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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
June 9, 2018 
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Saturday is moving day, 65 will do it.  
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yes, sir.  It was fun out there.  Got the putter going on the front 
and kind of had to hang on a couple holes there on the back but pretty solid round. 
 
Q.  You bounced back from the 73 after day one.  Was there something consciously 
you changed swing-wise, anything? 
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  It was.  Not to get too into detail, but I was kind of spinning out a 
little bit with my hips, which is usually the opposite of my problem, but I was kind of pulling 
some shots.  I've been getting ahead of it and covering it a little better and that's been the 
difference.  The putter was even good on Thursday.  I was hitting it just so poor I was able to 
scramble it with the putter.  Yeah, not too big of a difference, just kind of got it going. 
 
Q.  You've had success here before, playing in front of family and friends.  Is there 
pressure, no pressure, fun? 
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  I think it goes both ways, I think there's a little pressure.  You 
want to do well for the hometown crowd, but at the same time support's always good.  Been 
watching the basketball games lately, the hometown crowd always helps them play better.  
So I think there's a little bit of both, but it's definitely a good thing. 
 
Q.  You were hot on the front nine.  How did you feel overall? 
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Played good.  Everything throughout the bag was really solid 
and the putter was really hot today, maybe hotter than it was the other few, but I was pretty 
happy with the way everything came around. 
 
Q.  Is it harder on the back nine course-wise? 
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Maybe a little bit.  The back nine just requires a little bit more 
precision in spots.  It might actually be shorter than the front, but you've got to put it in the 
right position.  A couple loose shots will really penalize you back there.  
 
Q.  How do you feel going into tomorrow?  
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Feeling good.  You know, similar spot that I was last year, 
actually a couple shots better, so I'm looking forward to getting out there tomorrow and doing 
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something similar to today.  I need to get hot on the front and get around the lead again. 
 
Q.  You mentioned similar to last year.  Were you thinking last night like, I'm in the 
exact same spot I was a year ago? 
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, I was trying to -- I mean, I did exactly what my goal was 
today.  I was trying to go out there and play a good front nine and kind of get myself into it 
early so I could go on the back and not have to force the issue on some of those shots, but 
overall I'm very pleased with how today went. 
 
Q.  Is it a situation right now though, Braden, where is it the comfort here or is it just 
the comfort of your game, because this place, it just seems that even if there's a slow 
start, you have the confidence in yourself that Saturday and Sunday you can work 
your way up? 
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, I think being somewhere I've played before a lot of golf, I 
think that helps, but I think it's more I have a lot of confidence in my ability and my game.  I 
think that when I do get off to a little bit of a slow start, I'm confident I can get it back. 
 
Q.  How do you block out the fact that you're playing against the world's best because 
you're a young man that knows that that's where you're going to end up, but right 
now you're supposed to be this college guy who's dominating college golf, who's 
playing really, really well for the second straight year against the best of the best?  
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, I think that's how you have to think of yourself, as the 
best of the best, and that's what I do.  When I got here I don't think I'm any lesser than any 
of the guys I'm playing with and I just really enjoy the competition out here to know when I 
play well, there's other guys playing well and just let the best man win. 
 
Q.  You and Matt, your caddie, sounds like you guys just kind of met a few days ago.  
What's that chemistry like so far? 
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, it's really good.  He caddied for me at the U.S. Open 
qualifier the other day, 36 holes, and we did really well there.  So I'm liking how everything's 
going. 
 
Q.  Were you definitely going to have him at this tournament or was it like, I did well at 
the qualifier, I've got to keep him? 
 
BRADEN THORNBERRY:  No, it was actually this tournament was what he was going to do 
and then might as well bring him early and do the U.S. Open qualifier, a little practice run for 
this. 
 
Q.  What do you ask him about throughout the round?  How much do you lean on him 
and yourself as well? 
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BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Tee to green, I know we talk about numbers and wind and stuff 
like that.  Once I get on the green, I'm such a feel player it's hard to really talk to people 
about certain lines and speeds because I'll see this one a little different than the next.  Once 
I get on the green I'm kind of doing it all myself, but tee to green he's been a huge help with 
a wind gust here that's usually not there and stuff like that.  He's been great. 
  


