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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
June 9, 2018 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON  ( -15) 
 
 
Q.  I really thought you played the back nine really well, gave yourself a lot of 
opportunities, but other than a couple errant shots, really played solid today.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, I thought I played really well.  The only two really bad 
shots, I hit two bad drives on both the par 5s, I just kind of pulled both of them, that was it.  
Other than that, I'm really swinging my irons well, I hit those really great.  I felt like I 
controlled the distance very well, hit it close a lot of times out there today to some tough 
flags.  But I got a lot of confidence in the golf swing right now, I feel good, especially if I can 
get it in the fairway, which I felt like I drove it in the fairway a pretty good bit today.  So if I'm 
in the fairway, I'll attack the flags, I'm swinging really well. 
 
Q.  We talked earlier in the week about the lines on your putts, I thought today the 
pace, the lines were really good.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It was, yeah.  I felt like I rolled it well, had good lines.  I'm seeing the 
break pretty well, and the couple of short ones I missed, I missed a few short ones on the 
front for birdie and then a couple on the back, but I hit good putts, just pace was just a 
fraction off, a fraction too hard, kind of burned the high side of the hole.  You know, I'm real 
comfortable on the greens and I'm definitely comfortable with the golf swing. 
 
Q.  How much has the pace of the greens changed since Thursday? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  They've definitely gotten a little faster for sure since Thursday.  Today 
I thought the pace on the greens was very good.  
 
Q.  Dustin Johnson, tied for the lead at 15 under.  Dustin, today a clean card except 
for a bogey on 9.  Mentally, how did you shake that bogey off to play that back nine 
and get four birdies? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I knew I was swinging well.  You know, even 9 wasn't -- you know, it 
was just -- I left myself with a tough chip and just didn't hit it quite hard enough.  But I knew I 
was swinging well, I knew going to the back nine I was going to give myself a lot of 
opportunities, so I didn't get frustrated.  It's pretty easy to make a bogey out here, especially 
if you get out of position, which I did off the tee.  Yeah, on the back nine I just knew I needed 
to hit fairways and if I could hit the fairways I was going to give myself a good look at birdie. 
 
Q.  You're currently tied for the lead with Andrew Putnam.  How aware, if at all, were 
you of the way that Andrew was pushing you on the leaderboard today? 
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DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, there's quite a few leaderboards out there, you can kind of 
see.  I knew I was either tied or one ahead or one back, I knew it was close.  You know, it's 
Saturday, still got 18 holes of golf left and I was just trying to make as many as I could 
coming in to shoot the best score. 
 
Q.  Priority, of course, always winning.  Icing on the cake if you do win is you regain 
that world No. 1 ranking.  How much is that in the back of your thoughts this week? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, kind of takes care of itself.  Tomorrow I'm going to go out and 
just stick to my game plan, make good shots and obviously win the golf tournament, and 
then it's a little bit of a bonus to go back to No. 1. 
 
Q.  (Question about Andrew Putnam.)   
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, don't know him too well, but obviously he's playing really well right 
now. 
 
Q.  Did you feel like you had anywhere close to your best stuff today?  It felt like at 
times early on giving up a couple tee shots that went right? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I felt like I played really well today.  Yeah, I hit a couple bad drives, but 
out here it's pretty easy to do, these fairways are narrow.  But I was able to get it back in 
play and made a really good par on 3 there and then pulled it a little left on 16, which ended 
up being fine and still ended up making birdie.  That was really only the two bad drives I hit.   
 
I pushed my 3-iron a little bit on 9 and got it in the right rough there, which is tough.  That 
was the only bogey I made.  But other than that, I felt like I've hit a lot of fairways, I've hit a 
lot of really good shots, had a lot of good looks at birdie. 
 
Q.  We've talked this week about how much you just want to win.  How good does it 
feel to be in this position now? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I'm in a great position going into tomorrow.  I can kind of control 
my own destiny.  If I go out and play really good golf, probably going to win.  If I don't, I'm 
sure Andrew's going to beat me, he's playing really good right now.  It's pretty simple. 
 
Q.  Do you think it might turn into a shootout type thing? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I have no idea.  I'm going to go out and try to shoot as low as I can. 
 
Q.  Got to be good for your confidence, right, the way you're playing going into next 
week? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I've got a lot of confidence in the golf game right now.  I feel like 
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I'm swinging really well, I've got a lot of control of my golf ball and that's what you're looking 
for going into any week, but yeah, especially going into tomorrow and then obviously next 
week. 
  


