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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
June 19, 2018 
 
STACY LEWIS 
 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Welcome to the media center here at the 2018 Walmart Northwest 
Arkansas Championship presented by P&G.  I am so excited to have Stacy Lewis, 12-time 
LPGA winner, 2014 Walmart Championship champion, a proud Razorback and mom to be.  
A huge homecoming week for you.  First off, congratulations, Stacy.  Can you tell us a little 
bit about how you're feeling this week and all the excitement coming up?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, you know, I'm super excited to obviously be back.  Got here a 
couple days early, took last week off just because I love being up here.  You know, just 
really trying to rest my body right now.  I'm getting pretty tired and the heat makes things a 
little bit harder, but still able to hit all the shots I need to, which I'm excited about.  Obviously 
this golf course isn't our longest, which I'm excited about that, too.  I feel like it's going to 
help me be competitive and stay in the mix.  It's just a week I really love and excited to be 
back. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  You're still pretty active with your alma mater.  With you and Gaby in the 
field, and now we have Maria and Dillon, who just qualified, can you talk to us about what 
that's going to be like for the program and what you hope those girls are going to experience 
this week?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  This tournament in general's been -- it's been huge for the Arkansas 
women's golf team.  It's been such an opportunity for the girls that every year at least one 
girl's going to be in the field, and now we've got three spots in the qualifier that I think each 
of the last couple years we've had a girl get through.  So just shows the talent level that we 
have and that we're getting to come to Arkansas.  They won their first SEC Championship 
this year, which was super cool.  I watched the whole thing.  Just cool to see.   
 
It's really been 10 years in the making since I left and what Shauna, the coach, has been 
able to do, just really cool to see it and get to see it, you know, watch what these other girls 
are doing and hopefully help them get to this next level. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  You've been pretty successful here at this course specifically.  Can you 
tell us a little bit about what hole 17 is like?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  17's awesome.  It seems like every year they increase the build.  There's 
more stands this year behind the tee.  There's a bigger buildup on the left.  It's just -- and it 
just shows, I mean, I think they're able to do that because of the support we're getting from 
the fans and this community.  It seems like more people come out every year and they look 
forward to this event every year.  We surely appreciate it and it's an event that the girls love 
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coming to. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  We'll open it up for questions.  If you have a question, raise your hand 
and we'll bring a mic over. 
 
Q.  Stacy, what is your time frame playing this tournament and how many more 
events do you think that you'll play this season before you kind of shut it down? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  I'm going to play next week, KPMG's tournament, and then play two weeks 
later at the Marathon Classic and that will kind of be my last one.  We start our trek over to 
Europe and the travel just starts getting a little bit worse.   
 
Truthfully, I'm excited for a little bit of a break.  Just things have definitely gotten harder, I 
would say, over the last week or so, the heat of the summer and all that.  I'm actually 
excited.  I'm looking forward to the break and being able to decorate the baby's room and do 
all that kind of stuff and to be a mom, just super excited. 
 
Q.  I think I read where early November is when you're due.  Do you know a due date?  
And then just if you could, you talked about being tired, but how has it affected your 
play being pregnant, especially in the last few months?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  The due date's November 3rd.  Worked out according to plan.  Play-wise, it 
honestly hasn't affected too much.  Probably not hitting the driver as far, but the irons are 
definitely still going the same distance.  You know, there's quite a few holes on this golf 
course where you're not hitting driver anyway, so that's why I'm excited about this week 
because I feel like I can still be pretty competitive, where at the U.S. Open a couple weeks 
ago, that was a lot of golf course for me and just the way I felt.  But it's really just managing 
energy more than anything.  Taking a few more naps and resting a little bit more.  Other than 
that, the game's been pretty good. 
 
Q.  Stacy, just how instrumental were you in the recommendation of Hunter Yurachek 
to be Arkansas' athletic director? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  You know, that was a really cool experience for me.  I was -- I was 
surprised to get the call.  Julie actually called me and asked me to be a part of the 
committee and to be a voice for the female Razorbacks and to be a voice to make sure that 
the females were heard from and that a lot of people focused on football and basketball and 
baseball.  Kind of I was just able to be the voice of -- for the females. 
 
