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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
June 6, 2018 
 
PHIL MICKELSON 
 
 
Q.  Four top-10s in the last five starts here including a couple of runner-up finishes, 
obviously a place you look forward to coming back to?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I really, really enjoy this golf course.  I think it's the most underrated on 
Tour.  I'm really excited that we are coming back here for a World Golf Championship to end 
our season-long race next year.  It's quickly become one of my favorite events.  
 
Q.  What is it about this course that you like so much? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It just plays well.  It just rewards good shots, it doesn't beat you up with 
length, it's a precision golf course, you have to be very precise, nobody really runs away with 
it because it's hard to make birdies.  It's challenging, but fair.  Everything about it, I really 
enjoy. 
 
Q.  You mentioned this stop changing next year.  For a guy who's enjoyed this 
tournament so much, to the Memphis fans that every year wait for you and the other 
big names to come up, it's kind of a reward for the city that next year we will get the 
best of the best.  How good do you feel as one of those players that Memphis finally 
will get rewarded with one of the top fields of the year? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think that this town deserves to see the best players in the word and 
I'm excited that we're going to be coming here next year.  I'm very appreciative to FedEx and 
what it's meant to the PGA TOUR and what it's meant to this community that they're bringing 
everybody together, too, and this World Golf Championship event is just exceptional.  So we 
on Tour are very appreciative of the support FedExCup has given and I think the community 
here in Memphis, I don't think anybody benefits more that what FedEx does, so we're very 
appreciative of them bringing both of us together. 
 
Q.  How excited are you to get back to Shinnecock next week and compete in the U.S. 
Open? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It is the best setup I've seen for a U.S. Open as long as I've played.  I 
think it's the fairest test where skill is going to be the biggest factor.  I think you're going to 
see an exceptional leaderboard, and Shinnecock is one of the greatest golf courses of all 
time and to have undergone renovation with Crenshaw-Coore and to see what they did, it's 
exceptional.  It's going to be one of the best Opens, I believe.  
 
Q.  Anything you've been working on specifically for next week? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  I spent the last few days there and I spent some time there a week 
ago, and I feel like all areas of your game are going to be tested and skill is going to be a 
huge factor, especially chipping and putting around the greens.  Very challenging but very 
fair.  It's not hack-it-out rough, it's fairway height, but the greens are so difficult that it's hard 
to get the ball close and I love the challenge. 
 
Q.  What's the week before the U.S. Open like for you every year and how much can 
this course help you prepare for Shinnecock?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, the way that I feel the best way for me to prepare for the U.S. 
Open is to get in contention and get sharp, get sharp mentally, get sharp with my game and 
that's what playing here in Memphis does.  This is a golf course where, again, precision is 
the key factor.  It doesn't beat you up with length, you don't have to go out and bomb it.  
You've got to be precise with every shot off the tee all the way through the green and that's 
where I think it really helps benefit my play next week in the Open. 
 
Q.  You've done everything but win here, you seem to be top 3, top 2.  How much do 
you want this tournament?  I know it's not the U.S. Open to fin I are the career Grand 
Slam, but as much as you love this place, contention's great, but how much do you 
want to win on Sunday?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I very much would like to win.  Winning earlier this year meant a lot to 
me and I'd love to add a couple more this year and this is an ideal spot to do it.  This is a 
course that I've played well in the past that rewards good ball striking, good putting.  I know 
I'll be in it on Sunday, I just hope I shoot low enough on Sunday to pull through. 
 
Q.  You've mentioned how important winning is for being in major contention, the 
shape of your game really.  How important is winning this week for that?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think that some people it's a plus, some people it's not.  Some people 
feel like if they win, they've expended too much energy and they don't carry it over.  For me, 
I've actually won two of my five majors winning the week before and I think it would be 
momentum that I would carry over into the Open.  That's why I would love to play well and 
hopefully come out on top. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the course.  Is there anything else that keeps bringing you back 
here year after year, or is it just simply you love this course?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  There's going to be a lot of reasons to bring me back now with the 
WGC and the season-ending event.  But the golf course being the way it is, again, I think it's 
one of the most underrated courses and it's quickly becoming one of the most enjoyed 
courses on Tour.  
 
Q.  TPC Southwind has a lot of -- a lot of players hit balls in the water.  It's one of the 



                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

big features here.  How do you balance your strategy versus the risk on some of 
these holes, especially 12 and 18?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Risk-reward is a critical part of this golf course, but sometimes you 
have to just man up and hit shots and you pull them off and make birdies, and if you don't, 
you end up hitting the water.  There's water in play and strategically placed or well placed 
water right up on the edge of the green on a number of holes that kind of sneak up on you.  
That's where I talk about how precision is important here.  It doesn't beat you up with length, 
but you've got to have total control of your ball flight or else water will be in play.  
  


