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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 7, 2018 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( -4) 
 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I had a nice easy simple round going and then I missed the last 
four fairways, and missing fairways out here is brutal.  The rough is -- it's not that it's so long, 
but you get flyers, you can't keep it on the green.  I missed some critical fairways but was 
able to salvage some up-and-down pars. 
 
Q.  I was also impressed with your patience, just one birdie on your outward nine but 
you didn't try to force anything. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yes, and that's the thing about this golf course is that it's hard to go 
shoot 8, 9 under par.  Nobody really does it because there's only two par 5s and you've got 
to hit a lot of great shots; otherwise, it's difficult pars.  If you hit good tee shots, though, you 
can make some birdies.  The holes that I hit good tee shots, they were easy pars and some 
birdies. 
 
Q.  Last week at the Memorial presented by Nationwide you told us that your 
concentration was maybe just a bit off in that opening round, then you seemed locked 
down for the final 54 holes.  How was it today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was much better.  I finished the round off.  I make a bogey and I'm 
almost making another one and I was able to kind of gather myself, if you will, and start to 
control my thoughts a little bit better and started to -- I made a good par putt on the 6th hole 
and got another birdie coming in, so I was able to finish the round off even though I didn't 
quite have it there at the end. 
 
Q.  Phil, what a round.  I want to start with 12.  You almost hit it right handed for your 
second shot there.  Talk about that decision. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was only a sand wedge and I have kind of a high toe sand wedge so 
I have a lot of hitting area and it's pretty easy to make contact.  But it was a little too early in 
the tournament to be putting up a potential big number.  However, if the pin were in the 
back, which is where I thought the ball would end up, I probably would have tried it.  I ended 
up salvaging par so it worked out. 
 
Q.  And then the last four holes, talk about the last four holes.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I had a nice easy day going where I was hitting fairways, hitting 
greens.  It was a pretty simple round.  Then I missed the last four fairways and really I had to 
fight to make pars on those.  In fact, one of them I made bogey.  And these holes are very 
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difficult from the rough.  It's not that the rough is hack-it-out rough, it's not, but you get such 
flyers that you can't control it with the trees and the greens are small.  It's very difficult pars if 
you miss fairways.  So when I was hitting fairways, it's a pretty easy round, and then the last 
four, five, six holes were tough. 
 
Q.  Phil, when you're at a golf course that you know you've had some success at and 
you're not getting off to the best start, is it something you just know where to hit it, 
know that it will be fine? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think that -- well, I don't know.  I think this is a hard golf course for 
people to go really low on.  So if you play steady golf and don't make too many big mistakes, 
and there's a lot of potential big mistakes out here, but if you don't make any, you don't lose 
too much ground and you can make it up quick.  It's just a course that's hard to go really low 
on and yet you can make birdies if you hit good shots. 
 
Q.  You said don't make the big mistakes.  So given where you are, do you like your 
position to try to vault forward? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was a great start for me.  I ended finishing off the round.  I had a nice 
little stretch there in the middle where I went birdie-eagle and I was able to finish it off with 
some pars after some poor tee shots, so it's a good start.  It's not like you're trying to win the 
tournament on Thursday, but it's nice not to put myself too far behind where I'm playing 
catch-up.  So another good round tomorrow will put me right in it for the weekend. 
 
Q.  You said to Fred you tried to control your thought during your round.  What do 
you mean by that? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Start to see what you want the ball to do rather than what you don't. 
 
Q.  Like with conscious mind? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yes, exactly. 
 
Q.  Talk about the stress of the last four holes, the missing of the fairways and a little 
pressure, but seemingly the short game seems to be a great spot.  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I've been working at it.  I spent a lot of time at Shinnecock 
working on my short game because it's going to be a critical element in the Open next week.  
So I hit a couple of good ones.  I hit a poor one there on hole 5 and I didn't get up and down.  
It wasn't a hard one.  But my touch got a lot better thereafter.  I hit a really good shot on 7 
and got up and down on 9 from the fairway, so I salvaged some good pars after some poor 
tee shots there at the end.  For the most part I've been driving the ball well and hitting a lot 
of good iron shots.  But I also just love this golf course, there's just something about it that 
feels good. 
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Q.  You've done everything here but win.  Is there anything from previous experiences 
in your starts in past years that you take with you to the rest of this week?   
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think you saw it on my last hole on No. 9.  In the past I have made a 
couple too many big mistakes, big numbers, a double here or there, and instead of trying to 
go for the green and if I -- there's really no good spot to be.  Long is no better.  I ended up 
chipping down the fairway to get up and down for par.  So that took the double out of play 
and I was able to salvage par.  That's kind of something I've picked up on this golf course 
over the years, that there's a lot more big numbers on this course than you think.  Water 
comes into play, there's just some challenges.  So I ended up eliminating the big number 
and was fortunate enough to salvage par on No. 9 and 12 in today's round. 
 
Q.  Are you pushing a more conservative Phil, is that what you would say? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, at times, at times. 
  


