily the way I 
hit the ball for really anyone out here.  On the weeks when I putt okay, I'm going to have a 
good week.  But yeah, ball-striking's definitely the best part of my game.  Yeah, I would say 
that maybe other guys have aspects of their games that are better than ours, but the goal is 
to be, as a player, be a pretty complete player.   
 
Q.  Are you close to that?  
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Yeah, I mean, like I said, my short game isn't as good as my ball-striking.  
I can be a bit of a streaky putter at times, but I feel like I'm a good putter.  I feel like I'm doing 
a lot of really good things in my game.   
 
I think at the beginning of the '17 season I was ranked somewhere around 300 in the world, 
so in a pretty short period of time we've made some pretty significant strides so I'm really 
happy with that.  I think it's all about the perspective you have and in my mind I feel like 
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we're doing a lot of really good things and our preparation's been really good.  Coaches I 
have are great and giving me a lot of good guidance.  Yeah, I think we just have to stick on 
the path that we're on right now, seems to be working okay. 
 
Q.  Kyle, with Tiger back in the field playing this week, is there a sense at all of just 
maybe a little more excitement entering this tournament than maybe in the years past 
when he hadn't been playing? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  Yeah, I think every time he plays it's just going to add a good bit of 
excitement to the event, especially given the fact that like his game seems to be in pretty 
good shape right now and he's playing well. 
 
I can speak for myself as well as a lot of the other guys, we like it when he plays.  It's good 
for the tournaments and it's nice that he's playing well, so it certainly adds to the event. 
 
Q.  Have you been to a Clemson game yet? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  I think the last game I went to one was in 2012. 
 
Q.  You have gone? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  I've gone to one, yeah. 
 
Q.  Just one?  As much of a job as this is and a grind it can be, what do you do to 
completely get away from the game? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  So my wife and I, we moved back to Gig Harbor four years ago.  It's 
where we both grew up, so all our friends are there, all our family's there, so that's been 
really good.   
 
Not necessarily, I don't really have a certain hobby that I go to.  I think just being home and 
on the off weeks being able to spend time around our family, our friends and just being there 
in the harbor, it's where we want to be on our weeks off.  I feel like I kind of get recharged 
really quickly.  Really anything that has to do with being home, whether it be just hanging out 
with family or friends, or there's plenty to do when we're there to get away from golf.   
 
I take a decent amount of time off when I'm home now.  If I have one week off, it's not 
uncommon for me to take probably four or five days off.  That's something I wouldn't 
normally do four, five years ago, but now that I'm a little bit older, I think I understand kind of 
the value of rest and being rested when you come out here and recharged.  I think that move 
back there has been very good for my golf game. 
 
Q.  For those of us not from Gig Harbor, which is probably most in the room, I would 
think, sounds like you have to know how to fish to live there, no? 
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KYLE STANLEY:  Well, I mean, I know how to fish.  But yeah, I tried on the Puget Sound, 
so especially this time of year when the weather gets a little warmer, there's tons of stuff to 
do out on the water.  We get out on the water from time to time, but yeah, I know how to fish, 
I just don't do it much. 
 
Q.  Do you have a boat? 
 
KYLE STANLEY:  No, don't have a boat. 
 
Q.  You live in Gig Harbor and don't have a boat?  That doesn't make sense.  
 
KYLE STANLEY:  It's better to have friends with boats, right? 
 
JACK RYAN:  Well, we'll end on that note.  Thanks for coming in, Kyle, best of luck this 
week.    
  


