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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 7, 2018 
 
STEVE STRICKER  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Steve Stricker in at 4 under.  Steve, it's already been a long week.  You had a 
grueling 36-hole qualifier for the U.S. Open on Monday, then you played Tuesday and 
Wednesday here to practice and get ready in the heat.  So how are you able to 
compete at such a high level? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Well, I got a lot of rest the last couple days, too.  We only played a nine 
hole pro-am on Wednesday and I only came out on Tuesday and maybe played about six 
holes, didn't practice very much.  So I thought rest would be important after Monday and I 
felt better, more refreshed today and played a good round. 
 
Q.  And your short game, always great.  Birdie putt on 18.  How important was your 
short game today to your success? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, very much so.  It's a tricky course and if you don't get the ball in 
the right position, if you miss a few fairways, it's tough to get it on the greens.  The greens 
are small.  When I did miss the green, I missed it in the correct spot, and when I chipped in 
at 18 there, I didn't expect that.  I was just trying to get it up and down.  It wasn't a great lie 
there and it came off good and it's a great way to end the day, though, and I look forward to 
tomorrow. 
 
Q.  We've had so much fun watching your success.  Is there a point at which you're 
exceeding even your own expectations with the level of play you've got right now? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Well, I would like to play a little bit better out here.  I've had some good 
rounds, haven't quite finished off a tournament.  I still feel like I should play out here and I 
belong out here and that's my mentality and I'm trying to stick with that.  Phil Mickelson, I 
had a talk with him a while back, that's his mentality.  He's getting older, but he feels like 
he's got some great golf ahead of him.  I'm older than he is, but I still feel like I've got some 
good golf inside of me and I still enjoy playing and competing and that's why I'm doing it. 
 
Q.  I'm happy to be joined by Steve Stricker here at Sky Cart.  Steve, 66.  Yesterday 
when we spoke to you, you said you had to be patient and strategic out there.  Bogey 
free today, one of only three bogey-free rounds.  You certainly were a man of your 
word. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Well, I didn't hit a lot of greens, I don't think so, but when I did miss the 
green, I put it in some spots where I could get it up and down from and that's what I guess I 
was talking about the other day.  You have to be smart around here.  There's a lot of trouble 
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around here, too, and you have to pick your spots and today I did that.  I did some good 
things, chipped in on the last, which I wasn't expecting to do, but good start to the 
tournament. 
 
Q.  We're going to look at your chip-in in just a moment, but we can't let you leave the 
Sky Cart without seeing that silky smooth putting stroke.  Birdie here, talk us through 
this one. 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Well, I didn't hit a very good drive, kind of pull-hooked it in the left 
rough and laid it up in the right rough, which wasn't a great layup, but had a good lie in the 
rough and got it on the back part of the green where I gave myself an uphill putt and was 
fortunate to make it. 
 
Q.  You mentioned 18.  Were you fancying this when you stepped up to it? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  No, I wasn't.  It was sitting down in the bermudagrass a little bit and I 
took a sand wedge instead of my lob wedge and just tried to get it on the green as fast as I 
could and get it rolling.  It came off better than I expected, let's say that, and it was a good 
way to end the day. 
 
Q.  Yeah, great ending.  Just to touch quickly on the U.S. Open, you were at the 
qualifier on Monday, which worked out well.  Now seeing your stats here and you're 
also experienced at U.S. Opens, how does it feel to go back and play in a Monday 
qualifier for that? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  You know, it's a challenge.  It's something that I wanted to do again 
and try to get into the U.S. Open.  It's our national championship, I don't know how many 
more of those I can play in.  It's a grind, 36 holes in the heat, but I enjoyed it.  I didn't get off 
to the best start that day but hung in there and got myself through and look forward to next 
week. 
 
Q.  Just a quick word on Shinnecock, you finished 13th there in 1995.  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Long time ago. 
 
Q.  What can we expect to see from the golf course? 
 
STEVE STRICKER:  Well, I haven't been there for a while.  I think I played 2004 was the 
other time, but I know they made some changes since so I'm excited to go back and see all 
the changes and see how it fits my game. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
STEVE STRICKER:  I didn't feel very good Tuesday and Wednesday, but I felt way better 
today.  I was tired the last couple days, but felt definitely a little bit more refreshed today.  
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But yeah, I have some momentum and some confidence after qualifying on Monday.  It's 
exciting to know that I'm going to be playing in the U.S. Open next week and I guess that 
carried over into today.  
  


