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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 7, 2018 
 
TROY MERRITT  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  How did it play out there for you today? 
 
TROY MERRITT:  It's just a beautiful golf course.  This is one of my favorite stops each and 
every year.  To have it on a morning, first off, no wind, nice and warm, just the course is in 
great shape and as a result we were able to put the ball in the fairway a bunch, had a bunch 
of good looks at birdie and rolled a few in.  It would have been nice to not make bogey on 
my last hole.  Hit a good putt.  All in all, 4-under 66 on this golf course is going to do a lot of 
good. 
 
Q.  This isn't necessarily a course you have to score exceptionally low to compete.  
How does that kind of affect your strategy in these first couple rounds? 
 
TROY MERRITT:  Well, you've just got to go out and work really hard to put the ball in play.  
This course can bring in a lot of stress in a hurry if you get out of position.  This morning we 
did a really good job, I think we might have missed five fairways but we were always in a 
good spot, we were able to get up it around the green.  I think we ended up missing five 
greens, but I was in a spot where we could get it up and down and that's key out here.  
You're not going to hit every fairway, you're not going to hit every green.  If you can manage 
your mistakes and get them to a place where you can make par, you're going to do all right. 
 
Q.  It's already feeling hot out here, it's just going to keep getting hotter.  How does 
that factor in to playing in this humidity?   
 
TROY MERRITT:  Well, we don't believe in humidity in Idaho, so this is a little bit different for 
me, but playing out here for years and years, you kind of get used to it in the summer 
months.  It's going to be hot from here on out.  It didn't factor in too much this morning, but 
it's going to start, like you said, getting hotter and hotter, so conserving energy a little bit.  
You don't need to go out and put in huge grind sessions on the range, on the putting green.  
You've just got to enjoy what you have and maybe think about it versus going out and 
actually doing it and just get your mind in the right shape. 
 
Q.  How much is this golf course going to change throughout the week and how much 
do you kind of have to adjust to that? 
 
TROY MERRITT:  It will definitely get firmer, I would say.  The greens were softer this 
morning than we were expecting.  Not that they were soft, they were just softer.  This 
course, the fairways can run pretty firm and then as a result the greens could get going 
pretty firm.  With the fairways firm, it really narrows them up a little bit so you've really got to 
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make sure you're in the middle of the fairway.  And then into the greens playing out of the 
rough, you can't stop them on the greens out here.  So it's going to firm up, it's going to get 
testy and it's going to be a lot of fun. 
  


