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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
June 9, 2018 
 
STEWART CINK  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Confidence, it's really confidence making a hole-in-one, putting yourself in the 
mix, Stewart Cink, heading into Sunday.  We're going to take a look immediately at 
this ace and you know you're that good when you can't remember the last time you 
had one because you've had so many.  This is your fifth, with the last one coming at 
the Valspar 2012.  
 
STEWART CINK:  Yeah.  Statistically, you feel like you should make those all the time 
especially when you play out here, but they don't come around very often.  This was 
143-yard, perfect number for a pitching wedge, slightly against the wind and it was pretty 
much coming down the pike as soon as it left the club. 
 
Q.  What's great, though, is to be able to continue that momentum for the rest of your 
round.  Sometimes that can be prove to be a little bit of a distraction.  For you, what's 
been going on so well this week as you look for your first top-10 since this event last 
year? 
 
STEWART CINK:  This week I really haven't driven it that well and that's usually a key here.  
Normally you have to drive it really well to succeed here.  But my iron shots have been good 
when I'm in the fairway and I've managed myself out of the rough really, really well.  When 
I've missed greens, I put it in places where I could get the ball pretty close and I just kind 
of -- it all came together this week as part of (inaudible) being in the present and I did a good 
job today.   
 
You're right about the hole-in-one, it can be a little bit of a shock when it happens and 
suddenly you find yourself right up there in the mix and you've got to reset yourself, but I did 
a really good job the rest of the way and I'm proud of that and I look forward to tomorrow. 
 
Q.  You're a six-time winner on the PGA TOUR, you know how to get it done.  What 
does it mean, what would it mean for you to be able to win here though with the St. 
Jude connections and all the amazing work that they do? 
 
STEWART CINK:  St. Jude's amazing.  I was thinking about this yesterday, it's one of few 
tournaments that I can think where there's actually the charity name in the tournament 
name.  That just tells you how much they're committed to St. Jude and what they do there.  
It's really, it actually hits home quite a bit for us what the families go through, but it would 
mean everything.  This is also the host tournament to where I grew up in Florence, Alabama, 
so I've got a lot of my homies, it's cool to see the familiar faces from the past and the 
present.  
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Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
STEWART CINK:  First of all, missing the cut at Memorial really kind of irks me because it's 
one of my bread and butter tournaments.  I love playing there and it's a course that I feel like 
I have the correct type of game to suit that course.  So not taking advantage of that and 
throwing that week away really was upsetting and it caused me to dig deep.   
 
I did make a couple changes on the iron game.  In the full swing I kind of just recommitted to 
a swing thought that I've used in the past that I had gotten away from.  On the putting I made 
a slight little tweak that just fractionally opened up a little bit of confidence.  That's the way it 
works in this game. 
 
Q.  Two years in a row where you had a great third round here.  What really kind of 
came together for you? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Well, I felt a lot of similar feelings to the first couple days, but I put my 
ball a little bit more in position to be aggressive off the tee today so it just opened up the 
holes.  That's the biggest key really to TPC Southwind is keeping it in play off the tee, and 
when you get off of the fairway you've got to really manage your second shots out of this 
rough because it's not easy to do.  I've done a good job with my management of the shots 
out of the rough and today I was able to put it in play a little bit more and give myself a little 
bit more opportunities for birdies and cash in some. 
 
Q.  Tell us about making that ace.  
 
STEWART CINK:  Yeah, it was a sweet hole-in-one there.  I haven't had one in quite a 
while.  It was a perfect yardage for a pitching wedge and that hole has agreed with me so 
far.  It's a brand new green that they redid since last year, so all three days it's been a really 
comfortable shot and I've hit really nice shots there every day.  When that ball was halfway 
to the hole I was thinking this is the one because there's been a little drought, but it landed 
on the green in a perfect place and the hole swallowed it up. 
 
Q.  How much momentum did that give you? 
 
STEWART CINK:  Well, you've got to be careful with a hole-in-one because something like 
that happens, it can actually shock your system a little bit and it can throw your focus off.  
Phil still had to putt and play the hole, so I took that few minutes there to gather myself and 
make sure that I recognized that that was in the past and it's time to move on.  I proceeded 
to miss the fairway on the ninth hole.  It wasn't because of that, it was because it's a pretty 
hard fairway to hit. 
 
Q.  This course has a history of preventing runaway winners.  Does this feel like that 
again maybe? 
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STEWART CINK:  Well, I think that the course has a tendency to prevent runaway winners, 
but also I think the fields are so good and solid and deep that the fields prevent runaway 
winners now more than they used to.  Everybody out here is just so even and it just takes a 
little spark to get someone going that it's just hard to run and hide.  This year the course is 
playing like it does usually, it's a huge premium on hitting the fairways and really making 
good decisions coming into greens.  
  


