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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
June 17, 2018 
 
SO YEON RYU 
 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  It's my pleasure to welcome in So Yeon Ryo, the 2018 Meijer LPGA 
Classic for Simply Give champion.  So Yeon, this is your sixth career LPGA victory.  What 
stands out in this one?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, if I look back on my season, I wasn't really satisfied with it and I've 
been really, really struggle, I had a lot of crazy moment.  I had some good round, I had some 
really bad round, so I couldn't even really finish top-10 much compared to any other season.  
So all those reasons just drove me crazy.   
 
Then I've been working really hard with my coach and my psychologist, trainer, whole my 
team, and then finally I was able to find the last piece to everything putting together, so it's 
really, really meaningful to me.   
 
And then after I shot 8 under on Thursday, I just promised myself if I'm going to win the 
tournament, I want to donate some money to Simply Give and I'm really happy to I can keep 
my promise. 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  What is your plan to donate with Simply Give and what does that 
charity aspect of this tournament mean to you?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, I really like I play with the president of Meijer and then we just spoke 
about the whole charity thing and I feel Meijer's engaged with this Grand Rapids community 
and all this area's community.  It's really cool I can help someone else through the golf 
tournament.   
 
So even though without my, like, effort, I kind of just really easy to find a foundation to help 
someone out, so I'm really happy to my talent can give something back to the community. 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  Today on the golf course several other players were making a charge 
up the leaderboard kind of chasing you.  Were you aware of that or were you watching the 
leaderboard at all today?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Incredibly, I was really calm today.  Of course I prayed like thousand times, 
but I was really calm.  I was able to focus on my game instead of think about other players.  
And then.  
 
I think my caddie really tried to help me out to relax, like he just keep talking about ordinary 
thing and then I think that really helped me.   
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Also, I just keep talking myself to just trust yourself, like I know I'm a great player, I know I 
can handle all the tough situations and I've got this and then I made it. 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  What was the highlight of your round today?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  I would say 17.  Without that birdie, maybe my last hole was been playing 
a little tough.  I thought I hit a great tee shot, but it went a bit more left than expected and 
then the ball ended up finish at the quite tough area.  I actually didn't know how many shot 
I'm leading for, but after I hit the second shot on the putting green, I was able to see the 
leaderboard and then I found that I was two shot leading the tournament.  So that birdie putt 
was a bit more relaxed. 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  What do you think this win's going to do for your confidence the rest of 
the season, especially with three majors coming up?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, like you said, I'm going to play tournament next week, Walmart in 
Arkansas, and I'm going to play the KPMG PGA Championship and that's going to be our 
third major event.  I haven't played well at the major event this year yet, so hopefully this win 
going to give me extra confidence to focus on major tournament. 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  You had a new caddie on the bag this year, this is your first win with 
him on the bag.  How special is that and what's your relationship with him been like?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  I've known him since I joined the tour.  He caddied for Karrie Webb for like 
15 years and then Karrie was one of my idols so I was able to get along with Michael even 
before he caddied for me.  And then my previous caddie just wanted to stay at home so we 
just been apart, and then I was lucky to have Michael because Suzann was pregnant so she 
couldn't really play anymore.   
 
Then, because he's such an experienced caddie, he caddied for Karrie for a long time and 
he's been in contention many, many times, so I'm very lucky to have him.  Like he's really, 
really helpful on the golf course.  He knows how to make me really relaxed and he knows all 
sort of history about the LPGA as well, so it's so much fun to have him on my bag. 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  We'll open it up for questions. 
 
Q.  Congratulations. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  Yes.  I think you had a bogey on the 11th hole, I believe that was your first one 
since Thursday.  You obviously were very resilient.  Can you talk a little bit about your 
mindset after you got that bogey as you continued forward? 
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SO YEON RYU:  Well, actually, when I made the bogey at 11 I was quite upset because it's 
par 5 and then I thought I was able to make a birdie instead of bogey, but I was able to make 
a birdie at 12 so I just make up pretty fast. 
 
