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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 14, 2018 
 
SO YEON RYU  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  Great round of golf today, 8 under, and I think everything was really clicking for 
you in terms of your ball striking.  What really were you working on in your week off 
to make that happen? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, actually if I looked at my whole season, it was really better at putting.  
When I have a really good round, putting was work, and when I've bad round, putting wasn't 
work.  I think long game has been really consistent, and then I've been working really hard 
with my coach and we've been really focused on speed control on the green and then it 
finally paid off today. 
 
Q.  Was there anything in particular with that speed control that he made you focus 
on more with that practice? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, it's the obvious answer but just focus on line and just focus on 
starting straight and then speed.  I actually realized I actually, when I read a break, I just 
read a little left and I just like smash it, so right now I'm just adjusted a little bit, read the line 
a little bit higher. 
 
Q.  You've had some top-10s here in the past.  Do you think this first round of 8 under 
is going to give you a better chance to win this week?    
 
SO YEON RYU:  I hope so.  You know, like to be honest, if I talk about this season, I'm not 
really fully satisfied with it.  So hopefully this week it's going to start playing really well and 
hopefully I can win this tournament. 
 
Q.  So Yeon, bogey-free round today, you hit every single green and you're 8 under 
par.  What was the key to your round today? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, I think it was definitely putting, like if I look back whole season, it was 
really a matter of putting.  Like when I have a really good -- when I had a good round putting 
was work, when I had a bad round putting wasn't work.  So I've been focused on putting 
practice a lot and it finally paid off today. 
 
Q.  Have you been waiting for a round like this to start a tournament all year? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  For sure.  Well, I think it's more about the putting instead of score.  
Obviously when you're putting really well you have a chance for a really low round, but I just 
really wanted to have like confidence on the putting green.  Like I don't think I have enough 
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confidence on the putting green, that's why I always struggle.  So from now on hopefully I 
can get fully confident when I'm putting. 
 
Q.  You've had a couple good results here.  What do you like about this golf course? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, actually the rough is quite thick so you have to hit a really great tee 
shot, and then greens quite firm so you have to hit a good iron shot.  So obviously this golf 
course require everything to make sure to playing well.  So I like challenging golf course and 
for sure this golf course is challenging, even after I shot 8 under. 
 
Q.  You hit 18 greens and putting's the key? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, because I've been hitting iron shot pretty great for whole season 
and then like I started to struggle with the putting and then lost a feel a little bit with the 
swing as well.  So good putting stroke, good putting just make me feel more comfortable to 
hitting iron shot as well. 
 
Q.  Could you ask for a better day for scoring? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  If I can do like this for next three days, I think it's possible. 
 
Q.  You mentioned your confidence.  When you can birdie five of your first eight and 
you feel yourself getting into that zone, what does that do for your confidence? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, like actually, to be honest, maybe first few holes I wasn't happy with 
my swing.  Well, even with kind of okay, I wasn't really happy with my contact.  Then after I 
made like a few birdies at the beginning of the round and then I was okay, at least I'm 
scoring great, so no matter what kind of contact I have I still can play well.  And then that 
positive attitude make me hitting better and better, so I feel like on the back nine I had more 
opportunity to make a birdie and I missed quite a lot. 
  


