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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
June 8, 2018 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER  ( -7) 
 
 
Q.  Brandt, before we get into your round today, you're back really after a five-year 
hiatus from this event.  Local guy, Nashville, Tennessee.  How's it feel to be back 
home playing?  
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It feels great and it's as close to home as I get on the PGA TOUR 
so it's great to be back.  I've got a lot of friends and family down here.  I shouldn't have taken 
this long away from the tournament obviously the way I played the first two rounds, so keep 
it going on the weekend and have a great weekend. 
 
Q.  Absolutely.  Well, 62 out there today, bogey free, low round of the tournament and 
first-round 71.  What really clicked for you? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I finally got some putts to go in.  I've been playing pretty well tee to 
green for about a month out here and the putter's been ho hum.  The mallet putter 
(inaudible.)  Made a good putt today on my second hole today and all of a sudden things 
started happening for me.  Made a few great up-and-downs for pars, made par putts, made 
some long birdie putts.  Do that around here and drive it pretty well as I did, shoot a low 
round. 
 
Q.  We have a putting stat for you to look at which makes good reading.  How much of 
an advantage do you have being used to this grass? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, it's huge.  You're going to miss the greens here, the greens 
are very small, greens are tough to hit, miss a fairway and green (inaudible.)  So you have to 
understand it going to the first -- you're going for miss four, five greens a day here, that's just 
the way it is.  Got to be able to get it up and down.  Did a great job obviously today getting it 
up and down and that's mainly because of my putting.  I've made (inaudible).  Fun to see the 
putts go in. 
 
Q.  What have you been working on really to make that turn? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Put a lot of time in really, that's what it boils down to.  I kind of know 
the tendency in my stroke to kind of get off, been working really hard on it, practicing.  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday out here were pretty easy and Thursday it changes, so hard 
staying patient waiting for that good round to come.  Able to kind of get out of my own way 
today and do that. 
 
Q.  Looks good for this tournament but it also looks good for next week, the U.S. 
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Open, which you seem to be trending nicely towards.  I have to ask (inaudible) stat 
wise, five top-10s out of the last 11.  What is it about U.S. Opens that suit your game? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I think more of the same like this golf course.  You're going to miss 
greens.  You've got to be able to scramble, get it up and down.  Looking forward to 
Shinnecock, poa annua greens, which I love.  A lot of guys, it drives them crazy.  People 
have to kind of play my style of golf, which is get up and down (inaudible).  Hopefully kind of 
build off this, get some great momentum going into next week.  
 
Q.  Brandt, what course did you play today, because I know you didn't shoot 62 at 
TPC Southwind?   
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It's been a long time coming.  Put a lot of hard work in the last 
couple months and hadn't seen any results.  Shot 6 under in the pro-am on Wednesday on 
the front nine over there and felt like I was in great shape, and went out yesterday and felt 
like I hit it terrible and shoot 1 over.  So came out here today with a fresh mindset.  I know 
I'm playing good, it's somewhere in there, just got to get out of your own way.   
 
And made a great putt on No. 2, kind of get the round going and made a couple good 
up-and-downs to keep the momentum going.  Once that happens, see some putts going in, 
kind of got easy after that. 
 
Q.  You made 149 feet, 11 inches in putts. 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  I hadn't made more than 70 feet all year in a day, so I was long 
overdue.  Seems like for whatever reason this year the putts have been lipping out, not been 
lipping in.  Saw a lot of putts lip in today, which was great.  My speed was perfect, had a 
bunch of good looks and was able to take advantage of them. 
 
Q.  Six for six scrambling, is that good chipping or good putting, or combo? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Both.  I chipped it really, really well, had a bunch of six- and 
eight-footers for pars from pretty tough spots.  When you do that and make those putts, it 
kind of keeps the momentum going, so I was able do that and be smart.  Hit a couple loose 
drives and was able to get the ball back where I could get up and down and kind of wait until 
(inaudible.)  If you do hit the fairway, you can be aggressive because this golf course 
penalizes you for missing fairways. 
 
