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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
June 10, 2018 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  At the beginning of the week you talked about how much you would like to win 
here.  Despite the result, what is your biggest takeaway from this week for you? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I really enjoy this golf course.  I think that it shows to me if you play 
well, you can shoot a round like I shot today, 5 under, and if you don't, you're going to 
struggle and shoot 3 or 4 over, like I did yesterday.  It's just a great, fair test of golf.  I really 
enjoy it here and enjoy the challenge at TPC Southwind.  For me, it helps me identify a few 
things that I need to work on.  My short game wasn't as sharp as I need it to be, I'll go work 
on that starting tomorrow and spend a little time putting and getting adjusted to next week's 
Open course.  Obviously I would love to have come out with a win, but these last couple 
weeks give me a little bit of momentum heading into next week. 
 
Q.  How important from a mental standpoint is a quality round of golf on Sunday 
before you go to the U.S. Open? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It certainly helps, you don't want to go in there limping, but I feel good 
with the parts of my game and I just need to put it all together and play some of my best golf 
for four days. 
 
Q.  Phil, what were you thinking about on the 9th hole? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was the first time on the -- I didn't really putt well the front nine and it 
was the first time on the front nine I felt like I was going to make it, so even though it rang, I 
wasn't going to stop.  I just stroked it and it went in.  It worked out. 
 
Q.  Phil, what was the balance for you today between being conservative and maybe 
taking some chances? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I hit a lot of good shots the front nine and I missed a couple four-, 
five-footers there that I really, even though I shot 3 under, I could have easily been 5 or 6 
and I just didn't quite get it going because I didn't feel comfortable on the greens.  Then it 
clicked right around 7, 8 and I started to feel good with the putter, but I wasn't hitting it close 
enough.  So I didn't quite put it all together, but I played a good solid round. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the things you're going to work on about your game.  How quick 
will the transition be between a golf course like this and then Shinnecock Hills? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Totally different grasses, different temperatures.  The wind affects the 
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ball totally different when you get a cooler, thicker, heavy air like that, so there will be more 
adjustment for stuff like that.  But for the most part we do this week in and week out, so it's 
not that big a deal, we see all the different conditions.  And the grasses in New York, I'm 
used to those poa annua greens and so forth.  I've been spending some time up there, too.  
It's a great place. 
 
Q.  As this event changes into a World Golf Championship next year, just how excited 
are you for the next chapter at TPC Southwind? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm really happy for the community here because FedEx has done a lot 
for the PGA TOUR and it's done a lot for Memphis and they've really brought us both 
together.  With this WGC and the season-ending race culminating essentially here for the 
season-ending payout, which is a new thing next year, it's exciting that we get to do it right 
here in FedEx's backyard and really bring both the community and the PGA TOUR together. 
  


