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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 22, 2018 
 
GABY LOPEZ  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Seriously, when you got here, did you know that this form was coming? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Well, you know, I think the golf course is in great shape.  It's so, so nice to 
play in nice weather, not as hot as last year.  Just the whole environment kind of plays with 
me instead of against me. 
 
Q.  You had a week off last week.  Did you work on anything in particular to get to this 
point? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Yes.  Actually, I've been working with my coach, Horacio Morales, and just 
working on some just basic stuff and not getting away from fundamentals.  I think when 
you're playing so much golf for four weeks in a row, you sometimes get off on little details.  
So just being aware of those little things that actually make the difference. 
 
Q.  And talk about your caddie experience.  
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Well, I think we didn't have the best time, but we have a great relationship.  
He's really fun, he's a very professional caddie on the golf course and I'm just really, really 
happy that we actually had the opportunity to be on TV.  Just enjoying every shot, every 
tournament we play together.  
 
Q.  Tell me how it went. 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  You know, it went great.  All day long I kind of experienced this peaceful 
momentum and I think that's a key piece on the golf course; you know, being very, very 
patient knowing that there's lots of opportunities for birdie out there and just trusting every 
single shot you make. 
 
Q.  When did you realize that you were up there on the leaderboard and you were in 
sole position of first, or did you not really even pay attention? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Well, I didn't pay attention.  Maybe I knew I was -- you know, when you start 
holing putts, you think, oh, this is probably a really low round.  But at the end of the day it's 
all shots combined in one week, it's not about the first day or the second day.  It's about the 
sum up of every single shot and everything counts.  Today's a new day, it's going to be an 
independent day with different feelings, different -- you know, different shots, and I just want 
to keep calm and trust in the process. 
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Q.  They're calling for rain and storms, so it's a very different environment tomorrow.  
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Right, it's very different.  We've had so much rain the last couple weeks and 
I guess we're all used to it.  You know, I guess it's just being patient and knowing that the 
ball's going to stop a little bit more on the greens. 
 
Q.  How important was taking the time off and coming back to get your game back, or 
how important is just being out here, I guess? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  I guess it's a piece of key that no one really, I think, truly understands until 
you're out here.  You know, playing four weeks in a row could sound easy, but it's not, you 
know, especially when you travel all the time.  So I guess just resting enough and listen to 
your body and what actually you need to be working on.  Sometimes resting is actually the 
part you have to work on.  No taking -- I love being home, I'm a home girl.  I like to spend 
time with my family, with my coach back in Mexico.  I don't know, I guess it's just, I mean, 
different feeling coming out to a new week.  Every week is a new start. 
 
Q.  Did you play at all while you were home or was it just purely rest? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  No, I did play.  I probably took like three days off.  Take your mind off of golf 
a little bit is also really good.  Then I started working with my coach, Horacio Morales, back 
home.  It's really, really important, you know, to keep working on those little things that make 
the difference, like ball position or grip pressure.  The different little things that we might not 
realize when we're on the road for so long. 
 
Q.  Gaby, back-to-back birdies today to start your round.  How much did that help 
your confidence moving forward? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Oh, a lot.  You know, I think if you start doing momentums and good 
feelings, good sensations out on the golf course, you know, it's just confidence.  Not 
because one shot didn't go the way you wanted means that the next is going to be the 
same.  So trying to bring on just the nice feelings that we actually have been working on. 
 
Q.  Looking at the leaderboard, there's a lot of low numbers up there today.  What was 
it about the course that people shot so low today, do you think? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Well, I think just rain maybe yesterday or it's been a little soft.  But, I mean, I 
guess the course is in great shape.  We can't complain, today was perfect, like no wind.  It 
was great condition.  So you know, I guess maybe the pin positions are going to be harder 
for the next couple days, but at the same time I think sticking to the process.  Who knows 
what's going to happen, so just keep enjoying. 
 
Q.  Stacy's been kind of a headliner out here for so long, you have those same ties as 
her.   
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GABY LOPEZ:  Yes. 
 
Q.  Will you steal some of her thunder this week maybe? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Yeah, for sure.  I mean, you know, just representing the rest of the 
community means the world to everyone out here.  I feel like home.  I feel so, so comfortable 
out here because I feel that everyone and every single person out here is just, you know, 
rooting for us and we have so much in common that I think that just brings unity. 
 
Q.  Gaby Lopez, clubhouse leader, 8 under after day 1 here at Walmart Northwest 
Arkansas Championship.  Can you tell us, what was it like playing in front of a home 
crowd today? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  It's just a unique experience, unique feeling.  I feel like at home, I feel so 
comfortable.  I was just telling them that, you know, everyone out here just is rooting for the 
Razorbacks, it's a huge thing in common we all have.  You know, I feel very, very 
comfortable.  The course, we've played it enough times when I was in college and, you 
know, just having this experience today was really cool. 
 
Q.  You shot 63, I think a season best if not career best.  What does that do for your 
confidence going into Round 2?  
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Of course it just builds up the confidence.  I think just knowing that every 
hard work is going to pay off and it's just being patient.  I guess we all work really, really hard 
and it's just a matter of trusting what you're doing because -- not because someone else is 
doing different things that means it's the right path.  I guess everyone has to be their own 
kind of path to feel confidence and to, you know, play the best. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us what was it like getting rest back home and how did that help your 
game going into today? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  It did help a lot, I can tell you that.  We've been playing for so long, maybe 
four weeks in a row to me a probably the maximum I'm going to play.  That's when I know I 
start getting tired and I start getting angry over just little mistakes that I do.  So going back 
home and resting for three days and just seeing my coach, Horacio Morales, back home, 
adjusting to little things that are actually going to make the difference was a key piece. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us what was it like on hole 17? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Oh, awesome.  You know, I'm always looking forward to that hole, just 
having that cheer with everyone.  The energy's very, very special and I can't be more 
thankful for being a Razorback.  
  