Q.  I guess it's been a frustrating year for you, I think 128th FedExCup, you're still 
rebounding a little bit from injury.  How important is a round like this in your home 
state from Nashville? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Extremely important.  You've got to see, you know you put the work 
in, but until you see results you start questioning what you're doing and you start questioning 
everything about you and you need to see these positives days and okay, I am doing the 
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right stuff, it is coming around, I'm not losing my mind.  I'm doing it at home, I'm doing it on 
Tuesday, wents, just Thursdays it's not happening.  So hopefully can build on the weekend, 
kind of fall back to how I play on the practice rounds and have some fun and shoot some low 
ones. 
 
Q.  How did it go today? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  It obviously went pretty well.  It's one of those days you like to have.  
You don't have them very often out here where the hole looks like it's the size of a beach ball 
and can't miss a putt.  Those days are fun and it's been coming for a while.  Obviously 
played the way I need to play this week or expected to play, so to have a round like this kind 
of validates what I've been working on.  I felt like I played this way on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday.  Yesterday was kind of an anomaly, and today come out and shoot this kind of 
validated what I was doing.  Hopefully kind of build off it for the weekend and have a chance 
to be up there with a chance to win on Sunday afternoon. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like today or Friday maybe were the days -- I heard other players say 
those are the days to try to capitalize, to try to get a big number -- 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, we had perfect conditions this morning.  Greens were 
relatively soft, golf course is in great shape, the greens are rolling perfect, so if you kind of 
hit some fairways, hit your numbers, make some putts, you can shoot a low one.  Weekend, 
it's going to firm up, it's going to be tougher.  Historically here you don't see a lot of low ones 
on the weekend, so today was the day to kind of go out there and get it.  Or morning tee 
time, I should say, is when to go get it because in the afternoon greens get tougher and 
firmer. 
 
Q.  Brandt, this was a tournament that was very important to you but the last couple 
years you haven't played here.  With Nashville being so close, what was different 
about this year that made you want to come back, and obviously it was a good 
decision? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, it's a golf course I've always loved.  Scheduling becomes an 
issue at times it seems like.  Played here a couple years and didn't have a lot of great 
success.  Going into a U.S. Open I felt it might have been hindering me.  This year I needed 
the reps, I needed to play and this is a great test for the U.S. Open because it's very similar 
and fast.  You've got to hit the ball in the fairway.  Par is actually a pretty good number 
around here.  Miss the greens here, greens are -- scrambling's tough, kind of gets you in the 
mindset of what a U.S.'s going to be like.  So probably mistake on my part not getting back 
here quicker, but now I'm back (inaudible). 
 
Q.  You're one off the course record today.  I know it's not something you think about, 
but did you think 62 was doable because the course has been playing hard? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, I got off to such a great start, I was 4 under through the first 
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seven holes and really had some good opportunities after that, and when you start rolling it 
well here, you just feel like just hit the green, you'll make them because the greens aren't 
very big, they're rolling perfect.  Thought I had a pretty good chance of shooting a low one 
knowing that I had the par 5 16 coming in.  I had a great look at 17, didn't make it.  Hit it a 
couple inches on 18, so that was nice, nice way to finish. 
 
Q.  Earlier in the week Braden Thornberry mentioned you're one of the guys who's 
kind of, saw him on the fairway and now you're going to be playing with him two days 
next week.  Are you familiar with his game? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  Yeah, we played a practice round in Sea Island last year.  He's a 
great kid, really, really good player, extremely talented, so I was kind of pumped to see him 
here this week, and then I saw the tee time, I was really excited.   
 
The kid's going to be a world beater and he's got every facet of the game, hits it long, hits it 
straight, unbelievable short game and he's got a really good attitude for golf.  So I think his 
stock's -- I'm real big on him.  He's going to be out here for a long time and be real 
successful. 
 
Q.  Somebody who's playing their first major and it's the U.S. Open, if you were asked, 
what kind of advice would you give somebody? 
 
BRANDT SNEDEKER:  The hardest thing is to get out of your own way.  It's going to be 
tough.  You've got to realize you're going to miss some fairways and you're going to miss 
some greens and you're going to make some bogeys.  The hardest thing is not to get too 
much on a roller coaster, to get too up and too down.  U.S. Opens do that.  You start 
pressing, making mistakes, before you know it you made a bunch of big numbers in a row 
instead of kind of realizing you're going to have a stretch of nine, 10 holes that are bad.  
Kind of get over it and kind of move on. 
  