I think that birdie really helped me out to forget about that bogey.  Like I tried not to think 
about that bad shot.  I think that's the key.  When you're playing golf, sometimes you hit 
great shot, but because you're a human being, sometimes you hit bad shot.  But it's really a 
matter of how quickly you forget about the bad shot because if you think about it, it's not 
going to have a good effect to your future. 
 
Q.  I think you had only played in this event one time two years ago and not last year.  
What went into the decision to put this event back on your schedule? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  I was going to play last year, but I was like really sick so I couldn't play, 
that's why I pulled out.  And then I missed the first Meijer event in 2014, I believe, and then I 
had a sponsor event in Korea so I couldn't play.  Since I played this tournament I always 
wanted to come.  This is such a nice area, I love this area, I love this golf course.  Also, it's 
really cool to see when we played a tournament, obviously a lot of people just in kayaks just 
going across the river is really cool to see it.  Well, after today, it's definitely going to be my 
favorite stop. 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  After you won Co-Rolex Player of the Year last year, were you feeling 
a bit of pressure leading into this season?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yes, for sure, but I think it's just more about myself, it's not just from 
outside.  I just expectation level by myself is way too high.  Like I just wanted to be perfect all 
the time, but as I said, because we're a human being, we cannot really do it.   
 
Thing is, like when it's not perfect, I just need to let it go but I just couldn't let it go.  I just was 
like why I couldn't finish top-10, why I couldn't win a tournament, so that made me really 
crazy.   
 
But I was lucky to have a lot of great people around me and that helped me out a lot.  And 
then especially all the LPGA players, like, you know, we are competing each other on the 
golf course but at the same time we're the only one know how it feeling, you know, on the 
golf course and then being a professional golfer, so we really help each other a lot.  Like we 
just talk about how tough, we talk about how we're going to improve this.  I am so lucky to 
have so many great people around me. 
 
Q.  Yesterday you said you were surprised that the leaders were at 18 under, you 
thought it might be 15 under.  How surprised are you that you're finishing at 21 
under? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, actually, I didn't even realize I shot 5 under today.  I was like so 
focused on each shot, I couldn't really see anything.  Then I actually tried to avoid to look at 
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the leaderboard.  I just don't want to compare it to other players, I really wanted to play my 
game.  Sometimes it's really good to check what's going on because you can decide if 
you're going to play aggressive or you're going to play little, just little more like safety.  But I 
think today I just -- I was in my zone.  I think I knew I can handle this, I knew I could win the 
tournament, and then ended up I shot 5 under. 
 
Q.  Your first round was your best round.  You mentioned sometimes it's good not to 
look at the leaderboard, but after two rounds you were on top.  Does your game 
change at all when you're out front versus when you're trying to catch somebody? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  I don't think so.  I think it's just more about I've been struggling with my 
putting so much this year, and then because of that I've been working hard with my coach 
and with my psychologist.  And then especially with my psychologist, we just try to make like 
everything simple, just focus on routine and then just stick to the routine no matter what.  I 
think that was a really key point to -- I mean, that was really helpful to shot -- make many 
birdies last four days.  And then sometimes, I mean, it really depends on how I feeling.  
Sometimes I love to be lead a tournament, sometime I just love to chasing the leader.  I 
cannot pick only one.  It's just really different feeling, but just I said, somehow I was really 
calm today and then I got a lot of confidence, then I knew I was able to catch the leader. 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  So Yeon, UL International Crown's coming up in your home country of 
Korea.  How much are you looking forward to that, especially with a win here you've most 
likely secured your spot on the team?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Actually, the UL International Crown was definitely make me motivated to 
play well, at the same time definitely gave me extra pressure.  Like I don't want to miss that, 
I really want to play, but if I play bad, you know, I'm going to miss the spot because so many 
great Korean players out there.   
 
But I kind of feel relief right now.  And well, it's definitely going to be tough for Team Korea 
because it's going to be our home country.  Women's golf is really, really famous in Korea, 
we going to have a lot of pressure on there.  But we're a strong team and we know how to 
handle the pressure, so hopefully Team Korea can hold the crown this year and hopefully 
I'm going to be one of the team members. 
 
BRIANNA WIGLEY:  Any other questions for our champion?  All right.  Congratulations, So 
Yeon.  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you. 
  