You know, we had calls, we were on the committee, and honestly, I found out that Hunter's 
going to be hired through my husband, because he got a message from Hunter saying he 
was leaving before actually I heard from our committee.  The chancellor really at the end, he 
made the call.  We gave our opinions, we told him what we thought we needed and he made 
the call from there. 
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Q.  What kind of input did you have? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  You know, a lot of it -- names were thrown out, but a lot of it was more 
what type of person do we need.  You know, what are kind of the qualifications.  Do you 
want a business person, is it a coach?  That's what we talked about was just the type of 
person more than names specifically.   
 
Truthfully, we had -- I don't know exactly who, but I know a lot of people said no just 
because of the way things went down with Jeff leaving.  We were in a position where we 
were having -- you know, kind of going down lists instead of maybe our first choice. 
 
It was interesting.  It was interesting to be behind the scenes and know actually what was 
going on versus what was being reported in the media and things like that. 
 
Q.  What does this tournament mean not only for Northwest Arkansas but for the 
Arkansas women's golf program? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  I mean, this tournament, for this area specifically, I mean, we've raised so 
much money over the last, gosh, I think it's been 12 years now.  This tournament raised so 
much money for this area and just the support that we get.  I mean, it's one of the biggest 
events that comes to town and it's important for our tour as well.   
 
And for the Razorbacks, there's no other college program that has what these girls get to do.  
One, to have it right in their backyard where they can come and watch and see what it takes 
to be the best, but then to have really a great opportunity and a great chance to compete 
against the best.  I know for me it was huge just to see where my game kind of stacked up.  
We're just -- we're getting some pretty talented girls coming in now.  Dillon's a great player.  
Maria's going to be unbelievable.  Once she figures it out how to manage things a little bit 
better, Maria's going to be really good and I'm excited to see what she's going to do in the 
next couple years. 
 
Q.  You always have quite a following no matter what tournament you're playing at, 
but here in particular you're probably going to be the most followed golfer out on the 
course.  What's that like? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  It's awesome.  I remember the first couple years we came to this 
tournament, the girls were kind of giving me a hard time because they could tell wherever I 
was; whatever hole I was on, they could tell where I was on the golf course.  It's just cool 
because we never have that.   
 
You know, there's hometowns and there's things like that, but just the way the fans here 
support Razorbacks and former Razorbacks, there's nothing else like it and it's so cool for 
me.  It's a homecoming, it's a week that I can really relax and enjoy because there's not a 
whole lot of work I have to do on the golf course and just, you know, I just love being here.  I 
wish I could live here, but I just love this week of getting to come back. 
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Q.  Stacy, do you have a definitive plan for coming back, for your return post 
pregnancy, or are you just going to kind of listen to your body?  What's that process 
like? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  A lot of it's going to be see as we go.  I definitely want to play, I know that.  
How soon, I'm not exactly sure.  I'll be eligible for a tournament we'll have in January that I 
would like to try to play in, but definitely won't go to Asia just with a three-month-old, I don't 
think that would be smart.  We'll be a traveling circus, so I just have to figure it out as I go.  I 
don't know how my body's going to feel after.  This whole process, these last few months is 
just kind of see how you feel every week.  You ask -- I talked to Karen Stupples and Juli.  
Every experience sounds different, so just kind of see as we go.  
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Any other questions?  Well, Walmart actually just announced a two-year 
title extension, so can we at least expect you to be back then?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Oh, for sure.  I was -- fortunately I was able to kind of plan this out that 
really just kind of missed the end of the season.  I really only miss half of a year instead of a 
full year with the way it worked out.  I wouldn't miss this tournament.  You know, Walmart 
and P&G, P&G was from the start and then Walmart came in.  It's just been, their support, I 
mean it's unbelievable.  I know that they're able to do a lot around this tournament as far as 
raising money and doing different initiatives and different programs.  It's become, I think, as 
important for them as it is for our tour, so I hope that we continue past even two years. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  I know we don't know the gender of your baby yet. 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Saturday. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  So do you have any feelings about what it might be? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  I've had girl in my head all along.  I don't know if that's motherly instinct or 
what it is, but girl's been in my head from the get-go, so we'll see.    
 
KRISTEN YOON:  We'll find out on Saturday. 
 
STACY LEWIS:  That's right. 
 
KRISTEN YOON:  Any other questions?  Well, thank you so much, Stacy, and good luck 
this week. 
  


