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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
June 8, 2018 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  63 today, how was the course playing today compared to yesterday? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I felt like it was playing really similar.  Conditions were about the 
same.  I felt like the golf course played very similar to yesterday. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, obviously to birdie the first hole and hit a good shot on the 
second hole and the third hole was just a little bit -- just hit it just in the left rough and in a 
tough spot, especially on 12.  The same on 13, I just missed the fairway on the wrong side.  
If I would have been on the right side, it would have been okay. 
 
Q.  You bounced back nicely here on 14.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, nice putt here on 14.  Yeah, the putter, I rolled the putter much 
better today.  Speed was a little off at times.  A couple short putts I just hit them a little too 
hard, missed them.  Other than that, I rolled it pretty well and hit it pretty nicely again. 
 
Q.  You did hit it very nicely, indeed. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I had a perfect number here, 111 just with a little bit of hurt, took a 
three-quarter sand wedge.  Almost made it again on 2.  
 
Q.  What was going through your mind when you saw this? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I had the same number just with help this time and a full 60.  No, 
I knew it was a good shot.  Yeah, it almost went in there. 
 
Q.  And then this last finishing up here, back nine in 29, feeling like you're firing on all 
cylinders? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I feel like I'm hitting it well.  If I can get the ball in the fairway, 
I'm hitting my irons really well, I have a lot of confidence in them so I know I can attack the 
flags. 
 
Q.  Plans for the rest of the day? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Going to get something to eat and then go to the gym and then 
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probably play in the pool with the kids. 
 
Q.  DJ, nicely done out there, seven birdies and a hole-out eagle there at the first.  I 
know you spent some time after your round putting.  Was it a matter of the putts just 
didn't drop in the first round or was it mechanical or something? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Honestly, I wasn't hitting the ball on my line in the first round, so it's 
tough to make putts when you're not starting where you want them to.  But yeah, I worked 
on it a little bit yesterday afternoon and then obviously this morning, too.  Got the ball 
starting on the right track so I knew if I can just get the right speed I was going to hit a lot of 
good putts today, which I did.  A couple putts early in the round, just bad speed and missed 
short ones but they were good putts, just wrong speed.  And then I hit it really well, so it 
was -- most of my birdies were very easy putts.  Then obviously the hole-out with the wedge 
on the 10th hole, which was No. 1.  But yeah, I feel like I'm swinging it really well, I'm driving 
it good and starting to roll the putter a little bit better. 
 
Q.  You talked about obviously you won here in 2012, you really like this golf course, 
key is putting it in play to be able to attack some of these greens.  Is there something 
during the golf course or during the round that makes you decide whether you're 
going to hit driver, long iron, 3-wood?  How do you pick your way around this golf 
course? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I know what I hit off of every tee and it really doesn't ever 
change.  I mean, for me it's pretty simple.  You're going to hit just pretty much the same club 
every day off of every tee.  It could change if the wind starts blowing, that could change a 
little bit but not much. 
 
Q.  How's the golf course out there this morning? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I felt like it played really similar as it did yesterday afternoon, a little bit 
of breeze, not much but just enough to affect the ball a little bit.  The golf course is really 
good.  
 
Q.  DJ, that looked almost easy. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, it's never easy, but I feel like I'm playing really well.  I'm 
swinging the club very well.  I know if I can drive it in the fairway that I'm going to give myself 
a good look for birdie.  I felt I did that pretty much all day today and hit a lot of great shots in 
there and had a lot of really good looks at birdies. 
 
Q.  It looked like some of your lines off the tee were well left and boy, that ball was 
flying beautiful.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, when I'm playing well the ball moves left to right all the time, 
and right now it is and I felt like I'm swinging good so I've got a lot of confidence in my swing.  
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Here especially where you've got to start it because you've got to hit the fairways out here, 
you've got to trust it and I feel like I'm doing that really well right now. 
 
Q.  What's the rest of the day look like for you? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Get a bite to eat and then hit the gym and then probably sit by the 
pool with the kids. 
 
Q.  That sounds like a good thing, you've earned it.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Absolutely.   
 
Q.  Dustin Johnson at 10 under thanks to a second round 63.  Dustin, on your first 
round, two bogeys, and then you make the turn, have an eagle and four birdies.  What 
changed? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Nothing.  I was swinging well.  Got off to -- I birdied the first hole, hit a 
great shot on the second hole, and then the third hole I actually hit a pretty good drive, I just 
pulled it just a hair and it went a yard into the rough, which is a tough hole to come into out 
of the rough.   
 
