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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
June 24, 2018 
 
NASA HATAOKA  ( -21) 
 
 
QUICK QUOTE : 
 
Q.  Nasa, you played today like you expected to win. 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  I was focusing on my game the entire 18 today.  Yeah, I'm so happy to 
win. 
 
Q.  How much does this do for your confidence looking forward to the second half of 
the season? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  I played with Lexi and all the big name, playing with them was like really 
big for me, and then winning this tournament was just so huge for me. 
 
 
MEDIA CENTER: 
  
KRISTEN YOON:  Good afternoon, everyone.  I'm very excited to have with me the 2018 
Walmart Northwest Arkansas Championship presented by P&G champion, Nasa Hataoka, 
the first winner on the LPGA Tour on 2018 from Japan, the fifth Rolex First-Time Winner.   
 
Nasa, congratulations.  It is so good to have you here.  Can you tell us, what does this mean 
for you? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  When I turned pro, I had the goals and within two years I want to win an 
LPGA event, so I can reach the goal I'm so happy about. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Going into the week, did you even have any idea that you would actually 
finish this week with a win? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  This is three-day tournament and I think the golf course suits probably 
all the Japanese players and I saw this I have a chance this week. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  You set the 54-hole tournament scoring record.  What was working out 
there for you today. 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Yeah, I set up the goal today as just try to be at the 20 under, and at the 
17 I made a birdie and I just achieve the goal for today.  But I just try to have a chance on 
the birdie on 18, so that's I'm so happy about. 
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KRISTEN YOON:  We'll open it up for questions. 
 
Q.  Did you ever think about playing it safe once you had that lead, especially on the 
final nine, or were you playing so well that you wanted to just keep going for pins? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Tenth hole I just tried aggressive and just got it a little short-side in the 
bunker.  I made a par, but still I just tried a little right four, five yards on the right of pins, the 
left of pins, but I still tried to get aggressive, the lines. 
 
Q.  Last year you kind of had a tough rookie year where you didn't make the cut in 
quite a few tournaments and had to go back and requalify again through the LPGA 
Tour.  What is different about this year compared to last year and why is your game, 
especially in the last month and a half, why does your game seem to be rising and 
playing so much better?  What is different about it? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Beginning of last year I tried to change my swing to get better, but thing 
is not really quite what I want to do, so I missed a lot of cuts.  But I just tried to get back to 
my old swing and that results come, happen today. 
 
Q.  You said yesterday that if you won, you would maybe buy a house.  So where 
might you buy a house and how much easier will that make it for you with not having 
to travel as much? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Yeah, really tough time to spend time in the off week and so I actually 
really looking for the place to kind of take a rest and take a practice.  So I just really looking 
for it. 
 
Q.  So you've won a car and you're going to get a house.  What's next week, get a 
pool? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Yeah, I think if I have the house, it has a pool, that's I'm so happy about. 
 
Q.  Your mom has been with you a lot on the tour this year.  How much has that kind 
of made you feel a little bit more comfortable to have your mom here on tour and kind 
of a calming maybe kind of a thing for you? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Yeah, last year I was with (Japanese word) and I would try to used to 
American food, go out, eat and try to get used to life in the U.S.  But it's a really struggle on 
eat healthy and so that kind of thing.  It's mom's going to be covered for this year so she's 
always with me and then eating healthy, that's probably the key to play better.  And then 
also, the Japanese people love rice, so those things going to help. 
 
Q.  Congratulations.  Arkansas, this championship was Ai Miyazato's last win, it's now 
your first.  What has Ai done for your career and how important or special is it for you 
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to win in the spot where Ai won? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  I didn't know that Ai won the last tournament here in Arkansas, but Ai is 
always a role model for me and that tournament I won, that's a huge honor.  And also not 
many Japanese people play on the LPGA right now, so I think that win kind of bring a lot of 
Japanese people here and just kind of I'm going to be try to motivate to them to come here 
and then try to kind of take over from Ai because Ai's already retired.  Still not be at that 
level, but I try to be there.  
 
KRISTEN YOON:  I have one final question.  We are coming up on the cutoff for the UL 
International Crown.  You are likely to play for Team Japan.  What would it mean for you to 
represent Japan when we play in Korea in October? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Yeah, I think it doesn't happen often to get represented country and I 
would be one of it and that's a huge honor.  But I try to be my best and this win try to make 
me to push a little bit there. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  It's been really fun to watch you play.  Prior to your win, last five starts 
you had four top-10s, but what's been really fun is to get to know you and just realize that 
your English is actually getting a lot better.  Have you become more accustomed to 
American culture and do you study English, or how have you been able to improve? 
 
NASA HATAOKA:  Yeah, I still learning, but my goal is try to speak in front of you guys and 
to like a comment, so I still need to study, but that's my goal for next. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Well, you're doing a great job.  Are there any other questions?  All right.  
Well, congratulations again, Nasa.  
 


