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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
June 20, 2018 
 
MARIA FASSI 
DYLAN KIM 
 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Good morning and welcome to the media center here at the 2018 
Walmart Northwest Arkansas Championship presented by P&G.  I am so excited to have 
here two special guests, Maria Fassi and Dylan Kim, seniors from the Razorback women's 
golf program.   
 
Welcome, ladies.  How's it feel being here?   
 
DYLAN KIM:  Thank you.  It feels really good to be here and to have the event at home is 
really just nice.  
 
MARIA FASSI:  It's just great to have the opportunity to play here this week and I'm just 
really excited to be here. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Can you talk about just the tremendous season you both had, you 
winning the Annika Award and just bringing the team to a sectional -- regional championship, 
can you talk about the season, how it went?    
 
MARIA FASSI:  We've had an amazing year.  It's been an amazing journey.  Since the 
beginning, we were one as a team and we're working towards great things and we achieved 
great things.  We broke records, we tied records.  I mean, it was just an outstanding season, 
so I'm really proud of what we did.   
 
And then individually, I'm just really happy with the way the season turned out for me, and 
then just to top it all off with the Annika Award, it was just an amazing recognition that I won.   
 
DYLAN KIM:  The season was a really fun ride from start to finish.  It was just really good 
getting to be with the team because we all bonded so well and I think we really enjoyed the 
year and that was really important.   
 
And then as far as individually, I played consistently and so I was happy with that, so it was 
a good year. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Dylan, you actually transferred to University of Arkansas.  Can you talk 
about just the journey and how that came about from that change? 
 
DYLAN KIM:  It was a big change and I'm very glad that I made it.  I couldn't have picked a 
better spot to be.  Like I said before, my teammates are amazing.  They're my -- they're just 
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great friends as well as teammates.   
 
And then my coaches, Shauna and Mike, are also, I have to say they're probably the best in 
the country.  They're just amazing.  And then the whole atmosphere with being at the 
University of Arkansas, it's been a great transition and I'm really happy I made that decision. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Well, we'll it open it up to any questions.  If you have a question, let us 
know, we'll bring the mic over. 
 
Q.  For both of you, just being college students and being able to participate in this 
week and this event, just how special does that make this for you guys?    
 
DYLAN KIM:  It's really special because it's, like I said, it's at home and we have the support 
of the crowd, who are always going to root for Razorbacks.   
 
I know that I get to stay at my own apartment this week, which is really nice, and then I'm 
actually going to have my teammate, Cara Gorlei, caddying for me.  As a college student, it's 
just an amazing opportunity to come out to a professional event in your college town, so I'm 
very excited.   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Yeah, I think it's a great opportunity for us to grow as golfers, specifically 
because we get to play with the best there is out here.  Just doing it at home just kind of 
takes some of the pressure out of the tournament.  The crowds are great here, they love the 
Razorbacks, just like Dylan said, and it's just going to be a really fun week and I'm really 
thankful to be here. 
 
Q.  When you talked about wanting to transfer here, is this tournament maybe 
something that, one of the reasons that you wanted to come here to Arkansas? 
 
DYLAN KIM:  It really was.  It was definitely a factor when I was transferring.  It's a very 
unique opportunity that the school -- that the program can offer.  I don't know that there's 
another opportunity like this, so it was such a special -- it was -- it just provided me such a 
special chance to get to play in an LPGA event in front of a home crowd.  So it was 
definitely, it was in my top-5 pros for coming to be a Razorback.  
 
Q.  So we know that the Razorbacks baseball team are dealing with some rain this 
week with their endeavors and you guys look like you might have to deal with some of 
that, too.  So how are you feeling about that and what do you do when rain and, you 
know, kind of nasty weather's expected?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  I think there's not much we can do about that, so the first thing I always try 
to do is just like accept the fact that we're going to have rain or accept the fact that we're 
going to have bad weather so that I'm not complaining and like with a bad attitude about it, 
so that's really important for me.  And then just staying patient if we have rain delays, and I 
always try to get loose and a good warmup before we go out there if we do go out there.  So 
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I think just staying, like, present is really important when weather's not the best for us. 
 
