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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 7, 2018 
 
SEAMUS POWER  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Seamus, 65 out there today.  How's it feel? 
 
SEAMUS POWER:  I played very well.  It's a great start.  It's a golf course I like, I played 
here last year and it kind of suits my eye, so I kind of feel good going out.  But it's tough to 
get out of there with 65. 
 
Q.  You went to college in Tennessee.  How much does this feel like a little bit of a 
home event?  You're used to the conditions here.   
 
SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, a little bit.  I mean, the grasses and stuff but ETSU is probably, I 
don't know what the drive is, probably a nine, 10 hour drive from here.  It's a little bit 
different, but with the same idea with the bermuda. 
 
Q.  A lot of birdies out there today, one of the key ones was on 18.  We're going to ask 
you to talk through the hole for us.  It's a great finishing hole.    
 
SEAMUS POWER:  I was trying to hit it left edge of the far bunker there.  I hit driver knowing 
that it probably wouldn't reach it, but it takes a little bit more of the water out of play so that's 
always a little bit of a bonus.  Hit it very well and just got through the fairway along that tree.  
I was fortunate (inaudible) so I didn't have a problem with the second.  From there I really 
had, I think it was 129 yards down breeze with like a gap wedge.  There really wasn't that 
much problem.  But it's an intimidating tee shot.  If you get a short iron in, you're very, very 
pleased. 
 
Q.  Yes, it was a great tee shot.  And this pin, not the friendliest? 
 
SEAMUS POWER:  No, and that's why I was delighted to have like a gap wedge in.  If you 
have 8- or 7-iron, you're not really looking to be anywhere near it, to be honest, but I had a 
gap wedge and was able to be pretty aggressive and take advantage. 
 
Q.  In terms of controlling spin and how receptive these greens are, how was that 
today? 
 
SEAMUS POWER:  They're still pretty receptive this morning, like definitely firmer than 
Wednesday and firmer than Tuesday.  So they're definitely going to get firm by the weekend, 
but Thursday morning they were still pretty receptive, especially into the grain and the first 
half (inaudible.)  
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Q.  A birdie on 18 for Seamus Power to get to 5 under.  Seamus, where exactly on this 
course were you really able to take advantage of it today? 
 
SEAMUS POWER:  You know, the first three holes are always something you feel like you 
need to get here because you've got a little tough stretch after that and I was able to get a 
couple there.  You've got to stay patient.  You do have some chances if you get it on the 
fairway, you'll have some wedges and some chances here and there.  But it's a tough golf 
course for most the part.  It starts from the tee and goes from there.  If you're out of position 
off the tee, you're going to have to play very defensively.  I was able to hit some good tee 
shots and take advantage. 
 
Q.  A lot of the guys are talking about how much this course requires precision and 
it's really risk versus reward, especially on the water holes.  So what was your 
strategy and approach today to get this great score? 
 
SEAMUS POWER:  As I said, you're going to have to hit at least one good shot on any of 
those holes so you can either make a decision where you're going to challenge it off the tee 
and give yourself a shorter iron or lay back a little bit and have to deal with the trouble with 
the second shot.  It kind of depends, you're going to see how you're playing.  It's nice 
starting on the first, you kind of get into the round before you get to those water holes.  It's a 
tough golf course and you're going to make mistakes, but as I said, when you get 
opportunities maybe you can take those to offset them. 
 
Q.  Your short game certainly looked good out there.  Describe the confidence level 
that you have in your short game.  
 
SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, I like these greens.  I putted well here last year and I kind of feel 
comfortable.  The speed kind of matches my feel in my hands and I'm able to sort of see the 
grain here pretty well.  I feel like I'll make some putts from no matter where I am as long as 
it's reasonably close.  That gives you a comfort level even if you're standing in the fairway 
knowing that even if you hit it to 30 feet, you still have a chance.  It kind of feeds back to the 
rest of your game, so it's something I definitely feel comfortable with here.    
 
Q.  Coming in with the clubhouse lead, what did you like about your game today? 
 
SEAMUS POWER:  Everything really, everything was pretty good.  Putted well and hit it well 
off the tee, so that gives you a lot of chances around here with the rough that you really want 
to avoid.  Just kind of in decent control, felt pretty good mentally and was able to take some 
chances. 
 
Q.  To have the lead right now with names like Mickelson right behind, how do you 
feel? 
 
SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, that's obviously nice but there's no prizes given out after Round 
1.  Obviously it's nice to get up there at the start, gives you something for the rest of the 
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week.  But, you know, it's just the first step and there's so many good players right behind 
you, you know they're going to make a lot of birdies so you just have to keep going.  
 
Q.  As this course kind of toughens up, how good is it to get this start ahead of the 
first round? 
 
SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, I'm going to play a different course by the time I play it tomorrow 
afternoon.  It's going to be firmer, greens are going to be faster.  You kind of know that, so 
your morning tee time on Thursday and Friday is kind of your chance to make at least some 
birdies, give you something to build on and I was able to do that.  But like I said, it's going to 
be tougher as the week goes on, so might have to change some strategy here and there, but 
it was a nice start. 
 
Q.  Do you still feel fresh? 
 
SEAMUS POWER:  Yeah, especially with the heat and stuff, you've got to be a little bit 
careful.  I tried to drink lots of liquids and rest as much as I could.  It's still normal, we're used 
to playing a lot of golf so it shouldn't be much of an issue. 
  


