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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 22, 2018 
 
LYDIA KO ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  So tell me about the eagle on No. 9.  That was fun. 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah.  It's not a green that you can kind of see the green, so I didn't really know 
what was going to happen and how it went in, but, you know, I could see -- well, I could hear 
that the spectators were getting louder and louder and then you could kind of sense the roar 
that it wasn't, but I said it would be embarrassing if I celebrated and then really it was like an 
inch away or something.  Yeah, no, I don't think I've had a hole-out eagle this year, so really 
cool. 
 
Q.  About how far out was that and what club did you use? 
 
LYDIA KO:  I think it was 105 to the pin and I had my pitching wedge. 
 
Q.  Okay.  Overall pretty good round for you, a handful of birdies, the eagle, the one 
bogey.  You play well here, you've won here.  How do you feel right now? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, I think I played pretty solid today.  I think I've got to work on, you know, 
trying to get a few more birdies on the par 5s, especially on a course like this where a couple 
of them could be reachable and you're coming in with wedges anyways.  Yeah, I think I only 
birdied one of the par 5s, so hopefully a little better there and then, yeah, just trying to give 
myself good opportunities.  And the course is in such a good state, so I've really got nothing 
to blame. 
 
Q.  You were playing with a power group today with Britt and with Michelle, and such 
great fans here.  What's the whole experience like for those of us who never get to be 
inside the ropes playing? 
 
LYDIA KO:  Yeah, you know, they're two of my, you know, favorite players.  You like playing 
with any player on this tour, but there are a few that kind of stand out.  So yeah, I've played 
with Britt a couple times this year, and actually this is the first time playing with Michelle in a 
little bit.  Yeah, we enjoyed it.  I think the crowds love seeing us all together and especially, 
you know, making birdies.  That just gives good vibes to everybody that's watching and I 
think they get super excited to see us here. 
 
Q.  And one last question.  Walmart just re-upped for another two years here.  What 
does it mean for you guys to have groups like Walmart and Dow and some of these 
other big groups jumping in to support the tour?  What does that mean to you as a 
player? 
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LYDIA KO:  I think it's great and, you know, this event is one of the best stops on the LPGA 
for us.  And what they do for that crowd experience, the loudest hole on tour, just everything 
with the spectators and players and player hospitality and all that, I think it's a really cool 
experience for us.  And to have such a big company like them to love women's golf, support 
women's golf, I think we're very fortunate to have not only as sponsors but partners and 
supporters.  So we have such a great time here, and for them to get super excited to see us 
back here in Arkansas is great and, you know, seeing more and more of these big 
companies and brands involved with the LPGA just means that the LPGA's getting more and 
more popular.  So yeah, we're all going in the right direction, for sure. 
  