DYLAN KIM:  I always just like to be as prepared as I can be, so have all my umbrellas and 
rain gloves and rain gear ready with dry towels and everything like that.   
 
And like Maria said, just have the best attitude possible because it's going to be -- it will be 
tough, it will be wet and slippery, and so just having the best mindset possible when you're 
going out there and there is bad weather is, I think, the key. 
 
Q.  Obviously you guys are doing fantastic to be able to be here, win awards and 
qualifying and everything like that, but what's next for you guys after this week?    
 
MARIA FASSI:  We're actually going to be playing against each other, which is going to be 
kind of odd.  In a couple of weeks we're playing the Palmer Cup.  I'm playing for the 
international team and she's, of course, playing for the USA, so that will be fun and weird at 
the same time, but I know it's going to be a weird time.  And then I'm going to take a couple 
weeks off, going to go see my family in Argentina, and then I have the Canadian Am, the 
U.S. Am and then I'll be back in school. 
 
DYLAN KIM:  Yeah, my schedule's pretty much the same.  I do need to qualify for the U.S. 
Amateur this year, so I will be heading there as soon as the weekend's over.  Then it will be 
Palmer Cup and I am really happy that I'll get to share that experience with Maria and our 
other teammate Alana.  Then I'll do Canadian and hopefully the U.S. Amateur as well. 
 
Q.  What are your goals for this tournament?  What would you consider a success or 
a win as far as your performance this weekend?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  I personally don't like to set performance goals because they're kind of hard 
to measure because there's so many things that can go wrong even if I'm doing all the right 
stuff.  But I do want to learn as much as I can.  I want to have a positive attitude all day and 
just have fun and enjoy the opportunity that's been given to us and enjoy the crowds.  Both 
of my parents are going to be here, so I'm going to enjoy them.  I think it's just going to be a 
fun week, so I just want to take it all in and learn as much as I can from the pros. 
 
DYLAN KIM:  Just like Maria said, I think it would just be to have a lot of fun and to learn, 
just enjoy the walk with Cara this week.  I know that we're going to have a lot of laughs and 
we're going to have a good time.   
 
Yeah, I wouldn't say there are any specific concrete goals that I have in mind, but we both 
know what we're capable of doing and it's just about executing every shot the best that we 
can and playing to how we know we can do our best. 
 
Q.  Being around all these professionals in this, does that intimidate you guys at all in 
trying to play your best?   
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MARIA FASSI:  Well, it's different, for sure, than what we're used to, but I think that at the 
end of the day we're all golfers and we're all here to play golf.  So I think we just have to look 
at it like that even though it might be hard sometimes, like I don't know, hitting next to Lydia 
Ko or to Stacy Lewis.  It's going to be harder for us not to, like, be starstruck by them.  But I 
think that, you know, they're golfers, they hit good shots, they hit bad shots.  I think we have 
to look at it like that and just focus on ourselves, play like Maria Fassi golf, and then at the 
end of the day we'll see what that's going to be enough for and just, like she said, just play 
every shot, execute every shot and then just, yeah, be okay with it. 
 
DYLAN KIM:  I think we're just going to really enjoy the opportunity to get to play with all 
these professionals and get to hit next to them on the range and watch how they practice.   
 
I know that we also have -- we both have experience playing in professional events before 
and so I think any memories that you can draw on, any experiences that you've had before 
are always going to be helpful when you're looking at something that you might find a little 
intimidating.  But I think we'll be okay, I think we'll be pretty comfortable, so it will be good. 
 
Q.  Can we expect to see you guys on future LPGA tours?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Yeah, I would love to. 
 
DYLAN KIM:  I would hope so, yes. 
 
Q.  There's a lot of events going on here at the championship besides things that 
involve golf, like there's a lot of things for young girls, they're really doing a lot for 
that.  What would you say to young girls who are here looking up to you and watching 
you and the other professionals play? 
 
DYLAN KIM:  I would just say thank you, thank you for giving us your time and for coming 
out here, and to their parents for bringing them out here.  I'm so grateful to them that they 
come out here, support us and to watch us and to make us feel good.   
 
