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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 7, 2018 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Brooks, first round 66.  How was the course playing out there for you today? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I thought it set up really well.  Unfortunately, I didn't really play that 
great, but scored a lot better than I played.  It was kind of a weird round.  Played good for a 
little bit of a stretch and then kind of sloppy.  But 4 under, I'll take it. 
 
Q.  What part of the game in particular do you feel you're not quite happy with? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  My short game was pretty poor, I think.  Flubbed a few chips.  The 
wedges, just a couple pulls, just kind of all over the place.  Drove it really well, though. 
 
Q.  One part of your game that was working well, the putter? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yes. 
 
Q.  This is a nice way to start.  
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, exactly.  We've got this putt quite a bit.  Anytime we have this 
hole location, we're right there, we know what it does.  Obviously when you make the first 
one of the day, kind of build some momentum. 
 
Q.  You said you were scoring really nicely, four birdies.  This one, I guess it's a nice 
momentum one with a pretty tough bunker shot? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, it wasn't the best of lies, it was sitting down pretty good.  I felt 
like I really needed to get under it just to get it there, and obviously to hit it to three feet, it 
was pretty good, I'll take that every day. 
 
Q.  We have to ask, U.S. Open, you're defending next week.  My question really is, 
with your wrist and coming back from your injury, you're obviously playing great.  
How much did you expect that or has it been a nice surprise? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  No, I didn't expect that.  You feel like coming back after injury you've 
got to take some time, two to three weeks to kind of get back into it.  Basically came out to 
the Tour right away.  I feel like it healed nicely.  I like where my game's trending right now. 
 
Q.  Awesome first round.  Can you take us through that? 
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BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I putted really well today.  I felt like I scored really well.  I didn't 
play well at all, to be honest with you.  We hit some pretty poor shots.  We were kind of all 
over the place, but hopefully figure this out for the rest of the week. 
 
Q.  A course that you had a lot of success on despite the fact that you said you didn't 
have your best game today, how much confidence does that give you? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, we love this place.  It's something, we've got good memories 
here.  I like the way it sets up.  I feel like from the tee shots, a lot of them suit me.  And then 
when you get on greens like this, bermuda, I mean I'm a good putter as it is and growing up 
on bermuda, you just roll it and it goes in.  They're great, but I just need to figure out 
everything else. 
 
Q.  How much stock are you putting into the shots that you're hitting this week 
looking into next week? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I'm not looking forward anything towards next week.  It all depends 
just what the shot is here.  I mean, there's nothing better than winning a golf tournament 
going into a major.  I feel like I'm playing well, I'm playing well enough to do that, so just 
keep doing what I'm doing. 
 
Q.  You said you didn't feel like you played well but you had a relatively low score.  
Where did you get the scoring from if you didn't feel you were swinging as well as -- 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I putted well, that was really it, a few key par saves.  Then it was just 
kind of I played a really good four-hole stretch there from 18 to 3 and that was about it.  
Everything else was just kind of ho hum.  It wasn't anything to get excited about. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like the course gets harder as the week goes on, firmer maybe? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  It will depend.  Depends, I guess, if they're going to grow the rough 
out.  The rough's kind of tough as it is.  Around the greens the lies aren't exactly great, but it 
depends.  The ball can go a mile in the afternoon, so if you get a later tee time, I expect the 
ball to fly. 
 
Q.  How can you describe the work you do with your physio, Mark, and something a 
little bit on what you're working on? 
 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, obviously I see him every day I'm here.  We're starting on 
Tuesday before I arrive and usually 30 minutes before I play and 30, 40 minutes after I'm 
done.  He's a big part getting stretched.  I can basically go from him to the first tee.  I don't 
feel like I really need to hit balls.  Hitting balls is just kind of one other thing we're doing just 
to kind of make sure everything's right. 
 
Q.  Is it a boost in your energy? 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

 
BROOKS KOEPKA:  I don't know if it's a boost in energy.  I just feel like -- I mean, most of 
the time I'm coming from the gym, going from the gym and then going straight to the course.  
Make sure you're not tight, nothing's too out of place.  It makes you feel a lot better, I can 
promise you that. 
  


