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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
June 10, 2018 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON  ( -19) 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  We will go ahead and get started.  Welcome the 2012 and now 2018 FedEx 
St. Jude Classic champion, Dustin Johnson.  Congratulations, your second win here at TPC 
Southwind, your 18th career PGA TOUR win.  With the win you move to second in the 
FedExCup standings and of course back to No. 1 in the world.   
 
I know all week long that when you've been asked about that, you've said that you're just 
here to win golf tournaments and the wins take care of themselves and you pretty much 
backed that up in dramatic fashion today.   
 
So with that, just a few comments on your win here. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, obviously to finish the way I did was really cool to hole it out on 
the last hole.  But yeah, I mean, I knew coming into the week I was playing really well and 
it's a golf course that I've had success at, so I liked my chances a lot coming into this week.  
I played really well all four rounds.  Today got off to a little bit of a slow start, but really felt 
like I played well coming down the stretch on the back nine and kind of pulled away a little bit 
from the rest of the guys. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  What was your intention with -- I don't imagine you were intending to hole it 
out on the 72nd hole.  What was your intention with that approach shot?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Obviously I had a four-shot lead, I think, going into the last hole so my 
tee shot I was kind of just -- I was just trying to hit it down the right side right where I hit it.  
And then on the second shot I had a pretty good number, 9-iron, I think we had 60 
something, 60 front, 70 hole and it was in the first cut there so I knew it was a perfect club if 
it came out right.  If it jumped, then it was just going to go long, which is where I thought the 
best place to miss it was.  I hit it and it came out really well and it was just tracking the whole 
way and it was kind of a bonus for it to go in. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Okay.  With that, we'll open it up and take a few questions. 
 
Q.  Dustin, have you ever won an event at any level where you hit a shot like that to 
finish? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I have not.  I have had someone beat me doing that, though.  It was 
back in junior golf, it was actually Kevin Kisner holed -- he actually skulled it, too.  It hit the 
flag and went in and beat me by a shot.  But no, I've never done that. 
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Q.  You didn't react much after you holed that, but what was going through your mind 
as it's sailing through the air?  Did you think it was going to go in like that?  Take us 
through just that whole process of watching it sail through the air and hearing the 
cheers.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Obviously I knew it was on a good line and I was just, you know, 
telling it to be the right distance.  Did I ever think it was going?  No.  And then even I couldn't 
really see, I couldn't see it go in just the way it was bright, the sun, couldn't really see the 
ball.  So I knew it was good by the cheers, but I didn't know it actually went in until probably 
maybe 10 seconds later so that's probably why my reaction was a little -- 
 
Q.  You shrugged your shoulders like, what's going on? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, well, because I didn't really know.  I knew it was a really good 
shot.  By the reaction from the crowd, I thought it might have gone in, but I couldn't see it so 
it was kind of tough.  What a cool way to end. 
 
Q.  Dustin, the 12th hole, the one that you make par on, how big of a putt was that for 
you in terms of how to keep Andrew at bay, not give any of the momentum back, and 
of course you make birdie on the next one, how big was that putt for you in the grand 
scheme of things? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it was huge and I knew it, that was a big putt.  That kind of gave 
me the boost I needed to finish out the round.  Sometimes those par putts are just as big if 
not bigger than the birdie putts, kind of gave me that extra boost I needed to finish the 
round.  From there on out I guess it gave me a little bit more confidence and from there on 
out I felt like I hit a lot of great shots and took care of business. 
 
Q.  You go back to No. 1.  You talked about having the confidence in your game this 
week.  Does it give you any more knowing that you're going to be No. 1 now going 
into next week? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, more of my game.  I mean, winning this week I think is a bigger 
confidence booster than being No. 1 in the world.  For me, playing the way I did all week, 
playing the way I did today knowing everything that was on the line gives me a lot of 
confidence going into next week.  I think it was a big win, it was a big statement by myself 
and I'm proud of the way I played, the way I handled it. 
 
Q.  You mentioned earlier in the week you came back to play some competitive 
rounds, practice rounds to get you tuned up for next week and obviously it worked 
out for you.  How do you feel your game as a whole is heading into Shinnecock? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I think it was a very good decision for me to come here and play and 
keep my game really sharp.  I knew I was playing well coming into it, coming into here.  I had 
a pretty good week last week.  I struggled with the putter the last maybe three or four 
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tournaments; Augusta, Hilton Head, THE PLAYERS and Memorial.  That was where I felt 
like I struggled quite a bit.   
 
To come here and to play the way I did, I felt like I putted better this week but I really hit the 
ball well, so that definitely gives me a lot of confidence going into a U.S. Open because 
you've got to drive it well, you've got to control your distance well, and you've got to hit really 
quality golf shots at a U.S. Open, so I'm really looking forward to next week. 
 
Q.  Nobody has won yet the week before the Open and gone and won the U.S. Open.  
Is that maybe one of the good things that it's going to happen sometime and the way 
you're playing it might as well be you? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Why not?  Why not be the first one to do it?  I don't know.  I don't 
know why it hasn't happened, but U.S. Open, it's a tough place to go win.  I did win in 2016, 
so I know what it takes.  I'm going to have to play a lot like I did this week if I want to win 
next week. 
 
Q.  I was wondering what do you think about the shot clock?  Do you think the PGA 
should bring it? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Wouldn't bother me one bit.  I liked it.  They played -- I think I read 
something where they played like 50 minutes faster like the average, like just under 4 hours 
and 10 minutes in threesomes.  That's how we should be playing, but unfortunately it takes 
us five hours to play golf with three pros in a group of three.  That's a little long.  I like the 
shot clock. 
 
Q.  As far as degree of difficulty, how tough was that shot on 16 from the pine straw, 
and are you planning on going straight from here to Shinnecock? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I am.  As soon as I get done with this interview, I'm heading to the 
airport and going to Shinnecock. 
 
And then 16, it wasn't an easy shot, but I had a little bit of a window and then there was a 
tree probably another 60 yards up that I needed to cut it around.  But obviously I hit a very 
quality golf shot to leave it right where I did and made a great up-and-down there for birdie 
on 16. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Well, Dustin, congratulations and thanks for your time. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Thank you. 
  


