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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
June 6, 2018 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN 
 
 
Q.  You're coming off a great week last week at the Memorial, just congratulations on 
the qualifying as well.  Just got to be feeling good coming into the week after some 
success? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, because really the last two weeks I was playing really good.  
I've been playing really nice golf, enjoying every moment, so I'm really happy to be here 
playing good golf, started to have another good week here. 
 
Q.  You've seen the golf course.  How do you like the golf course here? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, it's a nice course.  It's bermuda, the greens are tricky because 
of the grain, but yeah, the course is in perfect condition and I like this course, I like it. 
 
Q.  You played really well here since you got on Tour and last week you played well 
going into the final round.  What have you learned, what did you learn last week about 
being there in contention going into the last nine? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  I felt great being in contention my first time playing for the Memorial.  
It's a really big tournament with big names and we try to win the tournament.  It's really nice, 
I gain a lot of experience because of that week, so I think that's the idea for my first year out 
here, try to earn as much experience as I can. 
 
Q.  What's your schedule going to look like now that you do have special temporary 
membership going forward?  Are you going to try and play a whole bunch of events 
or are you going to try and space it out a little bit.  What are you kind of looking for? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  I'm going to try as much tournaments as I can.  At the moment I'm 
really excited for the Quicken Loans and also the Wyndham.  At the moment I have those 
two.  Yeah, it would be great to have a few more tournaments before then, yeah. 
 
Q.  Last year you and Braden Thornberry faced off at the U.S. Amateur.  What's it like 
seeing another amateur compete at this level and how has your friendship grown 
since then? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I just saw him this morning.  Yeah, we had a good 
relationship, we played the U.S. Amateur, was really fun day.  Yeah, we have been texting, a 
few Snapchats and some texts.  But yeah, he's a nice guy and I know he would do great. 
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Q.  What do you think -- he doesn't look like your typical great golfer.  
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  What? 
 
Q.  He doesn't look -- when you look at him, he doesn't look like he's going to be 
some great golfer, but he's great.  What do you think is special about him? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, when I play with him, you can see he can do like really 
amazing shots from between the trees, from -- he can do also a lot of chip, good chips and 
think his game is really good.  He can be out here easy.    
 
Q.  He's played this course a lot.  Did he give you any pointers about the course? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  No, we haven't talked about the course yet. 
 
Q.  Lots of cool experiences so far as a professional.  Can you pick the coolest or 
really cool one? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I think the coolest was last week being out with Jack Nicklaus 
in a golf clinic.  Yeah, I think that was the best part.  And also get a Rolex watch from Jack 
Nicklaus, so I think that was the coolest part of being out here. 
 
Q.  This golf course has a tendency to get a lot of golf balls wet here.  I don't know if 
you noticed that in your practice round? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  What?  
 
Q.  There are a lot of ponds here, a lot of water hazards here.  How do you avoid those 
water hazards while still trying to play the course relatively aggressively? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I mean, I think we just have a good strategy with my caddie 
and try to leave it out of play there, all the hazards around.  I think it's just a matter of how 
good a strategy.  
  


