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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
June 8, 2018 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Even par today, Phil, and this is a course that you've had great success at over the 
last five years.  You said you love it because it's challenging, so where did this course 
challenge you today?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  The difficulty is the rough is tough to get the ball on the green if you 
don't drive it in the fairway, and around the greens it's tough because the rough is 
challenging.  I made a few bogeys because I struggled with the difficulty around the greens.   
 
But I didn't really have it today, Heather, but I was able to close out the round with a couple 
of birdies and get it back to even and I'm in a decent position where if I come out tomorrow 
and shoot 5, 6 under par, I should get right in the mix for Sunday. 
 
Q.  You talk about closing it out.  Yesterday you said a huge point of emphasis has 
been closing out rounds.  You did have two birdies on your final three holes.  How are 
you able to keep that focus late in a round, especially on a hot day like this.? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It's not easy for me and it's certainly the biggest challenge, but 
maintaining kind of a steady pace, staying hydrated, little things like that that help you focus 
there in the end.  To hit a couple of good shots and birdie 18, it's like a little mini battle that I 
won with today's round in just getting it back to even par and hopefully that momentum will 
carry over to tomorrow and I can get a hot round going. 
 
Q.  You talk about the momentum, so what will it take, what parts of your game do you 
really want to see spark tomorrow and Sunday? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  My iron play needs to be a little bit better.  I've been hitting good shots 
but I've been a little bit short most of the time today.  Tomorrow I need to be more dialed in 
and give myself a lot more closer putts for birdie, and then when I do miss a green, I've got 
to be sharper around the greens. 
 
Q.  Phil, I really admire you, I didn't think that was an easy day to play golf out there, 
the golf course got pretty fast and you really ground it out to the end, that birdie at 18, 
but you're just outside the top-10? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was a mini battle for me because I didn't quite have it today and I let 
a few shots slide around the greens that I don't normally do.  But to battle back, stay in it, 
make some steady pars and then birdie two of the last three to stay even was a mini victory 
in that it's not where I want to be after two rounds.  I wanted to go out, I felt like I could shoot 
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quite a few under, but I'm in a position where if I can shoot 5, 6 under par tomorrow, I can 
get right back in the tournament for Sunday. 
 
Q.  You actually hit more fairways today than you did in the opening round but were 
just 2 of 7 scrambling.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  That's exactly it, so around the greens I wasn't sharp.  I hit some very 
poor chips, misjudged some of the lies.  It's difficult, don't get me wrong, it's not easy.  Even 
in the fairway chipping when you're into the grain, you're not able to hit the shot you want to 
hit, it's very challenging.  Yet I enjoy it and I feel like it plays into my hand.  But I didn't take 
advantage of those opportunities today.  I hit some poor chips, lost probably three or four 
shots around the greens, but I was able again to hang in there, finish the round out to where 
I'm in a good position heading into the weekend. 
 
Q.  Phil, it sounds like the finish for you kind of gives you a positive feeling 
(inaudible)? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It does.  You never want to shoot over par and it kind of sets things 
back when you know guys are going low.  I fought hard when I didn't quite have it today and 
I was able to get around in even par.  Now that puts me in a decent position where when I 
get that hot round, and I'm playing well enough to do it, I can easily shoot 5, 6, 7 under par, 
move right up the leaderboard and give myself a good chance for Sunday. 
 
Q.  You talk about eliminating the big miss yesterday.  I know it's Saturday, not 
Sunday coming up tomorrow, but do you think you may be in a position to take a few 
more chances, or maybe not yet? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Not yet because there's plenty of birdie holes and if I don't throw shots 
away like I did today around the greens, my short game wasn't quite sharp enough, then I 
will save those shots.  I can easily shoot in the mid 60s and get right back in it.  It's very 
difficult for guys to run away on this golf course, I don't think anybody will, and if I can shoot 
something in the mid to low 60s tomorrow, I'll be right there for Sunday. 
 
Q.  How frustrating is it for you when you're hitting quality shots, making some 
birdies, and then to come right back and then to make some of those sloppy bogeys 
around the green? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It takes away a lot of momentum.  Certainly the front nine I followed all 
three of my birdies with a bogey on the next hole or two and that doesn't really allow you to 
kind of work into the round.  It keeps you around par.  So I had five bogeys today.  You can't 
do that and shoot low, but to be able to shoot even par with five bogeys keeps me in it. 
 
Q.  You called it mini, how about maxi for this weekend?  Are you aiming to have maxi 
victory? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I'm at least in a position heading into the weekend to where if I 
play well enough and score low enough, I can move up the leaderboard and win.  That's 
kind of the goal tomorrow is get myself in position for Sunday.  And really, I don't think I need 
to do anything out of the ordinary, I just need to shoot a good solid round of 5, 6, 7 under 
par. 
  