And I would also say just to have fun with it and I hope that they can have fun being out here 
during the week and that they would -- might find some interest in the game and get started.   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Yeah, and I think that my one thing is that everything's possible because 
five years ago I was one of those little girls that came and watched this tournament and now 
I have the opportunity to be playing in it.  So I think that if you set your goals and work 
towards them, you can achieve great things.  So just never give up.   
 
And like she said, I'm really thankful that they're here.  They are amazing to us.  They are 
really supportive, so I'm really thankful to have all of them here.  But yeah, just to know that 
if you work hard, if you're patient, you're going to have a pretty good shot at everything you 
want to achieve.   
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KRISTEN YOON:  I don't think we have any more questions.  Do you guys have anything 
else you would like to add?   
 
Well, Gaby Lopez and Stacy Lewis are in the field.  Have you spent a lot of time with them 
and how impactful are they in your careers?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Well, with Gaby being from Mexico, we have a pretty close relationship.  
She's one of the reasons why I came to school here, so she's always been there, she's been 
an amazing friend for me.   
 
Same thing with Stacy.  I think that she's always willing to help and she -- I don't know, she 
can just do as little as send me a congratulations text and that means the world to me and 
that's just the kind of girl she is.  I had the opportunity to have dinner with her the other night 
and we just talked about the week and she's like, just enjoy it, just have fun.  I think that 
those little things impact our life way more than they can even imagine.  
 
DYLAN KIM:  Stacy and Gaby have been so great to us as Razorbacks and their support 
really means the world.  And then yeah, sometimes Stacy will come around and she'll spend 
just a little bit of time with us and we're so grateful to have any kind of interaction with her, I 
think.   
 
MARIA FASSI:  Yeah.  
 
DYLAN KIM:  Yeah, it's really great to have them as supporters and people to look up to. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  I know it can be tough being a student-athlete and having to balance just 
classes and travel, schedules and training.  Can you talk about how supportive the program 
is and the balance that you're trying to make?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  It's not easy, I'm not going to lie.  It gets hard, especially around April or 
May when we have postseason and then finals and you want to be great in school and be 
great in golf.  But thankfully we have an amazing coach that if we need to take a day off for 
school, she'll give us that day off.  She's like, don't worry about golf.  Our game is good 
enough for where we can take a day off to focus on school and get some of that pressure 
out of our heads.  So she's really supportive in that way, where if we feel like we need to 
take some time off, she'll be more than happy to give us that.   
 
And then our academic department's amazing.  We have whatever we need.  We have 
amazing tutors, and teachers are also really supportive.  We just have to be nice, go to class 
and you're going to be fine.  I think that it's just about being disciplined and organized with 
our time.  
 
DYLAN KIM:  I would agree.  Just as Maria said, it does get difficult with the time 
management, but we have so much help behind us.  Like she said, Shauna's amazing about 
helping us out with anything outside of golf that might be stressing us out.  And then we 
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have amazing tutors and a great academic center to help us with any struggles that we 
might be having, so it's good. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Well, can you talk about the course here at Pinnacle Country Club and 
how's it going to shape up for your game and what aspect of your game do you think will be 
really important this week?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  I think it's a really good challenge.  It's not a really long golf course, but it's 
tricky.  There's some weird tee balls that you have to be careful.  So probably just hitting in 
the fairway's going to be really important so that you could be aggressive on your second 
shot. 
 
And then, I mean, kind of like always just making putts, it's going to be crucial.  The greens 
are rolling great.  They're going to pick up some speed, they're going to get firmer, but I think 
it's going to be a great week.  Hopefully with the rain we still have a good enough golf course 
to play good golf.  
 
DYLAN KIM:  I would agree.  I would say tee balls are really important out here, just putting 
yourself on a good line and good position to attack the flags.  And then the greens are 
definitely picking up speed as the week goes on, so just to be mindful of that.  I love this 
course.  It's just a really fun course to play.  I think it requires a lot of precision and so it's 
always nice to get to come out here. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Any other questions?  One last one.  What are you most excited about 
this week?   
 
MARIA FASSI:  17th hole, calling the Hogs at 17.  
 
DYLAN KIM:  I would say the same.  Just getting to play in front of the home crowd and 
having so many University of Arkansas fans out there, I think it will be really, really fun. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Well, thank you so much for being here.  Congratulations and good luck 
this week. 
  


