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June 6, 2018 
 
DANIEL BERGER 
 
 
Q.  Daniel, obviously a place you're looking forward to come back to, two-time 
defending champion here.  It's been a busy week already with all the stuff you've had 
going on, but just some comments on being back here to defend your two titles? 
 
DANIEL BERGER:  Yeah, I mean, it's awesome to come back here.  I feel really good every 
time I roll up through the parking lot, I just have good memories.  It was nice to start off the 
week with the visit to the St. Jude Hospital like I've done the past couple years.  Spent some 
time with Reid read today, who I met three years ago in my first St. Saint Jude Classic event.  
He's right over there hanging out.  But overall it's been a great week so far and I'm just 
excited to get going. 
 
Q.  What is it about this course that suits your game so well? 
 
DANIEL BERGER:  I think a lot of it reminds me of the golf course that I grew up on.  
Bermuda greens, a lot of familiar tee shots, and overall it's just, it feels like I'm back home.  I 
know it's Memphis, but it reminds me a lot of Florida. 
 
Q.  What kind of confidence do you bring into this week based on your history? 
 
DANIEL BERGER:  A lot.  You know, I feel like no matter what the state of your game is, 
when you come back to a place you've won, you feel comfortable and familiar.  But I feel 
refreshed, I had three weeks off after THE PLAYERS Championship.  Looking forward to the 
next couple weeks.  Try to maintain the same level of focus that I had the last couple years, 
which really made a big difference for me. 
 
Q.  Is there something that you look back on on those two wins and think "I really did 
this well," either mentally or with your game that you try to replicate?   
 
DANIEL BERGER:  I think mentally I stayed patient the last two years.  I know that the golf 
course is difficult and 20 under par just doesn't win out here, it's right around 10, 11 under 
par.  You don't have to shoot 63-64-64, to have a chance.  You can kind of hang in there for 
a couple days and you get hot for one or two days and you're right in there coming to the 
back nine on Sunday. 
 
Q.  Daniel, this course has a tendency to attract a lot of golf balls in the ponds.  How 
do you balance the way you play this course with the risks involved in some of the 
tougher holes here, particularly 12 and 18? 
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DANIEL BERGER:  Yeah, those are two holes that I've played well over the last couple 
years which probably have been a difference maker for me.  But I try not to think about that 
too much, I try to play pretty aggressively and that's been key for me out here.  I think if you 
start to lay back on certain holes, it's not meant to be hitting 5-irons into, you want to give 
yourself the wedges and the 9-irons to be aggressive at.  So that's what I've done really well 
the past couple years, and make some putts here and there and you're right there on 
Sunday. 
 
Q.  You mentioned Reid, too.  How special is it being here with St. Jude and just being 
able to have him back here with you again? 
 
DANIEL BERGER:  It's awesome.  I look forward to hanging out with Reid every year.  We 
met three years ago, he was a caddie for me on the par 3 11th hole, and we've just kind of 
hung out ever since I feel like he's a lot like I am.  We like the same things, we like the same 
sports, so we enjoy the time that we get to spend together.  Today we walked nine holes 
together so it's a great event and, like I said, I look forward to it every year. 
 
Q.  It's kind of an onward and upward for this tournament as it becomes a World Golf 
Championship next year.  How excited are you to see kind of the history of everything 
just kind of transcend or build into the World Golf Championship?  
 
DANIEL BERGER:  I think it's going to be awesome.  We have a great field here, we've had 
great fields here in the past, but to bring a World Golf Championship to Memphis is 
phenomenal and I think it's only going to improve the tournament and the city is going to 
really gather around the event.  We already have great crowds, but it will be an even better 
event next year. 
  


