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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
June 20, 2018 
 
GABY LOPEZ 
 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Good morning, everyone.  We are in the media center at the 2018 
Walmart Northwest Arkansas Championship presented by P&G.  Here I have international 
star Gaby Lopez, also a Razorback, graduate class of 2016.  Thank you for joining us. 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Thank you. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Can you tell us what's it like being back where you went to school, and 
does it feel like coming back home?  
 
GABY LOPEZ:  For sure.  You know, I have a very, very special place in my heart for 
Northwest Arkansas, for Fayetteville and all the Razorback community.  Ever since I came to 
play college golf, it's been an amazing journey.  I have really good memories of just playing 
for the Razorbacks, having different wins as a team and it's just a huge honor to be able to 
represent the Razorback community and Mexico at the same time here at the LPGA 
amazing event. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  For any student-athlete, it's so important where they decide to go to 
school.  Do you remember what made you decide to go to University of Arkansas?  
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Yeah, for sure.  The first thing that actually made me commit to this 
amazing school was the coaches.  Shauna and Mike have done an amazing job recruiting 
people and girls all over the world.  They took the time to travel all the way back to Mexico 
City to meet my family, my home course, my coach, and to me, that special connection to 
create this environment as a family has been the major decision point, you know.   
 
And having this LPGA opportunity to being able to play with the best golfers in the world has 
been also a huge turning point to make a decision whether I go to school either California, 
Florida.  Arkansas was perfect, and if I would have to do that decision again, I would never 
change it. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  We had Maria come in earlier today with Dylan and she said that you 
guys have formed a really great friendship and that's one of the reasons why she actually 
decided to go to the University of Arkansas.  Can you talk about the relationship there and 
kind of what you hope to make an impact, what kind of impact -- 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Yes.  We used to work together with the same coach and, you know, it was 
really fun for me.  I'm four years older than her and just being able to talk to her about the 
process of picking schools and what to look for for a team or for a university.   
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I'm so happy that she -- she's able to change the program for the Razorbacks.  She's made 
a tremendous impact on the golf team and, you know, she's a really, really nice girl and I can 
talk anything good about her.  She's turned this upside down and I think Shauna and 
everyone has been very proud of the whole program.   
 
I think Dylan is another piece of key that has made this upside down.  Dylan has gone 
through lots of ups and downs in her life and it's very, very impressive to see how far she's 
come and I'm so happy that she could be able to qualify this week.  You know, having the 
more Razorbacks in the field, the better. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Thank you.  If you have any questions, we would like to open it up. 
 
(Question and answer in Spanish.)  
 
KRISTEN YOON:  For English speakers, would you mind briefing us in English?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Yeah, she was asking me about what are the challenges that I've had to 
overcome either in college life or professional life.   
 
Basically, I don't see it as a sacrifice, I see it more as a motivation of, you know, just making 
the right decisions and I know that the people around me are going to support me the best 
with anything I have to overcome.  So it's been, of course, hard to leave my family, my 
culture back in Mexico for a long period of time, but at the end I know that they're going to be 
there forever and, you know, just being able to have a balance in both and personal life, I 
think it's really, really important. 
 
Q.  How you compare yourself for this tournament and previous tournaments? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Good question.  I think that the Gaby right now is feeling way more 
comfortable with herself.  You know, just being able to come up here and tee it up on the 
first tee not as nervous as the first time.  Having this experience over and over again as an 
amateur, it helped me a lot to get to a point that I was comfortable with me having to play 
against the best in the world or, you know, just being able to know myself a little bit better 
under pressure.  I think that's a turning point because that experience is the only thing that's 
going to give you that confidence to get to know, okay, I made this decision in certain part 
and certain time and I can do it better.  So I think it's just kind of get to know me under 
pressure has been a key over the years at this championship. 
 
Q.  From golf to soccer, do you agree that sports unified countries?  Mexico beat 
Germany in the World Cup and now they come in Saturday against South Korea.  Is 
this a way to unify Mexico?  
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Oh, for sure.  I can't tell you how many people, I think it's about 50,000 
Mexican people at the World Cup and I think it's the country with the most people there.  It's 
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just really, really amazing how not one person but the whole country, it's unified as in one 
goal as in supporting one team event.   
 
I think it happened the same thing when Lorena was No. 1 in the world.  Everyone that is 
related for any sport or success as an individual and just representing Mexico or any country 
I think is a huge, the biggest honor I've ever experienced.   
 
So yes, having that win over Germany I know is a huge step because we haven't ever won 
against Germany.  It just tells you that the impossible can be possible.  And why not?  Why 
not tee it up on the first tee and have your week and get a win?  Why not be in contention 
every week?  Why not?  You know, I don't think it's anyone that you should be your only limit 
and getting to know yourself is going to be able to open those doors to prove everyone or 
prove yourself that the impossible can be possible. 
 
Q.  What do you think this tournament has done to help boost golf for women in NWA 
and the Arkansas women's program? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  I think this tournament has changed not only the university but the whole 
state.  You know, we don't have a professional NFL team, but we have Razorbacks, just 
professional golf.  And being able to impact little girls, little kids, you know, to chase their 
dreams.  Either it's golf, soccer, baseball, any sport I think is really, really cool to being able 
to just change the life of one little girl by giving a signed ball, you know.  And this tournament 
brings me the opportunity to reconnect and give back to the sport and to the community 
where I've been, the last six years I've been here in Arkansas. 
 
Q.  Where do you think your game is right now after having three top-25 finishes last 
month? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  I think it's a really good point.  I've been back to Mexico the last week.  I 
think it was really good to just rest, disconnect a little bit.  I think it's important.   
 
But I feel that it's moving in the right direction.  You know, trying to just be more consistent 
under contention, being under pressure, I think that's a key.  The only way you can do that is 
just getting to know what you can improve and what you have to, you know, keep working on 
because the little things are going to make the difference.  I think it's going the right direction 
and hopefully it keeps going and we'll see what happens.  
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Gaby, how often do you get to go home, and can you describe the kind of 
work that you do and involvement that you have in the community?  
 
GABY LOPEZ:  I like to go home every off week.  I'm a home girl, I love to spend time with 
my family, with my brothers, with my family.  I try to go home every -- once every three 
weeks, every four weeks and often as always in Mexico.   
 
Yeah, I like to just tighten up a little bit, but of course like ball hitting or putting a little bit, so I 
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like to get strong in the gym a little bit.  Just trying to balance a little bit every off week.  I 
think it's important to take two or three days off because you've come for four weeks.  But 
yeah, I think it's important to have this balance and not only think of golf 52 weeks of the 
year. 
 
Q.  What would it mean to win here and do you feel -- do you get more energy from 
the crowd when you play here? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  For sure, I do get more energy from the crowd.  It's really, really special 
because you know that everyone is cheering for you and they want the best for you.  So I 
guess having that feeling, it's a motivation, I don't think it's a pressure.  I think people are 
always looking to get the best out of you.   
 
And yes, I mean, getting a win here would mean the world to me not only for myself but the 
Razorback community.  You know, it's a very, very special place and no win better than at 
home.  
 
KRISTEN YOON:  You had a top-10 finish here last year.  Do you have any goals for this 
week? 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Well, not as a result goal or as a position goal, but I like to, you know, 
commit myself to every single shot the same way I did when I play my best golf.  And I think 
not letting the result influence your emotions, I think that's going to be key for me because I 
love this place, I have so many good memories.  Yeah, I think it's just trying to be okay with 
and accepting every mistake or every birdie I make.  
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Any other questions?  Well, thank you so much.  Good luck this week. 
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Thank you. 
  