Kind of the same thing on the next hole, I just pulled my tee ball just a hair and it went just 
into the rough and it's another kind of tough shot and then just didn't -- you know, missed an 
easy up-and-down really.  From there on out I knew I was swinging well and hit a lot of great 
shots and had a lot of good looks at birdies. 
 
Q.  And you're putting also much better today.  In fact, after your first round you went 
and practiced your putting a little bit more.  How would you assess your short game 
today? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It was good.  I felt like I rolled it well.  I'm rolling it down the line that 
I'm looking.  If I can get a good read and good speed on it, they're going to go in. 
 
Q.  You've told me that you love this course because it's a tough track.  What about 
the challenging courses brings out the best in your game? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, for here, I really like this golf course.  You've got to focus really 
on every shot.  You can't really let up, you've got, you know, narrow fairways and you've got 
to hit the fairway or it's a difficult golf course to play from the rough.  So I like it, I just feel like 
it sets up well for me. 
 
Q.  A little stretch there, you had an eagle, a couple birdies.  Day overall? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, definitely pleased with the day.  I feel like I'm swinging the ball 
really well, hit a lot of really good shots, especially making the turn, and I was playing good 
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even when I was making the turn but obviously to hole out a wedge shot and go right to the 
next hole and almost make it, make another one, it kind of gets things going for me.   
 
Then hit a couple good shots on 3 and made another birdie there, so I had it going pretty 
good.  Made a couple nice saves though on the par 3s on my back nine with kind of a 
couple, probably the two -- only the two poor iron shots I hit all day but was able to make 
some good up-and-downs.  
 
Q.  To have a stretch like that on 1 and 2, is that what feels like it kickstarts your 
momentum?  Do you feel any differently at that point even if you are playing well? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No.  I mean, I was playing good even up to that point, but yeah, 
definitely gets things going a little bit more. 
 
Q.  Have you always been so even keeled on the golf course or is it something you 
developed over time? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I think so.  I'm not real sure.  I go out and I try to have fun and play 
good golf.  But for me to -- even when I hit bad shots, I don't really get too upset just 
because it's not the first time I've ever hit a bad shot.  You know, it just happens and I just go 
find my ball and play it again. 
 
Q.  Do you feel pressure? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, definitely get going, you know, when you're playing well or 
when you're around the lead or in the lead, definitely can feel the pressure.  But I like it, it 
kind of makes me focus even a little bit more.  It's something that's the spot where I want to 
be and I enjoy it. 
 
Q.  Is there anything different with the scoring conditions?  Obviously you had a great 
round, Snedeker shot a 62 on a tough golf course like this.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No.  I mean, I felt like the conditions were really similar to yesterday 
afternoon, you've just got to hit good shots. 
 
Q.  When you get up and down from the trap in 8 like you did, is that almost better 
than what you did on 1 when you hole out from -- 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, no, it's not better by any means.  But yeah, that was a big 
save because it was a very difficult bunker shot.  I was on the downslope, wasn't a great lie 
in the bunker and I hit a really nice bunker shot to give myself a chance to make a par. 
 
Q.  What was your motivation to play this week? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I like the golf course and I hadn't played a whole lot the last 
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couple months so I wanted to -- I felt like it was more beneficial for me to play here and be 
sharp going into the U.S. Open than to stay home and maybe go up there a couple days 
early. 
 
Q.  Any outcome, get to No. 1? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, just wanted to play, stay sharp.  I like this golf course and I feel 
like I play it well and wanted to be on top of my game going into next week, too. 
 
Q.  Dustin, you'll go back to No. 1 if you win this week.  Are you thinking about that at 
all, is it any sort of motivation to try to get back to No. 1? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No.  I just want to win. 
 
Q.  You went low today, a lot of guys are going low.  A lot of golfers this week have 
said 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, that might be the final number.  Is it going to get harder over 
the weekend or is it going to keep going low like this? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, this golf course is always difficult.  If you drive it in the fairway 
and hit a lot of greens, you're going to shoot good scores, but if you start missing some 
fairways, it's very difficult to make pars.  You know, I feel like the conditions, they're not 
going to change much over the next couple days, so keep playing well, see what happens. 
  


