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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
June 7, 2018 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  Dustin in at 3 under.  Dustin, a lot of the guys are saying that this is a course that 
doesn't necessarily reward length.  Length is what you are known for, though, so 
what part of your game do you rely on the most for this course? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, you've got to hit everything well here.  I hit a few drivers, but 
when I hit them, you've got to hit them in the fairway, which I did today.  I hit a lot of really 
good shots and 3 under was okay.  It was -- I'm happy with 3 under, but the one double on 
No. 9, just hit it in the rough there and the ball just didn't come out like I thought it would.  
But other than that, I feel like I'm playing really, really well.  Didn't really make any putts 
either today, but pretty solid round, though. 
 
Q.  Let's talk about 12, what an amazing shot.  So one foot in the water, shoe off, off 
balance, you chip it in for birdie.  How do you make it look so easy? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It wasn't a very easy shot and I actually didn't hit it very well and I just 
got lucky and it went in the hole.   
 
Q.  Sometimes better to be lucky than good, huh?  Dustin, you've had a lot of success 
on this course, you won here in 2012, you've got three top-10s in six starts.  How 
much confidence does that past success give you here? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I really like this golf course, it's in really good shape.  I think it 
sets up well for me.  It's all about hitting the fairways.  I don't get to hit a lot of drivers, but 
that's okay, the golf course is tough and you've got to control your distance coming into the 
greens and you've got to hit quality golf shots if you want to hit a good score out here. 
 
Q.  Speaking of shooting a good score, what do you expect the rest of the week, what 
will it take for you to get that win?   
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'm going to have to keep playing well.  If I keep playing like I'm 
playing now and just roll in a few more putts, I'll be right there on Sunday. 
 
Q.  67, pretty solid.  How happy are you with that? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'm pleased with it, it's a good score.  I felt like I played very well, just 
the double on 9, the ball didn't come out of the rough the way I thought it was going to, went 
in the water and missed a short putt for bogey.  But I felt like I played really solid all day 
today.  Didn't really make any putts, but gave myself a lot of chances and I'm really confident 
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in my game right now. 
 
Q.  Yeah, ball striking looked really solid.  We're going to have a look at one of your 
birdies, this one at 2.  Talk us through this. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I think I had, I don't know, 116 or something and hit a nice little 
wedge shot in there close, made a nice putt. 
 
Q.  Nice way to start.  As you're saying, you gave yourself plenty of opportunities, this 
one as well at 6? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, this is 6.  I had 135, a little helping wind, hit it in there pretty 
close.  Yeah, I hit a lot of really good shots, a lot of really good looks.  Made a couple putts, 
not enough. 
 
Q.  Well, you didn't need the putter here, this is everyone's favorite moment of the 
day, I think. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it was a good shot but a little bit lucky.  That's all right, 
sometimes it takes some luck. 
 
Q.  We enjoyed how casually you were just taking the shoe off, didn't even think twice 
about it. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I had to get in there. 
 
Q.  Hopefully we won't see any more of that tomorrow, some chip-ins maybe.  What's 
the plan for this evening?   
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'm going to work on the putting a little bit, see if I can get that going in 
the right direction.  The golf swing feels really good, I've got a lot of confidence in it. 
 
Q.  Just in terms of putting, I've noticed a new putter in the bag.  Is that an older one? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Well, it's the putter from last year. 
 
Q.  And any reason for that change, just felt like you needed to go -- 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  None of the other ones were working so I figured I would go back to 
one I used last year. 
 
Q.  How would you assess the state of your game after today? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, 3 under's a solid score around here.  I felt like I played a little 
better than that, but I'm happy with 3 under.  If I can keep hitting it like I'm doing right now, I'll 
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continue to shoot good scores. 
 
Q.  How much out there are you having to plod your way around this golf course and 
make decisions about what to take off the tee, again knowing how long you hit the 
ball and how (inaudible)? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, this golf course is all about hitting fairways.  You've just 
got to hit it in the fairways and hit it on the correct side of the fairways.  I felt like I drove it 
pretty well today but still could definitely drive it a lot better.  Yeah, I felt like I got a good 
game plan around here.  I like this golf course, I think it sets up well for me, so I'm definitely 
happy with the position I'm in. 
 
Q.  Do you think the course might get harder as the week goes along?  Some people 
said that today. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it always tends to get a little tougher as the week goes on. 
 
Q.  Are you going to stick with the same game plan? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, yeah.  This golf course kind of forces you to hit it to a certain 
distance and kind of play from there. 
 
Q.  Seems like you're relying a lot on past experience to a certain degree, course 
knowledge, local knowledge, so to speak. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, always when you play a course a number of times, you feel like 
you know it.  It doesn't really change.  It's playing kind of similar to like it always does. 
 
Q.  Biggest takeaway from you for the next couple days from this round? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'm hitting it well.  Coming in here I feel like I'm swinging really well so 
just got to keep working on that. 
 
Q.  The shot on 12, by the way, again the decision to hit the shot, obviously it was -- 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Well, I tried to play it, but yeah, a little bit of luck involved there but I'll 
take it. 
 
Q.  The challenges that you face knowing this course as you go on through the past 
round in the days ahead --  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Just go out and play golf, see how low I can shoot. 
  


